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taining fome theological pofitions concerning the divinity of 
Chrift, and the Holy Trinity ; the laft of which were intend- 
ed to refute the accufation, as if the Brethren did not be- 
lieve in God, or fought, however, to rob the Father of his 
glory, by which the common people were much incenfed 
againft the Brethren, &c. Befides this, the manual of Daily 
Words for the year 1740, entitled, The Lamb of God in his 
Godhead and Manhood, was tranflated into French, and dedi- 
cated to fome profeflors of Geneva, 

At laft, the people being diffatisfied, that not every one 
was admitted to the meetings; in order to prevent difturb- 
ances, which in fuch republics have dangerous confequences, 
the ordinary went away again in the month of May with his 
whole houfe. Some of his retinue meeting with ill treat- 
ment in pafling through a concourfe of people ; the profef- 
fors fent him an apology on this head. On this journey the 
ordinary got into bis hands the Synod of Bern of 1532, which 
he, ever fince, efteemed very highly as an excellent paftoral 
inftruction. 


§ 95. 


Arter the ordinary’s return to Wetteravia, on account 
of the approach of his fecond voyage to Amerira, another 
fynodal conference was held at AZarienborn, from the 20th 
of June to the 3d of July 1741. Among other things, a de- 
Putation to Sweden was refolved upon, in order to give the 
divines at Up/al and Stockholm an account of the church of 
the Brethren. Martin Dober and Arvid Gradin were 
nominated for this purpofe. They went thither towards 
the end of the year, and converfed with the divines con- 
Cerning the dodtrine and regulations of the congregation 
of the Brethren; were kindly treated ; and the Jatter preach- 
ed, by their defire, feveral fermons, which found entrance 
to the hearts, and were attended with ble iling. 

A chief point at this fynod was, that the ordinary, in a 
difcourfe to the fynodal affembly, laid down the exercife of 

‘his 
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his epifcopal function: for he beliéved, it might be preju- 
dicial to him in his intended labour in Penafivania, where 
he purpofed to appear merely as a Lutheran divine. He 
refigned his former offices to bifhop Polycarp Mueller, whoa 
year ago had been chofen and confecrated in this view, 
Fohn Nitfchmann, then infpector of the feminary, was by a 
majority of votes elected his colleague, and confecrated, on 
the 22d of July, at Herrnhaag, in the prefence of the family 
of the count of Buedingen, and the duke of Wuertenberg 


Oecls, 
§ 96. 


Soon after, the ordinary went to Holland and England. 
At London, he held a final conference from the 11th to the 
23d of September 1741 with the elders and fervants of the 
church of the Brethren remaining behind. At this con- 
ference Leonhard Dober, hitherto elder of the congregations, 
who had before, on account of the increafing labour occafi- 
oned by the rapid fpread of the Brethren, defired, by a let- 
ter, Jeave to refign his office, laid it down on September 
the 16th. While the Brethren were confulting about fupply- 
ing this impor ant office again, but found no Brother equal 
to the tafk, and turned with filent tears unto our Saviour, that 
he himfelf would counfel them according to his own heart ; 
it was imprefled upon the minds of feveral at once, that 
they could do no better than furrender themfelves, with the 
whole church of the Brethren, and all the divifions and af- 
fairs of it, folely to the chief Shepherd and Bifhop of their 
fouls, the only Head of the catholic Chriftian church, and 
to his immediate care and guidance, even with refpedt to this 
office ; entreating him, to be pleafed to take this office upon 
himfelf among his poor, defpifed Brethren’s Unity, furround- 
ed with numberlefs enemies, and overloaded with fo many 
affairs of his kingdom ; to prefide in the council of his ferv- 
ants, though unfeen, yet according to his promife, Matt. 

5 XVI. 


from the Year 1736 to 1741. 255 


XViii. 19, 20. and chap. xxviii. 20, in an inwardly near and 
powerful manner; and to beftow upon them the neceffary 
infight, ftrength and fupport in all their affairs and concerns. 
They laid the matter before him in prayer, with many tears, 
during which the whole company were overpowered with 
fuch a divine peace, that they could believe, they had prayed 
according to his wall, and were heard. When this event, 
together with a general abfolution and readmiffion of all 
that had erred and been deceived, was, on the 13th of Nos 
vember 1741, made known in the congregations, it was done 
with fuch a divine impreffion in a}l the hearts, amidft many 
thoufand tears of all prefent, (when even many that were ab- 
fent, and knew nothing of it, felt at the fame hour an unu- 
{ual divine power) that, ever fince, this day has been folemn~ 
ized in all the congregations of the Brethren with renewed 
bleffing *. But that which was to be done by men in the 
manifold affairs uf the church of the Brethren, was divided 
into twelve offices, and the direction thereof, for the pre= 
fent, committed to a conference appointed for that purpofe, 
which then refided at Marienborn, under the prefidency of 
the bifhops. 


* Itis remarkable, that the Daily Word of the 13th of Noveme 
ber 1741, on which day the congregations of the Brethren {ur- 
rendered themfelves to the univerfal Shepherd and Bifhop of 
our fouls, and paid him homage, was the very fame text upon 
which Comenzus preached his farewell-fermun to the congregation 
at Fudnek, delivering them to the chief Shepherd Jefus Chrift: 
Feed thy people with thy rod. Micah vii. 14, See the Dedication 
of his Carechi/m publithed in the year 1661; concerning which, 
fee Ancient Hiffory, &e. § 45. 
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PART V. 


From the Ordinary of the Bretbren's Voyage to Penn» 
‘filvania in 1741, to the Synod beld at Zeift ih 
1746. 

§ 97- 


RESENTLY after that remarkable event mentioned 

in the preceding fection, the ordinary, with his eldeft 
daughter Henrietta Benigna Fuftina, took fhipping for Ame- 
rica, and arrived at New York the ad of December 1741. 
He firft went to Philadelphia, where he acquainted the go- 
vernor of Pennfilvania with his arrival and defigns, and 
defjred him to appoint fome one {4 joattend, his meetings, 
who underftood both German and Bigglifh, in order to re- 
ceive the moft certain informatiog'g was ‘fpoken and 
tranfafted in them. He then travge rs through the chief 
diftri&s of the province,, where Gernags live, in order to 
become acquainted with the ftate of religion in this country ; 
which he _ found confufed and deplorable to the laft degree, 
The Souder were the firft fettlers’ in this country. Thus, 
these 
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there were fome Swedifh churches, which had a regular reli- 
gious’conftitution, After the country’ had devolved to the 
crown of England, and was given by the king to the pro- 
prietor Penn, the Suaters fettied it, and the conftitution of 
the country was fo ordered, that all who believe in a God, 
fhould, without farther diftim€tion of religions, ‘live and 
enjoy full liberty there. From this tune a great number of 
people from Germany, who partly were not tolerated in their 
former places of abode, on account of their particujar opi= 
Dions, and partly auned at bettering their temporal condi-+ 
tion, repaired thither; and their number might now amount 
to an hundred and twenty thoufand fouls. In like manner, 
the number af the colonifts of various denominations was 
greatly augmented fiom the neighbouring provinces, from 
Great Britain, Ireland, and other European nations, Thus, 
there were found here, Lutherans; Calvinifts, or Reformed, 
of divers confeffions, but efpecially of the fynod of Dort; 
Fpilcopalians; Prefbyterians; Independents; Quakers; 
Baptifts; Mennonites, or Anabaptifts of feveral parties ; 
Arians ; Socintans, Schwenkfelders ; Infpired, or French 
Prophets; Seventh Day-Men, or Sabbatharians; Separa- 
tifts; Hermits; New-lizhts; New-born; Free-thinkers ; 
and fuch as doubied of all, and were utterly at a lofs what 
to believe. 

The intention of the ordinary was chiefly to ferve the 
German Lutherans, who had no teachers, except fome per- 
fons, that, for the moft part, had neither learning, nor 
were ordained, and were hired by them for a certain time; 
nor could procure any regular minifters from Germany, as 
they could come to no agreement about their (alaries. Nei- 
ther were any fent, til] intelligence was received of the la- 
bour of the ordinary and his affiftants. Thus, their children 
grew up in the-weeds without infruation, and moft of them 
without baptifm, and, by their wild manners, were rendered 
defpicable to all men. If here and there a foul became con- 
cerned about its eternal falvation; fech jomed the Separa- 


tilts 
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tits and other fmaller {e€ts, who had an outward appearanes 
of holinels ; and, at the fame time, defpved, and made a 
mock of, all other religions, and in particular the Lutheran, 


§ 98. 


Tue Brethren had, for fome years, been endeavouring to 
Bring the fincere fouls among the fevera} parties in Pennfilva~ 
nia to the fimplicity and unity of the gofpel. When, 1n 17345 
the Schwenkfelders moved thither from Upper Lufatia, two 
Brethren were, at their requeft, fent after them from Hertn- 
hut. ($49.) Thefe were vifited in 1736 by the Rev. Mr. 
Spangenberg, after he had regulated the colony in Georgia. 
On his return from his vifitation in St. Thomas, (bifhap 
David Nitfchmann having, in the mean time, ftaid in Penn- 
filvania) he remained tll 1739 with the Brethren, who 
dwelt among the Schwenkfelders, fecking to gain them by 
his word and walk. He became acquainted with fome fin- 
cere people of divers denominations, who lamented their dif- 
inion among, and averfion to, one another. Among thefe 
wes Yehn Adam Gruber, who wrote an addrefs to the difperfed 
fincere fouls, exhorting them to union. This writing may 
poflibly have been an occafion of the ordinary’s fending fome 
Brethren to Pennfleama, and in particular, in 1739, An 
drew Efchenbach, to preach the gofpel among the various 
parties, and, at length, of bis going thither himfelf. But, 
even as eatly as the year 1740, the laft Brethren from 
Georgia had retreated thither, (§ 82.) Thele were acquainted 
with the celebrated Enghfh minifter, the Rev. George Whites 
Feld, who bought a picce of land in Pennfilvama, which he 
called Nazareto, intending to build there a ichool for the 
Nevroes. He defired the Brethren to view the land, and 
take upon them the care of the building, This offer they 
acc’pted, as from the band of Providence. They thus found 
woik and their maintenance, could live together, and,,bad 
no occalion to be fcattered among people of divers fects, 

who 
I 
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whio derided the Brethren, as they did all thofe who adhered 
to a regular religion. They began the building amidft 
many difficulties, yea, in danger of their lives; fince In- 
dians lived on that land, who would not leave it, and who, 
as they learned afterwards, had frequently formed defigns 
againit their lives. In the mean time, Whitefield went 
again to Georgia, where he differed with fcbn Hagen, who 
was arrived from Europe to preach the gofpel saan the 
Jndians, about feveral doctrinal points. This was attended 
with the painful effect, that, when he came thither in the 
year 1740, the Brethren were obliged to remove from his 
land at Nazareth. 

But before this happened, another gentleman of character. 
offered to {cll them a ptece of Iand in the Forks of the Dela- 
ware, on the Lecha. When, juft at that time, in December 
1740, bifhop David Mitfchmann (§ 91 ) arrived in Penn- 
filvania with his company ; they took it into confideration, 
and agreed to build a fettlement on that Jand. The be-~ 
ginning of it was made on the gth of Marchi741. When 
the ordinary arrived about the end of the year, a {mal] farm- 
houfe with a ftable were finifhed; but the congregation- 
houfe was not yet habitable ; on which account, Chriftmas 
was celebrated in the ftable, which was the occafion of 
calling this place, Bethlehem. Not lone after, Whitefield 
found himfelf neceflitated to fell his land with the houfe 
half finifhed. It was offered to the Brethren, who bought 
it, and finifhed the houfe in 1743. Since that time, both 
places, Bethlehem and Nazareth, have been greatly increafed 
by feveral colonies from Europe, and other fmallir colonies 
fettled on the Nazdreth-land, 


§ 99 


In the circumftances recited above the ordinary found 
the fate of religion in Penn/filvania, and the few Brethren, 
who were come thither before him ; fome of whom, even then, 

S82 laboured 
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laboured among the Heathen with bleding. (§ 91.) We 
will now fee, (1.) What be did, during his ftay of a year, 
for the Rel:gtons, and efpecially the Lutheran; (2) How it 
went farther with the Brethren; and, (3.) What he under- 
tok for the benefit of the AZiffion among the Heathen. 

., Fhe beginning of his labour in the Redigrons, he made at the 

end of the year 1741, with a public fermon in the Reformed 
church at Germantown, about fix miles from Philadelphia, 
which was heard, by a very large auditory of different reli- 
gious denominations, with great attention. The Luther- 
ans at Pliladlphia had fitted up a barn for their public wor- 
fhip, in which the Reformed alfo performed divine fervice 
every fourth Sunday in the month. The former defired to 
hear the ordinary. He gave previous notice of it to the Re- 
formed miniftes, who could make no objeG@ion; and thus 
he preached on feveral Sundays to the Lutherans. He nei- 
ther could por would adminifter the holy communion to the 
whole promifcuous multitude, who were under no regula- 
tion, till, on Palm-Sunday 1742, fuch an univerfal emo- 
tion of grace was perceived among the whole congregation, 
as gave him freedom to adminifter it, on the enfuing Eafter- 
Monday, to all that defired it. Upon this, they gave him 
a vocation, on the s:gth of May, by the name of Monf, 
De Thuernflin, a divine of Tuebingen, to be their minifter, 
He had chofen this name, as one of the titles of the counts 
of Zinzerdorf, counts of the empire; and Jaid down, on 
the 26th of May, being his birth-day, the rank and title 
of acount, ina public difcourfe, in prefence of the go- 
vernor and a rgfpetable affembly, for this reafon, That this 
rank and titlé might not be maletreated, to the diilatisfaction 
and difadvantage of others of that family, through the re- 
proach and calummes, which he, as a fervant of Chrift, 
neither could nor would avoid. Before he accepted the voca- 
tion to be the minifter of the Lutherans, ne propofed to chem 
fome queftions, and conditioned with them, that they djapld 
never offer him, or his fucceflors, any falary. He alfe 
formed 
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formed'a church-regulation, by virtue ef which, agreesbly 
to the advice of Luther and Spener, only fuch, as thould dé- 
fire to be Chriftrans indeed, were to be admitted to the 
holy communién, and, as an Ecclefislain Eccléfia, to be pro. 
vided with ufeful regulations. After they had well con- 
fidered, and agreed to, all this, he accepted the vocation, 
He fupplied Jikewife other Lutheran congregations in the 
country with regular miniflers and fchoolmatters ; ahd took 
care that the Lutheran families, fcattered up and down the 
country, fhould be vifited, and ferved with the gofpel hy 
fome itinerant preachers, appointed for the purpofe, He 
erected a Confiffory with fome minifters ; and was, for the 
time being, the proper infpector of the Lutheran muniftry 
in Pennfilvania. Wherever they met with oppofition, the 
Brethren were directed, out of love to peace, to give way. 
When the Reformed in Philadelphia dragged his adjunct, Fobn 
Chriftopher Pyrleus, from the pulpit, and took away the 
church, he built another. In the mean time, a minifler 
was fent from Germany, who found entrance among thofe 
who could not be admitted by the Brethren to the holy com- 
munion. After fome expoftulation, fuch as would no longer 
adhere to the Brethren, were ready given up to him, and 
the reft were fo much the more orderly regulated according 
to the advice cf Luther and Spener. This gave rife to the 
fubfequent Country Congregations, according to the confhitu- 
tion of the church of the Brethren. 

Wherever the ordinary, on his travels through the country, 
was defired to preach, he compl:ed with it, even in Reformed 
pulpits. But he tovk care that Reformed Brethren came 
with the colonifts, arriving From time to time from Furope, 
whio might be called by the Reformed to be thei: minfters, 


§ 100, 


Ae$'to the other religions and fmaller parties, many fincere 
fotits among them were greatly concerned on account of the 
5 3 continual 
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continual quarreling with, and judging, one another, and 
fought peace. The ordinary was willittg to make a tral, 
whether he could be of any affiftance to them. Henry Antes, 
one of the German Reformed, fent a circularffetter, dated De- 
‘cember the 15th, 1741, toall the religious parties of the Ger- 
man nation, defiring them to fend deputies toa General Meeting 
at Germantown, to be held on New-year’s day, with the view, 
accorfing to his own words, ** not to quatre] with one ano- 
“¢ ther, but to treat in love of the moft important articles of 
“* faith, in order to fee, how near they could come to one 
« another in the fundamental points; and, as to the reft, 
* in opinions which do not fubvert the ground of falvation, 
** to bear with one another in love, to the end that all 
6 judging and condemning might be leffened and laid afide.” 
For this purpofe, feven fuch general converfations, or confer- 
ences, were held. The firft was at Germantown, from the 
a to the 3d of January, old ftile; the fecond in Falk- 
ner’s Swamp, from the 13th to the 15th of Januiry; the 
third at Oly, from the roth to the 1ath of February; the 
fourth at Germantown, from the roth to the 12th of March; 
the fifth in the fame place, from the 7th to the oth of April; 
the fixth in the fame place, from the sth to the yth of 
May ; the feventh at Phrladelphia, from the 2d to the 4th 
of June. Inthe beginning, almoft all feis fent their de- 
puties, who chofe the ordinary as fyndic or fpeaker. His 
view was not, toeftablifh an union of all thefe religious 
parties ; nor, to join them, or any of them, unto the church 
of the Moravian Brethren; but to {peak fully with them, 
in al] fimplicity, according to the holy fcriptures, of the 
mott important articles of faith; and, as he himfelf writes, 
¢*. to enthrone the Lamb of God, as the Creator, Preferver, 
© Redeemer, and Sanctifier of the whole world , and to in- 
© troduce the do¢trine of his fufferings as the univerfel the- 
« ology of the Germans inhabiting Pennfilvania,. ip, theory 
‘© and practice.” He fo far fucceeded in this intentiongehat, 

in the very third feffion of the firft meeting, the fimple bp 
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of the gofpel prevailed ‘over fectarian pride and fophiftry in 
fuch a manner,‘ that all che deputies with one mouth, aad 
mott of them with tears, delivered a confeffion of the atone- 
ment of Jefus, and the juftification and fandtification by 
virtue of it. Though fome, indeed, afterwards repented of 
this confeffion, and, being afhamed of the viétory of the 
truth, were milled to bitter hatred againft, and perfeeution 
of, the Brethren; yet they were, atthe fame time, fochum- 
bled by it, that, iaftead of making a mock of the people in 
the religions, as they had done hitherto, they were obliged 
to be afhamed before them. Thus, even at the fourth 
meeting, all thofe deputies ftaid away, who were either 
afhamed of the fimple truth, or apprehenfive, that they 
fhould not gain entrance and approbation with it ameng 
their refpective parties. At, and ftace, the fifth meeting, 
fuch only afflembled, as fought to abide by the truth as itis 
in Jefus, both as to themfelves and their congregations. 
Thcefe, notwithftanding their parucular conftitutions and 
private opinions, bound themfelves to brotherly love and 
fellowfhip, and, from henceforth, called themfelves, The 
Congregation of God in the Spirit, by way of diftindion fram 
a congregation living together, or having, however, the 
fame conflutution. 

But fince a literal extra&t of thefe tranfaGions, together 
with the ordinary’s own account of the occafion, aim, me- 
thod, and advantage of them, are laid open before the pub- 
lic ¥, I will only add that he wrote alo, in particular, to the 
Quakers, Schwenkfelders, Baptifis, and Seventh-day-men, tak - 
ing pains to remove the moft hurtful tenets, and to help 
them into the way of the gofpel, though he effected but little, 
and was il treated by fome. 

He alfo made a propofal of ereéting a German fchool for 
all Wile children in’ the country, who had no opportunity for 
inflyu@tion ; and his daughter made, at Germantown, a trial 


tage 1p the count’s Natural Refefions, p. 19> t0 215. and in 
; angenberg’s Final Apology, Appendix V. ps 4426 
84 with 
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with fomegizls: Bot-astuch parents, whofe children Rood 
molt in need of it, w.re unconcerned zbeut the matter, this 
propofal wastaid afide; and fome children out of the caune 
fey were afterwards taken into the ‘inistutions ereCted for 
that purpbdfe, 


§ 101. 


No deputies of the Moravian Brethren could appear at 
thefe conferences, the few Brethren, who were come before 
and with the ordinary, forming as yet no regular conftitu- 
tion or congregation, and, therefore, hke many of other 
religious parties, were only prefent at them as guefts. In 
the mean time, the colonifts, who were chofen by the Bre- 
thren to fupply the p!aces of the frit inhabitants of Pilgerrub, 
but not accepted, (§ 92.) had been, with others, appointed 
as the firft proper colony for Pennfilvania.: They failed 
from London, where they were formed into a regular congre- 
gation, in March 1742; and, after having been three times 
in danger of failing into thé hands of Spantth privateers, ar- 
rived at Philadelphia, June the 7th, 1742, new ftile. Their 
arrival was notified to the feventh conference, which was 
juft then fitting. They were invited to it, and, with the 
Brethren and Sifters that were there before, in all an hun- 
dred and twenty, received by all the deputies into the fellow- 
fhip of the, then fo-called, Congregation of God in the Spirtt, 
acknowledged and bleffed as a diftinét congregation. They 
then went to Rethlebem; where they received their proper re- 
gulation, June the a5th, Thefe Brethren, after the ex- 
ample of the Pilerim-congregation in Europe, were to endeavour 
to ferve with the gofpel all the religions in the country, 
wherever they fhould find entrance. Tw this end, they re- 
folved, after the pattern of the firft church at Jerufalem, to 
have all things common in their houfe-keeping, and "igeederit 
turn the profits of the labour of their hands to rheiz tn sift, 
but, being themfelves provided with the neceffariesys 
the furplus to the education of children, the maintenance ged 

3 fupport 
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fupport dfithe mieiera and.{choolmafters, who ferved thew 
congregations in. the whale country, without any regulat 
falary ; and for the benefit of the mifiions among the In- 
dians, This ceconomy was carried on for twenty years; 
but, at length, by the farther increafe of the place, on ac- 
count of various unforefeen difficulties, obliged to be alter- 
ed; when things. were regulated there, as in the reft of the 
congregation-places, according to a refolution already taken 
in the life time of the ordinary. 

With regard to the colony at Nazareth, in particular, it 
met at firft with hinderances in its fettling from the Indians ; 
who, as it was mentioned in §.98, lived on the land bought 
of the Six Nations, and claimed it as their property. Though 
the government, upon proper notice given them, commil- 
fioned the juftice of the peace in that diftri@ to drive chem 
away; and though the great counci! of the Indians, which 
had fold the land to government, commanded them to re- 
move; yet the Brethren, unwilling to incenfe thefe favages 
againft themfelves, whom they wifhed to win by thé gof- 
pel, upon their acknowledging they had done wrong, and 
offering to move away, gave them what they defired for 
their improvements. 


§ 102. 


Tue Indians in Canada confift of many tribes, every one 
of which has its own Janguage. The chief tribe of them is 
called, The Jraguois; but they fiile themfelves Sguanufchioni, 
that is, Covenant-People, fince they confift of fevera) na» 
tions united together. They were five at firft, afterwards 
fix, and now there are feven fuch nations, viz. the AZaquas or 
Mobocks, Oneyders, Onondagers, Senekers, Cayugers, Tufcarores, 
mvdiWanticocks. They hold their covenant-day, or gicat coun- 
«il; commonly at Onondago, not far from lake Ontarzo. They 
livdingfily by hunting, and do not like to live near the Eu- 
fopeans.. They value themfelves greatly on the fuppofed 

fimphicity 
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*fimplieity of their manners, on their politics. and liberty; 
‘and can hardly be content without war, ia which they are 
exceedingly valiant and cruel, being ufed even to flay and 
devour fome of their prifoners. They have reduced many 
‘Imdian nations to fubjection to them, and, among the ref, 
the former owners of Pennfilvania, called by the Engltth, 
-Delawares, as alfo the A@ahikanders. Thefe like better to 
live near the Europeans, and fome of them maintain them- 
felves, befides hunting, with {clling various forts of wooden 
ware. By means of therr commerce with the Europeans» 
they learn many new vices, befides their old, and are 
on that account defpifed by the Jroguars, thoush they all are 
much addiéted to drink, and plunge themfelves into the ut- 
moft mifery by the fpirituous liquors imported by European 
traders. 

Among the Mabikanders, Chrijiian Henry Rauch had refided 
for fome years as miffionary ; (§ gt.) and other Brethren were 
ready to go to his affiftance. The ordinary alfo was will- 
ing to become acquainted with thefe nations, and went, the 
24th of July 1742, over the Blue Mountains, to the De/a- 
wares at Meniolagemekah*, He and his company preached 
to them their Creator and Redeemer: and, though no fru't 
appeared at that time, yet, after fome years, when a con- 
gregation of beljevers from among the Heathen took refuge 
to, and were fettled in, their neighbourhood, moft of them 
were converted and baptized. 

The ordinary, cn his return, met with the Sachems, or 
chicfs of the Six Nations, on their way home ‘rom the re- 
newal of their covenant with the government of Pennfilva- 
nia. By Conrad Veiffer, a juftice of the peace, and regular 


* When learned readers neither find fuch names as thefe in 
books of geography, nor can be informed of them by the ‘pre- 
dent inhabitants of the country ; they are to afcrabe it tothe Ine 
dian names of places, creeks or brooks, and the hike, -baing.ge- 
nerally Joft, when Europeans take poffefion of, and inhebit, 


thofe places. : 
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interpreter of goveriiment, he afked theth,’ whether they hid 
any objeCtion to fome of his Brethren living among them, not 
as traders, but as fervants of God, who fhould learn their 
language, and, without fee or reward, make known to the 
Indians the great word of their redemption: and whether 
they would lay no hinderance in the way of thofe who fhould 
receive it? Conrad Weiffer added of his own accord, 
“© This isthe man, whom God has fent over the great water 
.*© to whites and tawnys, to make his will known unto 
“© them.” The Indtans, having hearkened to this propofal 
with great refpect, cntered into council upon it, and made 
the following reply to the ordinary, * That his Brethren might 
* go in and our among them without moleftation, and fhould 
* have all liberty toteach.’ As a token of friendfhip, they 
gave hima Fathom of Wampum *. This covenant, and the ac- 
qaintance with the Six Nations, have been often renewed fince 
by deputations from the Brethren. In confequence of this, 
brethren have, from time to time, lived tn their chief town 
Onondaga, learning their language, and, by this means, doing 
many good fervices to government, But the preaching of 
the gofpel has hitherto not been attended with fruit among 
the Jroquors. The greateft benefit accruing from their friend= 
fhep, 1s, that they lay no hinderance in the way of conver- 
fion of the Indian nations in fubjection to them. 


§ 103. 

THE ordinary made his fecond journey to the Indians, in 
Auguft 1742, t0 Chekomekah, a place of the Mabihandersy in 
the St/fe mountajns, on the borders of Comnedlicut in New 
England. Here it was properly, that, according to § gt, 
the miflionary Chriflian Henry Raw had, in great danger ot 


* Wampum is a fort of thells of varioas colours, by the different 
mikiure of which chcy can apain remeinber, afies many years, 
the whele anfwer they gave atthe time. Onthis account, fuca 
adel, Orfardom, is of the fame value to them, as a written record 
fs CO BS, 
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his life, preached the -gofpel with blefing. T/cheb, one of 
the Indians, who had calied him to be the preacher to their 
nation, and was afterwards baptized by the name of Fobn, 
was, of a vile drunkard and fnghtful bear, who, in the firft 
yneafinefs of his heart, was going to fhoot the miffionary, 
become a meek Jamb, and a bold witnefs of Jefus. A 
charming letter of his, in the Buedingen-Colleétion, as alfo 
the faid Conrad Weiffer’s teRimony of him and the Heathen- 
congregation at Chekomekah , together with a report and 
a diary from thenee, cannot be read without emotion of 
heart. The three firft-fruits of this nation were baptized at 
one’of the afore-mentioned conferences, which was held at 
Oly, the 22d of February 1,42, new ftile, and called Abra- 
bam, Ifaac, and Jacob ; and their miffionary was at the fame 
time ordained. The ordinary, at his vifitation, regulated 
this con,regation better, and appointed ‘Foha to be ieacher 
atid interpreter, (for he underftood, as other Mahikanders of 
this diftri@ did, the Low Dutch language.) 4braham to be 
elder, J/aac, exhorter, and Faced, fervant. He provided them 
with more mifficnaries, advifing them not to aim at a met, 
but a bundle of the ieving s that is, not to baptize a pieet 
many, or al! that give allent to the Chriftian doétrine with 
their mouths ; but fuch only whofe hearts are really affected ; 
and who give hopes of an entire and abiding converfion ; 
to proceed fil] more flowly in admitting them to the holy 
communion ; to gather the bclieving Indians from tneir dif- 
perfion among the Europeans, where they found no bencfit 
for their hearts, but occafions of al] forts to Tedution, and 

to fettle them in a regular congregation-order ; inftructing 
them, indeed, faithtully out of the holy feriptures, but tel}- 
ing them nothing tarther for opening the underftanding, 
thf their hearts were in a capacity to comptehend, and, 
through grace, to put in practice, 

On this, and other journeys, the ordinary had to sn 
much ape VOns occafioned by the calumnies of the enira fi 
heads of the feveral religious partics. While he, agtecably 
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to the laws of New England, on his return from Ghekome- 
hab, refted on a Sunday at Sopus, he and his daughter weré 
put under arreft, becaufe he made an hymn, and his 
daughter copied it, during that time; and each of them 
were, for writing on a Sunday, fined fix fhillings as Sabbath= 
breakers; for which, however, the Jaws were not fo mach to 
be blamed, as the malicious application of, and forcing, their 
meaning. 


§ 104. 

Tue third journcy aniong the Indians, upon which he fet 
out the 24th of September, and from which he returned in the 
beginning of November, was through untrodden paths, oves 
fteep and dangerous mountains, through brooks and great 
rivers, which have neither bridges nor ferries, and through 
thick woods and clofe underwood, aboundingwith wild beafts 
and ferpents *, firft to Schomokin, to Schikellimi, the Sachem, 
or chief, of the Oxeyders. "The ordinary, at entering into the 
covenant with the Indian chiefs, thought he faw fomething 
in this man, which gave him hope to be of ufe to his foul 
by private converfation, at Jeaft, to gain in him a friend and 
promoter of the miffion. Nor was he difappointed in his 
hope. He continued a friend of the Brethren, vifited them, 
and experienced, efpecially in his aft days, a lively impref- 
fion of the gofpel in his heart. When he was fpoken ta 
concerning baptifm, he faid, he had been baptized in his 
infancy. The Brethren then direted him to Jefus, into 
whom he had been baptized ; and foon after he died in the 
arms of a Brother. We were informed afterwards, that he 
was born of European parents in French Canada, taken 
prifoner, when a child of two years old, and brought up 
among the Indians. He was fo much altered by this . way 
of life, that he was hardly to be diftingu.thed from other 
favages. 

* Sdace the ordinary made this journey, the country is become 


much sore populous, and confequently the roads are much more 
convertent fur travellers, 
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From: keee the ordinaty travelled! farther weftwatds to 
Offlorwuakin, an Indian town, where*hé found fome Euro- 
peans, feveral of whom, as captives, others, as deferters, were 
come among the Indians, and grown favage. He then went 
om. north-eaftwards to the plain Skehantowa, or Wajomik, 
en the Sufguchannas. The Iroquois had removed the Sha- 
tenes hither, a fierce nation from Florida, whom they had 
conquered. Thefe, the Delawares, and the Munfys, are 
principally the favages, who in the la{t Indian war murdered 
fo many Europeans on the frontiers of Pennfiluama and 
Maryland, and \aid wafte their habiiations. The ordinary 
ftaid twenty days in thefe parts, which appeared to him, 
preferably to others, convenient for building a town of be- 
Nieving Indians. For he would have been glad to have re- 
moved them from the dangerous intercourfe with the Euro- 
peans, living together, and fettled in the country of the 
Troquois, The Schawanos conceived a jealoufy on account 
of his Jong ftay there, and were devermined to murder him 
and his company. But it was feafonably difcovered and 
prevented by his interpreter, the aforefaid Conrad Weiffer, 
who, in the interval, had been obliged to go to Pennfilvania, 
and returned juft in the right time. Thefe Indians moved 
afterwards to the Ofio: and now Brethren live in their 
neighbourhood, and preach the gofpel. About four hundred 
and eighty miles from Wajomik on the Sufquehannah, a Hea- 
then-congregation, after many viciffitudes, is now eftablifhed ; 
as we fhall fec in the fequel. (See more of thefe journeys in 
Spangenberg’s Apslogetical Declaration, Queft. 12.4, 125. p.137.) 


§ 105. 


Ffae ordinary, therefore, having in Penn/filvania (1.) pub- 
licly preached the gofpel in many places to the Lutherans, ad 
alfo to the Reformed ; (2 )in the aforefaid conferences, afifted 
the religions in general, for removing all farther caufe,:in 
fincere people, of feparating from them, and of runniag from 

one 
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one party to another ; (g )'made all paffible amendment in the 
{maller religious parties ; (4.) eftablithed a Congregation of God 
in the Spirit, or, an union of the children of God n divers 
parties, (5.) gathered and regulated fmall congregations in 
the different religions, and provided them with regular 
teachers; (6.) appointed itinerant preachers at his and the 
Brethren’s expence ; (7.) fettled a congregation of the Bre- 
thren at Bethlehem, and made preparation for the colony at 
Nazareth, (8.) vifited the mifion among the Heathen, and 
‘done many things for the advantage of it: and having, like’ 
wife, conterred with fome miffionaries from St. Thomas, pro~ 
vided for their fupport, and difpatched new Brethren thither, 
as alfo to Surinam; he, after delivering, the gth of January 
174.3, a farewell-difcourfe at Philadelphia to all his fellow- 
labourers, met together out of the country, fet out, by way 
of New York, on his return to Europe. 

In the interval, the work of the Lord here had proceeded 
in bleffing, and was greatly increafed. But, at the fame times 
many things had been undertaken, which, according to his 
principles, were not to his fatisfaction. He himfelf, in his 
Natural Reflections, weites thus concerning them: ** When 
“© J returned from America, the Moravian Brethrens 
«* partly without my knowledge, and partly againft my 
“ mind, had, in a certain degree, obtained a civil ftate iw 
the county of Vfenburg, an enlarged church-liberty, as 
in all the Prufian domimons, fo particularly in Silefa; 
‘© feveral confiderable congregations in England; and the 
“¢ predicament of the evangelical Moravian church, with 
the States-general in Holland; and had even been mifled, 
upon hopes which were entirely groundlefs, to purchafe 
S¢ a place for a fettlement in the duchy of Save Gatha.—coe 
“ I cannot deny, but I felt more inclination, at chat time, 
to preach repentance to my people, than to fhare an their 
‘© glory ; and I bave done fo faithfully.” So far the woids 
of thewardinary, He could obtain in America but an imper- 
fe&t knowledge of the wrong proceedings of the Brethren in 
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Livonia, and the difurbances arifing from thence, as well 
as of the great acceffion of many awakened and, in part, 
merely curious people, fome of whom were induced by the 
controverfial writings, and fome by the flourifhing ftate of 
the congregation, but others forced by persfecution in their 
places of abode, to take refuge in the congiegations of the 
Brethren. He, therefore, found it needful to tranimit to 
the elderseconfercnce at Aforienborn a protctt, figned on the 
roth of November 1742, agamft feveral undertakings; and 
haftened the more with his departure for Europe. 

I will relate, as briefly as poffible, without concealing 
what was done amifs, the chicf alterations, which, in not 
much more than the {pace of a year, under yreat reproach, 
had been undertaken, in fo many places, with almoft incon- 
ceivable fuccefs and great bleffing, though in much weak- 
nefs, and, in part, to the real difpleafure of the ordinary ; 
but will alfo previoully obferve, that the ordinary, in many 
things, was not rightly informed; that he, in other things, 
afterwards acknowledged the hand of the Lord; butin many 
points from henccforth diffented from many of his feliow- 
labourers, cfpecially in regard of the method; but, never- 
thelefs, was at all times faithfully concerned for them. 


§ 106. 


Ow the 17th of February 1743 he arrived in England, 
with acompany of twenty perfons, having been in preat 
danger in a ftorm on the Enghth coaft, It has been already 
menuoned in § 81, that the Brethren here had become ac- 
quainted with many awakened fouls, and had been intreated 
by them, and by fome minifters, to take them under their 
Gare, In the year 1742, on the roth of Noyember, by the 
advice of the ordinary, a more particular regulation was 
made among them at London. Yet they were not to look up- 
on themfelves as a Moravian Brethren’s congregation; byt 
as focieties in the church of England, in union with the 
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Brechicen’* fat being: gréatly difturbed at their mectings ‘by 
frequent mobs, and, therefore, taking out a ficence for their 
CHapels dndl‘meeting-houfes, in which they mutt be called by 
a particular religious denomination ; they called themfelves, 
Moravian Brethren. The ordinary {ent a proteft againft this 
from America, dated November the 1gth, to be depofited 
by the Brethren in the archives of the archbifhop at Lam- 
éeth. ‘But not much notice was taken of it; nor could he 
do any thing more in the affair. He, however, rejoiced at 
the great bleffing in England, and the fine profpect of a 
ftill greater harveft. Thomas Erfkine, Efgy a Scotch gen- 
tleman, and member of parliament, inviting the Brethren, 
inthe name of fome Prefbyterian minifters, to Scotland, a 
Brother was fent thither from the feminary, who ftaid there 
fot fome time. 

From London the ordinary went to York/ire, into the 
pasts about Leeds and Halifax, where, fince the year 17395 
feveral Brethren, with the Rev. Benjamin Ingham, 
preached the gofpel to many thoufand fouls. In the year 
1742, twelve hundred perfons, who had hitherto been in 
focieties under his miniftry, had, by his advice, committed 
themfelves to the care of the Brethren, promifing withal 
to continue in the church of England, ‘The Brethren, who 
had the care of them, and preached in many places, Jived 
then at Smith-Heufe. Many having requcfted to be received 
into the Brethren’s congregation, which could not well be 
refufed to fuch as did not belong to the church of England, 
or had before feparated from it; the ordinary advifed them 
to take a place near Pudjey, where the Brethren from Ger-- 
many, with fuch of the Englifh as were defisous of living 
with them, might build a particular congregation-piace._ 

‘On his return to London, he vifited fome do@ors of ile 
vinity at Cambridge, as alfo the Brethren’s fchool, or child~ 
ren’s"bkconomy, at Broadoaks i in Eff . At Landon he vi- 
fitda the archbtthop Fobn Patter, primate of all England, 
Who HM retatied hus’ pood oe towards the Brethren, 

and 
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and entreaged them to continug ia the old Sinplicity,imnd 
not to be @ifturbed im it by the learned, either withoufer 
within their own circle. The ordinary alfo depofited in'the 
archiepifcopal library at Lambeth, the original writings con- 
cerning the correfpondence with the Greek church. Among 
others, he got at London fome acquaintance with the eminent 
Methodift minifter, George Whitefield, who again fought con- 
nexion with the Brethren, When the ordinary left Englands 
he wrote a cordial but fertous letter to him, touching feveral 
things which had fallen under his notice. He alfo publifhed 
a declaration why the congregations and focisties of the Bre- 
thren were not to be looked upon as being the fame with 
Mr, Wefley’s inftitutions. 

. Moreover, the ordinary found at London a Socicty for the 
Faurtherance of the Gofpel, or a company of Brethren and 
friends, who, according to tne exhortation of the Apoftle 
Febn, in his third Epiftle, ver. 5 t0 8, had agreed tfreceive 
in love the Brethren going among the Hefttien, who were 
often obliged to wait {ome tme for an opportumt,, to 
entertain them, to care for thew paffage, to provide them 
with neceffaries on the way, and to forward ther letteis and 
accounts. They met once a month, in order to read the 
accounts come to hand, and made a collection at this op-~ 
portunity for dcfraying the expences, which they loducd in 





the hands of a committee, who met every wick to confult 
the benefit of the miffions. 


§ 107. 

In the beginning of Apri] the ordinary arrived in LLoiland. 
At Amfterdam he found the jittle flock of fouls united with 
the Brethren, notwithftanding all reproach and difturbance, 
in an happy way, and the minifleis among them in great 
blefling. The colony at Heer enayk, indeed, had not increafed 
much, but was as a light to the whole country. Whofoever 
came thither (and the calumnies often induced many curious 

people 
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people to refort thither) had“ an opportunity of Reing and 
hearing themfelves the direct contrary to the reports circu- 
Jated concerning them, by the doétring, life and converfa- 
tion of the Brethren. ‘This proved an inducement to many, 
whofe hearts were affeCted on the occafion, to feek the fel- 
lowhhip of the Brethren at Amfterdam. 

At the Hague the ordinary found the deputy of the Bre- 
thren, Abraham de Gerfdorf who, in order to procure reft 
for the opprefled mifficns in the We? Indies, and to obtain 
leave for the reftoration of the miffions at the Cape and ja 
Caylan, had folicited the States general for church- liberty, 
in behalf .of the Proteftant Moravia church, in the United 
Provinces. The latter feemed to the ordinary unneceflary’ 
and fuperfluous. The examination of the doétrine and 
conftitution of the Proteftant Moravian church being by 
the States general referred to a committee, he laid before 
them the ftate of the cafe, and what he and the Brethren 
properly intended in this affair. It remains however, to 
this day, by the before-mentioned gracious refolution of 
the States general; and the Brethren have hitherto led in the 
Dutch dominions a quiet and peaceable life under their dear 
magiftrates. 

At Amfterdam he found the bifhops and elders of the 
church of the Brethren waiting for him. "They laid before 
him what had been done to that ume in every refpeét, toges: 
ther with their motives and proceedings. He declared, in 
feveral matters, his fcruples and diflent; but was gladly 
convinced 10 many points of the propricty of their pro« 
ceedings. 

In their company he found his eldeft fon, Chriffian Rena- 
tus, in a much more pleafing ftate than he had left him at 
his departure, and could have expected. He refolved, from 
henceforth, to make ufe of him in the affairs of the kingdom 
of God committed to him. He alfo found here Balthafar 
Frederic, count of Promniz, of Halban, &c. who, in his ab- 
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fence, hag’ been induced, ty reports of varisus kinds, 
to feek acquaintance with the Brethren, arid, his heart 
having been entirely changed by the grace of God, had de- 
fired and obtained admiffion into the congregation of the 
Brethren ; upon which he devoted himfelf to the fervice of 
the Brethren’s church. 


§ 108. 


Asour the end of April the ordinary came to Wetterae 
via, and arrived at Herrnbaag, juft as the congregation wag 
affembled for a congregation-day. He caufed great joy by 
a difcourfe and relation of his travels and labours. In this 
diftri& every thing was greatly altered. Afartenborn was 
the feat of the Moravian bifhops, and the chapel in the pa- 
lace was granted to the Brethren for public worfhip. Ron- 
neburg had been rented of the count of Yenburg Waeclterfbach, 
and there was a {mall congregatron here. The firft contract 
concerning Herrnhaag of 1738, was cancelled, and a new 
contract of January the rift, 1743, was made in its flead, 
fignéd by the count of Yfenburg Buedingen and his three fons, 
In this deed the Moravian Brethren’s church was acknow- 
ledged as an orthodox Proteftant congregation, from a vanety 
of teftimonies, from their own writings, and from their 
doétrine and practice to that time, fufficiently tried ; and 
had obtained the neceflary immunities. But that which gave 
the ordinary moft uneafinefs in this affair, was, that the 
Brethren had, at the fame time, procured a Joan for the count 
of Buedingcex. He had, fome years ago, promifed the count 
of Vjenburg Meerholz, by way of gratitude for his ready re- 
ception of the Brethren at Marienborn, to procure him in 
Holland a loan upon Marienborn. But the regency at Bue- 
dingen had perfuaded the Brethren to lend them the half of ° 
it, upon a mortgage of the caftle of Leuffadt and other 
eftates. In order to induce the creditor in Holland the more 
eafily to it, certain privileges and exemptions were allowed 

him 
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him and his.agents by the regency in the mortgage-deed ; 
which afterwards, when the government came into the hands 
of another dire&tor, who in all things followed the advice of 
an illuftrious adverfary of the ordinary, were attended with 
a variety of grievous confequences, in which the ordinary 
was alfo involved by degrees. The mortgage was redeemed ; 
but the enmity againft the ordinary increafed, and fell at laft 
upon the inhabitants of Hérrnhaag. The privilege, obtained 
in 1742, terminated in this, that in 1750 this congregation, 
which they now endeavoured to charge with being an erro» 
neeus fect, and not to be tolerated, was compelled to emi- 
grate ; as we fhall fee in its place. 

Many difficulties alfo occurred with refpect to AZarien- 
born, which were fo far compromifed by the ordinary, that 
his lady, to the great fatisfaGtion of the houfe of Meerhole, 
had the mortgage afligned to her by the creditor in Holland, 
Here the ordinary fixed again his refidence, ferved his fa- 
mily and the congregations at Herrnnaag and Ronneburg 
alternately with the gofpel, and toox in particular a faithfal 
care of the feminary at Marienborn, which had greatly in- 
creafed in lus abfence. 


§ 109. 

From the ift to the 12th of July, a Synod was held at 
Hirfchberg in Vegtland, in which, among other points, the 
ftate of the congregations in the territories of Gotha and 
Brandenburg was taken into confideration, With regard to 
the former, the cafe was this. Since a few years, great 
awakenings had partly arifen, and partly continued, through 
the fervice of the Brethren, in Thu ingia and Franconia; anid 
here and there little flocks were gathered, and fome of them 
‘regulated according to the platform of the congregations, 
But fince fuch regulations in towns and villages, in imita- 
taon of fettled congregations, were abrogated at the fynod at 
Ebesfdorf, in 1739, Seas to §88; and many fouls 
T 3 wers 


278 Mopeaw Hisroay sf Be Beerneah, Part V. 


were either epprefled in their places of abode; or defirous to 
be better*cared for, and to enjoy more fellowfhip, on which 
account they wifhed to move to the congregation-places of the 
Brethren, the too great increafe of which was not thought ex- 
pedient; the Brethren had confidered about providing a place 
for them, where they might fettle, and form a congreyation 
under the infpection of the Brethren. In this view the 
Count of Promnix bought the village New Dietendorf, not far 
from Gatha, which was formerly built by count Gorter for 
foreign manufacturers, but now almoft dcferted. The in- 
Clination of moft of the Brethren was at that time, to plant 
congregations according to the Moravian church-conftitu- 
‘tion. ‘Therefore, church-liberty was alfo folicited for in 
Gotha. But here the Brethren gmet with a cefuial, The 
ordinary, who, as foon as he heard of this undertaking of 
the Brethren, prefently faw, that 1¢ would not be praética- 
ble, being inconfiftent with the conftitution of church and 
ftate in the duchy of Gotha, wrote from Amfterdam, oa the 
6th of April, aletter to the duke, which 15 inferted in the Bue- 
dingen Collection, (Vol. 111. p. 571.) in which he declared, 
that he could not confent toa Moravian, but would heartdy 
concur in fettling a Lutheran, Brethren’s congregation in the 
territorics of Gotua, after the example of Herrnhut; and that 
he would promote it, if it could be effected upon reafonable 
terms. In the mean while, thofe Brethren, who lived in 
that neighbourhood for the fervice of the difperfed 
Brethren and Sifters in Thuringia, had removed to 
this new place in the beginning of the year 1743. But as 
difficuliies of importance arofe, they withdrew from hence, 
fome fcw excepted, who ftaid to take care of the eftate, in 
May, and went to Manienborn and Herrnhaag. Since this 
firft evacuating of the place, a number of awakened people 
out of that diftriét gathered there together by degrees. -But 
they were again obliged to leave this place in 1748, until 

circum- 
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circumftances fhould alter ; which, as we fhall fee hereafter, 
came to pafs. 


§ 110. 


In the extenfive ftates of his Pruffian majefty were here 
and there great awakenings, which the Brethren, with others, 
were the means of keeptng alive. ‘The Moravian Brethren, 
at the time of their emigration, were, on their way through 
Silefa, become acquainted with many fincere fouls. Among 
others, a new life had taken place among the fo-called 
Praying Child en of 1706, now grown up. Silefia abounded 
with defcendents of the ancicnt Bohemian Brethren, who 
had retired hither over the mountains out of Bohemia and 
Moravia, and whom God had gracioufly vifited, The fouls 
concerned for their falvation, were from time to time vifited 
in ftilnefs by Brethren from Herrnbut. £E) nef? Fulius de Seid- 
itz, an old acquaintance of the ordinary, took faithfully care 
of them, and preached the gofpel to them at private mect- 
ings in his manfion-houfe in Upper Peilau, near Reichen- 
bach, as he had done before at Schoenbrunn; on which ace 
count he, in 1738 *, incurred a fevere imprifonment, from 
which he was not delivered, till the Prufian troops marched 
into the country at the end of the year 1740. This oppor- 
tunity the Brethren made ule of to vifit the awakened in all 
parts. But though, at the ceflion of the country to the 
king of Pruffia, a general liberty of confcience, and privi- 
Jegzes were granted for erecting Pioteftant places of worfhip ; 
yet, the Brethren being apprehenfive of expofing them- 
felves, now even more than before, to oppreffion and 
encroachments, fo as formerly the minifters at Te/chen and 
other places had found it by experience from their colleagues 
and men of their own religion ; they not only folicited for 


$ At that time this country was under the houfe of Anftria. 
(The Editor.) 
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ecclefiaftical and religious diberty, which, as in all the 
king’s dominions; fo :n particular in Silefia, was granted 
them on the 25th of December 1742, :n fuch a manner, 
that, in fpiritual and ecclefiaftical affairs, they were to be 
fubordinate to no confiftory, but folely and alone to their bi- 
fhops, under his majefty’s fupreme dominion and protection ; 
but they alfo fupplicated for permiffion, like all other Pro-~ 
teftants, to build places of worfhip, which they obtained 
from time to time at Grof/s Kraufche, Burau, Peterfwalde, 
Roefnitz, and Upper Peilau. 

The ordinary declared to the Brethren, efpecially at the 
fynod at Hirfchberg, that he looked upon it as unneceffary 
and fuperfluous, to begin now to feek church-liberty in the 
dominions of the houfe of Brandenburg , fince it was cer-~ 
tain that the Brethren had at all times enjoyed the particu- 
lar protection of that electoral houfe, and, until 174., had 
the dean of the king’s chapel for their bifhop ; the ordinary 
hirfelf, after previous examination and approbation, having 
been confecrated a bifhop, and publicly preached the gof- 
pel at Berlin. He was afraid the adverfaries might turn 
this particular privilege to-the difadvantage of the Bre- 
thren, end, on that very account, endeavour to lay them 
under reftrictions, as a diftin@ conftitution, yea, to cut 
them off entirely from the communion of the Lutheran 
church. It was alfo quite contrary to his conftant way of 
thinking and rule of conduct, that the Brethren had ac- 
cepted of this liberty, without an examination of their 
doétrine and conftitution, and without again plainiy declar- 
ing themfelves adherents to the Auguftan confeffion. 

Upon this, the Brethren requefted him to go himfelf to 
Berlin, in order to lead the affair into its proper channel 
with the king’s minifters. On the 21ft of July 1743 he 

arrived 
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arrived’ there, and immediately prefented 2 memorial to the 
king, -in which he expreffed the above-mentioned and fome 
other fcruples; requefted an examination of the Brethren 
as to their doétrine and practice, and that a ftop might be 
put to the charges of herefy, and other impudent calumnies 
againft the Bacthren. The fynod alfo made a reprefentation, 
nearly of the fame import. As to the examination, after 
the Royal word was once given, this was efteemed no longer 
neceffary ; and, from the recorded declarations of the Bre- 
thren for the Auguftan confeffion, and the conferences with 
the king’s minifters, it was again declared, That the Brethresty 
as to their doctrine, avow the Auguflan confeffion, and, therefore, 
fo far, cannot but be looked upon as of the fame faith. The 
king’s mintfters endeavoured, by a notification to the Corpus 
Evangelicorum * at the Diet of the Empire, to put a ftop to 
the charges of herefy. The minifter of ftate, De Cocceji, de- 
Jivered his fentiments on the fubje€t, and fhowed, that the 
Brethren had been examined in the yeat 1737, and found to 
be adherents to the Auguftan confeffion ; that their difference 
from other Proteftants confifted only in their having a fir- 
ticular church-difcipline, bifhops, and their own fynod, and 
providing for their Brethren, to prevent their being chargeable 
to others. The ordinary made fome obfervations upon’ it, 
and went on the 8th of Auguft to Silefia, and, towards the 
end of the year, to Livonia; as we fhal! foon fce herc- 
after. 

In the mean while, the deputics of the Brethren procecd- 
ed in their negotiations , and, in the year 1745, the ordina- 
ry came agam to Berlin, to confer with the king’s minifters, 
and then left the matter again to the deputies of the Bre- 
thren, whofe negotiations, though not according to the 
proper with of the ordinary, ended 1n the general conceffion, 
which was renewed May the 7th, 1746. 


* The Cerpus Evanzelicorum are the rcprefentatives of the Pro- 
teftant fiates at the diet at Ratybon, (The Editor.) 


§ tr 
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§ 111, 


As to the requefted places of worfhip, no more than three 
of them, which the king had allowed by fpecial grants, were 
completed. That at Grofs Kraufcke, near Bunzlau, was the 
firft, granted January the sth, 1743. That at*Upper Peilau, 
not far from Reichenbach, was the fecond, granted on the 
27th of July the fame year. Near thefe places of worfhp, 
fome Brethren out of thofe parts, together with other colo- 
nifts out of diftant congregations and countries, fettled, 
and were regulated as proper congregations of the church- 
conftitution of the Moravian Brethren; to which alfo the 
Brethren out of the circumjacent parts were joined. The 
former congregation-place was called Guadenberg, and the 
latter, Gnadenfrey. As the king particularly defired a fet- 
tlement near New/alz on the Oder, foa place of worfhip 
was likewife built there, and a cclony of foreign Brethren 
eftablifhed, for which a fpecial grant was obtained on thé 
rage ot June, 1743- In purfuance of the king’s order, 
“ore of the bifhops of the Brethren was to refide in Suleiia. 
Polycard Mueller was appointed for this purpofe, who tock 
part of the Seminary and Pedagogium (academy) along 
with him thither. He lived with themat firftin the manfion- 
houfe in Lower P.ilin, and then at Urfchkau, not far from 
Newlalz, tl the building of this colony was finifhed ; and 
augmented the padigooium with the children of fome no- 
blemen, and other yousz people of this and the adjacent 
countris After his dvach, an the ycar 1747, the pxda- 
gogium removed to New/alz, and was traniplanted again 
from thence to the mantfion houfe in Lower Peilau. His 
fucceflor, bifhop fsbn George Waiblinger, lived at Gnaden- 
berg. 

Many difficulties were ra:fed againft the grant of a place of 
worthip at Peterfwalde, by count Promnx of Sorau, who 
‘Intended to build there a Lutheran place of worfhip. ‘Fhe 

ordinary 
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ordinary being unwilling to fet up altar againft altar, and the 
Brethren there living near Gnadenfrey ; the fynod itfelf 
requefted of the king to fufpend this grant for the prefent, 
which was alfo done, 

The Brethren at Roefnitz in Upper Silefia, to whom alfo 
fome Bohemian refugees and other Brethren in thofe parts 
were joined, had likewife obtained a grant, dated July the 
25th, 1743, for a place of worfiip; in confequence of 
which, they got a minifter of the Ercthren’s congregation, 
But this minifter beng oppreff2d by the other inhabitants, 
they obtained from the k'ng a parucular aflurance of their 
liberty. But fo many difficulues were made by the other 
inhabitants, thar the buriding of ths place of worfhip did 
not take place. Upon this, the Brethren from Moravia, 
who had again begun to emigrate in great numbers, re- 
forted, fome to Gnadenfiey, fome to other countries; and 
the profpc& of a colony of foreign Proteftants vanifhed 
entirely, 

The cafe was the fame with an intended colony at Adont~ 
meraid in the principality of Neufchattel. Some Bretkgen 
inthe German and French cantons of Switzerland, efpe- 
cially in Geneva, withed to fettle there. They had been 
informed, that many Waldcntfes of the valleys of Piedmont, 
as alfo Reformed of France, would join them*, They, 
feeking to profit by the church-liberty which the king had 
granted the Brethren in all his dominions, fent their depu- 
ties to Berlin in 1742, and obtained the Royal confent, and 
a mandate to the governor. 

Upon this Royal grant, they began to build in Adont- 
miral. Wut the claflis of Neufchattel making objections 
to it, they were obliged to defift, Some of them removed 


* One of the deputies, after a fiuitlefs attempt in 1744, 
made the neat year a vifit in the vaileys of the Waldenfes, by 
way of Genoa, Turin, and Safa, and returned in great danger 
over the mountains covered with fnow, without being difcovered 
by the watch, through France to Susixerland, 


ta 


284 Mopragi®iisvoer ei meGkeruaen, Part V. 


to Herrabaags and, finedis9 50, frots thence to New Wieds 
and the hopes of a colony.of Waldenfes: faiicd. 

The Brethren at Stettin, and in that country, (Pruffan 
Pomerania) were willing to put fuch a conftruction upgn the 
church-liberty, that they were entitled by it, as Moravian 
Brethren to have their feparate religious worfhip. They had, 
even without their feeking, obtained leave fo- it. For, being 
accufed of having private mectings, which were in general 
prohibited, an anfwer followed from Berlin, that the Mo- 
ravian Brethren could not be hindered from meeting together 
in an houfe, as long as they had no church. Upon their 
repeated requeft, though contrary to the mind of the ordi- 
nary and of many Brethren, a congregation-regulation was 
made among them in 1744, and Zohn Adam Schmidt, who 
had before been in office, as a Lutheran minifter, was given 
them as their minifter. They obtained, in the year 1744, 
according to their defire, a certificate from the congregation 
of the Brethren, that they fhould be looked upon as mem- 
bers of the Moravian church, until their real ftate fhould be 
méye particularly examined into, and known: upon which 
they received a Royal confirmation of the free exercife of 
their religion, until farther orders. Yea, the king’s fchool- 
houfe in the Laffadse, which formerly belonged to the Rev. 
Mr. Schinmayer, was fold to them by the confiftory for a 
place ef worfhip. But fo many difturbances arofe on this 
account, that, in 1746, the place of worfhip was fhut up, At 
length, they were perfuaded by the Brethren to fell this 
houfe again, to meet in ftilnefs, and by degrees (though 
it coft much trouble for fome years) to return to the Luy 
theran church and conftitution, 


§ 112. 


Ar the ordinary’s firft coming to Berlin in 1743, in or- 
der to confer with the king’s minifters concerning the Sile- 


fian church-affair, his aim was, to maintain the Brethren ‘in 
Silefia, 
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Silefia, conformably to the Upiasra pt Tuebingen, in connexion 
with the Lutheran church-gonftitution.: and, in fome meafure, 
to make the Brethren’s congregations in Silefia again fubpr- 
dinate to the confiftories, from which, as has been faid above, 
they were exempted, and left to their own bifhops, His 
intention, indeed, was, that they fhould retain their own 
regulation and church-difcipline, and the right to call their 
own minifters; but thefe fhould prefent themfelves to the 
Lutheran confiftory for examination, fubfcribe the Auguftan 
confeffion, and be under the direction of the confiftory. 
He, firft of all, conferred with a certain great minifter on 
this head, with whom he deliberated upon the whole affair 
of the Brethren in Silefia : but he advifed him againft it, for 
feveral important reafons. Notwithftanding this, he kept to 
his purpofe, and, after his return, in the year 1744, from Lie 
vonia to Silefia, fent, at different times, a deputy to the ine 
fpectors * Burg at Breflau, and Minor at Landjbut, who con- 
ferred with them upon the affair, and received fome hopes, 
that the regulation, fo as he defired it, would take effect. Tape 
ordinary then entered into a correfpondence with the former, 
and laid a plan of this affair before the fynod at Marienborn 
n 1744. The Brethren, indeed, fhowed no inclination 
for 1t, becaufe both the continuing controverfial writings, 
and the opinion of the aforefaid minifter of ftate, promifed 
them no great benefit from it; and thofe Brethren who were 
natives of Moravia, were of opinion, that ther Brethren 
in Silefia, as defcendents of Bohemian refugees, belonged to 
their church-infpection. But yet they fubmitted to a negotia- 
tion with the Silefian divines, in order to avoid the appear 
ance of a {chifm, But fince thefe divines laid Dr. Baumgar- 
ten’s Opinion about the queftion, ‘* Whether the Brethren 


* An ecelefiaftical exfpe@or in the Latheran church is a clergy- 
man, under whofe infpeétion are all the clergy of a certain dif- 
trict, and is as much asa diocefan. (The Editors) 


I “* ought 
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S* ought ‘to be reckoned to the Zagkeran church? which 
he anfwers in the negative *, as the foundation, and there- 
fore required fo much of the Brethren in Silefia, that they 
had no other way left for an union, but to confider the 
church of the Brethren as erroneous, and to renounce all 
communion with the fame; the ordinary was obliged, to his 
grief, to lay afide his well-meant and falutary defign ; to let 
every thing remain agreeable to the general Royal grant once 
obtained, and to look upon, and treat, the conyregations In 
Silefia, as congregations of the Moravian Brethren. 


§ 113. 

Tue ordinary found likewife at Berlin bufinefs to tranfaét 
in the affairs of the Bohemian Brethren. He had, till now, 
interfered very little, or not at all, in it, bemg deterred 
from it by the difturbances of the Bohemians in Saxony in 
4732, (§ 38 40.) and by the errors in which he feund 
them entangled in 1738 at Berlin. The Bel. mians of Ger- 
lathfheim were alfo, moft of them, departed from their good 
orders, defcribed § 44, and thus fome were fallen aflcep, which 
was occafioned partly by thefe difturbances and errors ; partly 
by feparating, fome of them fettling in Ruet/dorf, while 
others lived fcattered at Berlin among the rcft of thc Bohe- 
mians; partly by the cares of this hfe. Yet {till fome of 


* This Opznzon was occafioned by a clergyman of Weflphalia, 
who wanted to render another clergyman fufpeéted, who had re- 
ceived a fiudent fiom the Brethren, as tutor, and afiiftant in 
preaching. Thovgh the Brethren wonld not anfwer to all that 
was written againil them, yet they could not leave this writing 
unan{wered, it being fo direétly contrary to the well-known Opr- 
nion of the theological faculty of Tuchimgen, of 1732.,(§ 47) 
They fhowed the groundlefinefs of it in Stegfrzed s Confideration of 
Dy. Baumgarten’s Opinion, and proved clearly and inconteltably, 
hye the congregations of the Brethren maintain the fame doétrine 
with other true adherents to the Auguftan conftiion, and ought 
not to be excluded by them on account of a different church-daf- 
etpline and ufages, 


them 
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themrnever failed to vit at Méirrnhut, time after time, and 
were alfo vifited and encouraged by Brethren paffing that 
way. About the year 1740 a new emotion arofe among the 
Bohemians at Drefden, Zittau, Gebhard/dorf, and in other 
places. They came frequently to Herrnhut on vifits, and 
converfed with the Brethren concerning more connexion 
both with each other and the congregation of the Brethren. 
Some of them, in 1741, fought out their countrymen at 
Berlin. ‘ They,fhowed them * the infufficiency of mere 
** religious exercifes, the danger of an attachment to men, 
‘© and the fectarifm and {chifm fpringing from it, and the 
*¢ Jike; directing them to the chief point, the remrffion of 
fins through faith in Jefus, and the fanctification and prefer- 
vation of foul and body, flowing from his merits, &c.— 
‘+ This was the matter, which found place in us; it being 
“* the fame as Mr. Schudz had continually preached to us. 
“ Only it became to us a cuftomary thing, and confifted. 
“* as to the greateft part, more in knowledge, than in expe- 
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rience,” &c. 

The Bohemian Brethren were greatly enlivened by this 
vilit of their countrymtn, and at the fame time took occa- 
fion to reftore the regulations for the edification of their 
fouls, which, till now, had been interrupted. But capable 
perfons were wanting, to rule over them with grace and wif- 
dom; as their fubfequent minifter Zacharias Gelinek, or 
HHirfebel, writes in his Hiflerical Account. This gave rife to 
various divifions, nor did S.bu/z himfelf fee any poffibility of 
uniting them. They, therefore, determined to requeft the 
advice and affiftance of the congregation at Herrnhut, with 
whom they formerly had been in connexion at Gerlachfheim, 
and difpatched two Brethren, George Pakoffa and Nicholas 
Fehx, with a petition to them. 


* So it is faid in the Dec/aration of the members of the court 
of juftice at Ruekfacrf, mentioned in § 45; with which agrees 
the Account given in the Life of then minilter Auguffia Schulz. 
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Thefe found deputies there from the reft of the Bohemians 
in Saxony, who requefted the congregation to receive them 
and their Brethren into their fellowfhip, and either to fupply 
them with labourers in their places of abode, or to give them 
leave to move to Herrnhut. But neither the one nor the 
other could or durft be done in the fituation of things 
at that time. However, as they afked advice, in pur- 
fuance of a right they claimed to the Unity of the Brethren, 
as defcendents of the Bohemian Brethren, they were direQt- 
ed to the conference of the bifhops of the Moravian Brethren 
at Marienborn. In confequence of this, they joined in dif- 
patching thither three deputies, Thomas and Neumann from 
Zittau, and Pefchina from Drefden. Thefe arrived at 
Herrnhaag, on the 17th of March 1742, with the remarkable 
word of the day, They fhall be ny people, and I wall be their 
God, in truth and in righteoufnefs. Zech. vir. 8. Here they 
declared their defire, and, to the joy of all their Brethren, 
received for anfwer, that, as foon as it was practicable, fome 
labourers fhould be fent to the Brethren at Berlin and Ruek(- 
dorf, as affiftants of their minifter. But thofe in the Saxon 
territories, who were defirous of living in a congregatign of 
the Brethren, were adviled to accept of an offer of Sigi/mund 
Augufius de Ger fdorf, to fettle a particular colony upon his 
eftate Trebus, in the diftriat of Gocrlitz ; that thus, without 
moleftation and reftriCtion, they might enjoy the care of the 
Brethren. Auguft the 8th 1742, this place, which was 
called Nicfky, was begun to be built. The daily word 
was again remarkable: The Lord did not fet his love upon 
you, nor choofe you, becaufe ye were more inmumber than any 
people 5 for ye were the feweff of all people but becaufe the Lord 
houed you. Deut. vite 78. with the collect, 


“© To keep the /ow/y* in their gracious fight : 


s¢ But fince his kind paternal eyes delight 
66 We to his care have a moft fpecial right.” { 


* The Bohemian, Word Nyy fignifies Low/y. 
§ 114. 
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Wirn refpe& to the ohigusian Brethren at Berlin and 
Ruck/dorf in particular, 1g ‘labourers were at firft found for 
them ; and Zacharias Hirfebel, » ative of Bohemia, declined 
the call for the prefent, being intent upon going among 
the Calmucs ; as we fhall fee hereafter. But the Bohemians 
continued their requeft for labourers, until the fynod in the 
year 1744, when Nicholas Andrew Fafchke, from Moravia, 
accepted a call to them. He came to Berlin on the 6th of 
O@ober, and was fo fuccefsful as to unite the feveral par- 
ties among them, and to reconcile thofe that had been at 
variance with their minifter Schulz, unto him. With refped 
to their regulations, which they had partly brought with 
them from Gerlachfheim and maintained hitherto, and partly 
renewed fince 1741; he made no confiderable alterations, 
They made ufe of the public miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Schulz, 
and continued, with his approbation, and under his direc- 
tion, their private meetings and bands, and Jefchke gave 
him a due account of the ftate of the fouls, 

When the ordinary in 1745 came the fecond time to 
Berlin, on account of the Silefian affair, both the minifter 
and the labourers of the Bohemian Brethren conferred with 
him concerning a clofer union with the church of the Bre- 
thren, and participation of their church-privileges, But, 
not being fufficiently informed of their origin, nor enough 
diftinguifhing them from the other Bohemians, he was ftill 
{crupulous (according to his own expreffion, in his Natural 
Refleftions, p. 2735) to confider them as a part of the Unity, 
properly belonging to the church of the Brethren; and tp 
commit them to the infpection of the bifhops. He rather 
advifed them to adhere to the Lutheran conftitution, and to 
the miniftry of the Rev. Mr, Schulz, which had. been fo 
greatly bleffed to them, and after his death to look out for 
another Lutheran minifter, in whom they could place confi- 


dence, 
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dence. However, he approved of it, that fuch as could be 
acknowledged worthy conamunicants, might go together, 
ona day, when there was io other communion, to the Lord’s 
fupper in the hofpital-chu h of St. Gertrude, to which 
the Rev, Mr. Schulz had bé n called fome years ago. The 
Brethren from among the Germans fhowed a defire to receive 
the holy communion at the fame time with the Bohemian 
Brethren, Schulz was fcrupulous about it, and made ens 
quiry of the king, “« Whether he myght receive the Mora- 
“¢ vian Brethren, who offered to communicate with him'?” 
May the 14th 1746 he teceived this anfwer, ‘ That he might, 
“without fcruple, receive fuch as were come from other 
* countries; but as tothe natives, who were hitherto joined 
* to other churches, they muft produce the ufual certificate of 
* their difmiffion from their former parifh-minifter.”. Thus, 
from Michaelmas 1746, he adminiftered the Lord’s fupper 
in the church of St. Gertrude to the Bohemian and German 
Brethren, and continued fo to do without inte:ruption to his 
end, when another regulation was agtecd upon. 


§ 115. 

Tue ordinary having, in the year 1743, at Berlin, brought 
the church-affair of the Brethren tn Silefia into a proper 
channel, and an order being given to the chief departments 
of the government by a Royal refcript, to further the exe~ 
cution of it; he went to Silefia, and took his refidence at 
Burau, a place belonging to count Promnitz, mentioned 
§ 107. This “nobleman intended to eftablith a Brethren’s 
congregation there. He fet apart the hall of his manfion- 
houfe for a place of worfhip, which he called Guadek, and 
made a beginning of building fome houfes for colonifts, 
whom he was to receive from the Brethren’s congregations, 
not fettled in Saxony. But departing this life on the ad of 
February 1744, and various difficulties arifing afterwards 
concerning the colony, it was put a ftop to, and at laf 


quite dropped. 
Here 
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Here the ordinary wae vited ‘by many Brethren from 
flerrnhut, with whom he conferred about the welfare of 
that congregation. He then, taking a journey through Si- 
lefia, viewed the diftri& of Mitufalz, where the king withed 
to have a colony of the Brethren; went from thence to 
Grofs Kraufihe and Peilau, and farther to Upper Sitefia, in 
order to inform himéfelf of the circumftances there, efpecially 
concerning Ree/nitz. 

After this vifie in Silefia, he fet out, in November 17435 
on his journey to Zivenia: upon which, at Breflaw, on the 
2ift of November, a fulemn Vocation was given him by the 
Brethren, to be the Servant of the Proteflant Moravian Church, 
invefied with full power. 

The ftate of the cafe was this. The ordinary had, even 
before his return from Amefica, in writing, and afterwards 
frequently by word of mouth, made his objections to feveral 
undertakings of the Brethren, which made a great fhow ; 
and had fometimes declared, that he would rather chufe to 
be releafed from his office and miniftry in the church of 
the Brethren, than fuffer things to be done, which he could 
not *pprove of, This, the Brethren neither could nor would 
comply with. Though they could not fee that, in his ab- 
fence, any thing had been done in the church of the Bre~ 
thren, as to eflentials, which was repugnant to their funda- 
mental plan; yet they acknowledged that, in fome particu- 
lars, they had erred in the way and method. They, therefore, 
defired him to take the affairs in his hand anew, and conduct 
them into the right channel. This he acquiefced in, as we 
have feen hitherto. But as he ftill continued to {peak of 
laying down his office and miniftry, the labourers of the 
church of the Brethren then prefent in Silefia, being defirous 
of preventing it, offered a new commiffion to him, in regard 
of the affairs of the Brethren’s church, which, as he himielf 
declared, chiefly confifted in this, that, without his know- 
ledge, neo negetiation fhould be carried on with thofe out of 
their circle, in she name of the church of the Brethren, nof 
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any thing altered in the inward conftitution of the congre- 
gation, 

But he did not fignify his acceptance of this full power, 
till after his return from Livenia, in the autumn of the year 
following, having declared his mind in an ample deduGtion 
fent to the bifhops, elders, and minifters of the church of the 
Brethren, concerning the late and prefent proceedings of the 
Unity, and made his remarks upon feveral things. To this he 
received an extenfive anfwer. Thefe tg writings, which are 
inferted in The prefent Form of the Crofs’s Kingdom of Fefusy 
(p. 217 to 232, and p. 241 to 248.) afford the beft dlufs 
tration both of the inward ftate of the Brethren’s congrega~ 
tions at that time, and of their outward fituation. 


§ 116, 


As to Livonia*, whither the ordinary went in November, 
the great and bleffed work of God in the Lettonian and E/tho- 
Nan 


* Livonia is a province under the Ruffian empire, and copgpins 
two nations, who fpeak two different languages. ‘I hougf the 
eftablifhed religion in Ruffia is the Greek, yet the Lutheran is 
not only tolerated, bur is the eftablifhed religion in Livonia, 
When this country, i.e, Lettonia and Efihonia,was conquered from 
the king of sweden, and ceded by him to Ruffia, feveral civil and, 
ecclefiattical privileges were granted to the gentry and citizens 
eftablithed there, thefe are chiefly of German or Swedith extrac- 
tion. The natives are ina ftare of vaffalage, not much hort of 
pofitive flavery, and are not allowed, in any wife, che privileges 
of citizens. ‘Che original Lettonians, though defpifed by, and in, 
fabjection to, the German and Swedifh lords and citizens, yet look 
upon the Eithonians with great contempt, and will net affociate or 
intermingle with pen cee a oe vied a hensyand 
though many of them had been baptized, partly by perleaken, 
and cantly by force, and were called Chri iam yen feeb re. 
mained Heathens to all intents, and others-setained. their tea- 
thenifh cuftoms, and yet attended the Chrifttan ordiaugeps< at 
inftance of which is mentioned in this feftion, T'beie gvofm ignor- 
ance, blind fuperitition, and abject ftate as flaves, réendefed thems 
objets of pity; and as ignorance is always a companion, if - 

the 
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nian nations fince 1741, Was, bpexceeditg the proper bounds, 
fallen into great danger. I will briefly recapitulate fo much 
of the. affair from the beginaing, as I have found in the re- 
ports which were required inffome deans and minifters, and 
delivered to the upper confifgory. Lady Hadlart, according to 
$70, had in the year 1736 applied for, and obtained in 1737, 
fome catechifts for her fchool-inftitution at Wolnarfof. 
Hence arofe a great awakening among the Lefttonzans. The 
tutors, whom the s@bility and clergy had applied for, to 
inftru& the children and affift in preaching, and other do-~ 
meftics procured from the congregations of the Brethren, 
found an opportunity to lend the minifters in their extenfive 
parifhes an helping hand in the work among the. Efthonians 
and Lettonians. hefe nations were at that time ftill in- 
volved, in a great meafure, in blind fuperftition and grofs 
radolatry ; infomuch that one of thele minifters, the Rev. 
Fohn Chriftian Quandt, at Urbs, deftroyed, in his parith 
alone, about eighty groves and places for facrificing. My 
defign and propofed brevity do not allow me to give a more 
circumftanual account of the bleffing caufed by the Bre- 
eg nes the direGiion of the minifters, in many thou- 
fa uls, The fchool-inftitucion at Molmarfbof was foon 
found to be too confined, efpecially after it had been twice 
examined with high approbation by the general ecclefiaftical 
commiffion, and the minifters and lords of other partlhes had 
been advifed in like manner to fend perfons thither to be 
prepared for fchool-mafters. Lady Hallart, therefore, found 
herfelf in 1740 under a neceffity, the fchool being again too 
fall, after having once been enlarged, to erect a much 


the mother offuperftition, they were to be commiserated, Bur their 
being faves to-fin, and to. finsof the mof abominable and wenatuaral 
kinds, sendered their cafe moft deplorable, and this their unhappy 
conditiow was the motive to the endeavours of the Bieihceny ike 
osdisaepamdbhe pioas minifers in Livonia, to deliver them from 
their wae fpititual and moral flavery, and lead them to, the 
know! of the truth ae it is in Jefus. Blefled be God, their 
labour has not been.in vain. (The Editor.) 


U 3 greater 
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greater building for this inftitetion, which was called, 
Lammfberg. 

Among the E/ffhonians there was likewife a great awaken- 
ing, which was carried on @ith bleffing by the deans and 
munifters, with the affiftance of dome private tutors, and other 
Capable. domeftics, fent to them and to the lords of matiors 
from the Brethren’s congregation ; and freed from the fana- 
ticifm which had crept in at firft. Some colleagues whom 
the paftor primarius AZeéwitz had defgred and obtained from 
the Brethrcn’s congregation, laboured at the collegiate- 
fchool at Reval, and affifted him and the reft of the mini- 
fters in preaching, and 1n the private care of fouls, So far 
every thing proceeded here in good order, But, in the 
year 1741, this zealous and truly blefled minifter was mifled 
by a certain Brother, who was inclined to extravagances, 
and ated herein quite contrary to his inftru@tion, and to the 
mind of other Brethren, to fettle a particular congregation 
according to his iafight, and, as he called it, upon the plan 
of the apoitles. Having, befides, a great relifh for the pro- 
pofals made in Dr. Buddeus’s Preface to the Church-Hiftory of 
Comentus, for the introdudtion of a better reese 5 
many things of the Bohemian Brethren’s conftitutioY and 
church-difeipline were mimicked in this regulation. He 
extolled on all occafions, even at the fynods, the prefent 
Moravian church-conftitution ; introduced the Brethrens 
who were not intended to be Lutheran minfters, but their 
affiftants only, yea fuch as were no ftudents, into the fyn- 
ods, and caufed them to preach even on the moft diftin- 
guithed occafions. Many Lutheran minifters, who were 
ftruck by the truth of the gofpel, as by a fydden flafh of 
lightning, but knew not what they did, were, am order to 
pleafe him, received into the newly regulated congregation, 
and endeavoured to eftablifh fuch congregations alfo éa their 
parithes. Part of the Brethren, notwithftending..all the 
warning given them by other Brethren, were até drawn 
jmto thefe diforders, and contributed towards them. "This 

made 
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made a great noife, and, together with the controverfial 
writings added to it from Germany, gave rife to many dif- 
turbances, and even to a dangerous uproar at Reval. No- 
thing elfe could be expected tie an enquiry and the refent- 
ment of the magiftrates. Many minifters drew back for fear ; 
fome even endeavoured to clear themfelves of all blame, by 
accufing the Brethren, who, ignorant of the conftitution of 
the country, were in the beginning mifled by them. 


§ 417. 


THE ordinary, even before his going to America, had 
thoughe proper that his lady fhould go to the court of the 
then regent Anna at St. Peterfourg, by way of Copenhagen, 
where fhe did many good fervices for the benefit of the 
heathen-miffions in the Danith dominions. But in the mean- 
while, as the well-known revolution happened in the Ruf- 
fian emptre, fhe ftaid with her old friend, lady Hallart, and 
other acquaintances in Livonia. This gave occafion to her 
being charged with having a fhare in thofe diforders, Not- 
wig@@fanding this, fhe proceeded, about the end of January 
4 on her journey to Peterfburg, where fhe gave to feveral 
perfons of rank at the Impertal court a true idea of the 
church of the Brethren in genera], and of the work of God 
in Livonia in particular, She would likewife have been 
glad to have done this to her Imperial majefty herfelf, But 
as fhe could not conveniently obtain her purpofe, and in the 
mean time received intelligence of the return of her con- 
fort ; fhe went back to him. He, on his pare, was determined 
to do his utmoft, to have a diforder he had no hand in, and 
which ‘he highly difapproved of, enquired into and rooted 
out, Btid'to prevent the mifchief to be apprehended from it. 
For this'end, he fefolved to offer himfelf for examination, 
dot icyBivetiz, where 2 commiffion from the fipteme 
governdticht-wes now fitting, and at Peterfburg; but foand 
proper te fend ‘before him Arvid Gradin, who, in the year 
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17395 had beeni deputed tg the patriarch of Conftantinople, 
(§ go.) with a writing to the fynod which reprefents the 
Rufian church. But the deputy was feareely arrived at 
Peterfburg, when he was impeached as an emaflary by a Lu- 
theran minifter, and immediately put in iprifon, in which 
then three Brethren were confined, who had attempted 
to obtain pafsports to the neighbouring Heathen. He was 
obliged to fubmit to this confinement, under many vicifi-~ 
tudes, till the year 1747, when he and the three aforefaid 
Brethren were difmiffed, and returned to Germany, as we 
fhall fee in its place. However, the writing, which had 
been taken from him on his being arrefted, paffed through 
almoft every department, and the Imperial cabinet itfelf, 
into the hands of the fynod; and, without any farther ftep of 
his in the affair, had indeed not the defired effect, viz. an 
impartial examination of the ordinary and the church of the 
Brethren concerning the fhare they had in the Livonian 
commotions ; but yet did more good fervice to the church 
of the Brethren in general, and their caufe in Livoma, than 
could have been expected in the circumftances at that time, 


§ 118, 


Tue ordinary, who had received intelligence of the arreft 
of the deputy, and could neither know what the refult of it 
might be, nor what awaited himfelf, neverthelefs proceeded 
on his journey to Ruffia; feveral writings having been dif- 
patched, both by him and the fynod, to the Livonian flates, 
and the different departments of government, to the Imperial 
commiffion, and ta the vice-chancellor of the empire; in 
order, previoufly, to put them on all fides in a capacity of 
completing the examination fo much the more folidly and 
without delay. But at Riga, under the pretence that ‘no 
perlon of rank was permitted to travel to Peterfburg, with- 
put leave from the emprefs, he was detained. in the, citadel 
from the 24th of December 1743 to the 12th of January a 
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It was, however, not to be confidered as an arreft, and, 
accordingly, be was treated with great civility ; which made 
the urdinary belyeve, it was thus contrived, froma true regard 
for his perfon, by the governor general La/cy, whofe incli- 
nation for, and good teftimpnies of, the work of God in Li- 
vonia were not known till afterwards. Upon the order from 
the emprefs for his return being made known to the ordi-~ 
nary, he defired leave to wait three days longer, to fee if any 
of his accufers had any thing to alledge againft him. But 
none appearing, he entered upon his return. ‘The writings, 
which were taken from him, were, with a very prefling ad~ 
diefs to the emprefs for a folid examination and final aboli- 
tion of the affair, delivered into the Imperial cabinet; and, 
together with the aforefaid writing to the fynod of the Ruf- 
fian church, and the aéts of the commiffion in Livonia, as 
alfo the good teftimonies given by feveral Livomians of rank 
of the Brethren, and of their own vaflals, had the good 
effect, to prevent the fentence, which the enemies urged 
with al] their might, of an entire profcription of the Bree 
thren, and to avert any effential obitacle laid in the way of 
the, work of the Lord. Even thofe deans and minifters, 
having acknowledged and confeffed their muiftakes, 
were not afhamed of the Brethren and their fufferings, re- 
ceived no injury in their functions, honours, and eftates, 


§ rIg. 


Av his return to Silefa, the ordinary again ftaid a few 
months at Gnadek, where his family, and, by degrees, the 
labourers from Herrnhut, and fome from other places, came 
to him, insorder to confer with him about their concerns. 
He .lukewife took the Silefian affair anew into his hands, 
efpecially, the budding and fettlement of the colony at New- 
falx, Qay tha feltival of the incarnation of Jefus, March 
the agth: 17.44, he made ia ftunels a vifit to Hernbat, re- 
joiced the congregation and the choirs with blefled difcourfes 
; upen 
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upon. the feftival fubje&, and intraduced his fon Chrifiian 
Renatus, by prayer and impofition of handsy to the office 
of co-elder of the fingle Brethren. On the aad of April 
following, he vifited once more in Herrnbut, and received 
the holy communion with the congregation in the church 
at Berthold(dorf, at which he made the general confeffion 
jn the name of the congregation. The minifter at that 
time, Pax! Grob, had been prefented to the living in 1742, 
in the place of the Rev. Mr, Schilling, who, fince the de- 
parture of the Rev. Mr. Mudke, in 1739, had ferved this 
congregation, and had now accepted a vocation to Vogt- 
Jand. 

The ordinary was not pleafed that fome people lived at 
Herrnhut, who, in his judgment, did not fuit a congrega~ 
tion of the Brethren, nor the particular difcipline and order 
of it; but, efpecially with refpect to their children, were, or 
might be, of hurt and detriment to the other inhabitants. 
He, therefore, caufed an examination to be made; in con- 
fequence of which, fuch perfons were defired to remove ta 
fome other place. Moft of them moved to Berthold{- 
dorf, and there enjoyed the care of the Brethren, wach 
proved a greater blefling to many there than in Herrnhut, 


§ 120. 


Tue laft hours of a Brother of the Polith branch of the 
Unity, ‘John Nitfche, who, at the end of 1743, departed 
this life at Herrnhut with uncommon.joyfulnefs, inceffantly 
addreffing himfelf to the holy wounds of Jefus, had proved 
a great edification to many, encouraging them, ia all cir- 
cumftances, to look with particular devotion tg the blood 
and wounds of Jefus. The ordinary, from a colle&ion of 
4he afpirations of the late Brother, compiled a Litany con- 
eerning the Wounds of ‘Jefus. Upon this hymn he afterwards, 
an 1947, delivered fome homilies, which differ from the 
weft of bis difcourfes ; for, though they, indeed, difcover an 

heart 
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heatt deeply penetrated with the love of Jefus and his 
‘wounds, yet they contais many expfeffions, which not only 
gave new occefion to the adverfaries for charges of herefy, 
but even mifled fome Brethren to deviate, in fome meafure, 
though not from the only foundation of doctrine, yet from 
the fimple ahd plain Bible-language, which otherwife had 
been conftantly and blefledly in ufe in the congregations of 
the Brethren. 

In the years 1743 and 1744, the ordinary compofed par- 
ticular Liturgies to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghoft, as alfohymns concerning both the church militant and 
triumphant, which were received by the congregation with 
great ardor, and prayed and fung with a true melting of 
heart. This proved the occafion, that, from this time, the 
doétrine of the Father and the Holy Ghoft became, more 
than hitherto, the fubjeét of the difcourfes and writings of 
the Brethren. But the objeétion which had been, until 
now, inceflantly made to the method of teaching in the 
congregations of the Brethren, that our Saviour and his 
merits were too much, and the Father and the Holy Ghoft, 
too.diuttle fpoken of, mifled fome Brethren to hazard toa 
bold expreffjons concerning the myftery of the holy Trinity and 
the internal relation becween the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 
This, indeed, did not caufe them ta turn from the perfon 
of Jefus, and the redemption in his blood. They, rather, 
continually urged this matter, and efpecially the merits of 
his holy incarnation, life, paffion, and death, for our recon- 
ciliation, and the fanctification of the human foul and body 
in all the circumftances of Itfe, as our comfort and example, 
But yet they ufed at times fuch expreffions, as, in part, were 
not clear and determinate enough, and im part overftrained ; 
which proved offenfive to many divines both in and out ir 
the congregations ; efpecially when malicious and fenfu 
men, futh ‘as the epiftle of Jude defcribes and foretels, 
(ver.'4y.) with a view to be revenged for their unfuccelsful 
attempts againft the other congregations of the Bere 
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were not afhamed to {pye out the venom, lying in their 
own heitts, upon fuch expreflions, to explain and pervert 
them according to thei. own carnal conceptrons, and thus to 
xender the Brethren ridiculous and odious to the enemies of 
the Chriftian religion ; and, with them, the truths grounded 
in holy writ and deduced from thence, ‘ caucerning the 
ss prefervation of the human foul and members, and the fanc- 
“© tified ufe of them in all the circumftances of human |ife.” 
This, indeed, did the Brethren no great harm, and proved 
a means of keeping many perfons from their congregations, 
at atime when numbets were reforting to them from all 
parts. But yet, they have often, with pam, lamented their 
having given occafion to fuch calumnies by their want of 
circyumtpection. 


§ 121. 


From Silefia, the ordinary, in the beginning of the fam- 
mer 1744, returned to Wetteravia, and took his refidence 
at Marienborn, from whence the feminary and pxdagog.um 
removed to Lindheim, to make room for him and his family. 
Thither 2 number of Jabourers reforted to him, who wifhed 
to reff a while from their Jabour upon their pofts, and to 
enjoy the nurling care of the congregation. Thefe formed 
a fine houfe-congregation there, or, as it was afterwards 
termed, a Congregation and Pilgrim Houfz, to which feveral 
young Brethren and Sifters were admitted, in order to be 
prepared for the fervice of God among Chriftians and 
Heathens. This houfehold, therefore, proved at the fame 
titme a feminary, from whence, in this and the following 
years, many bl. ffed labourers went forth into af! the four 
quarters of the world. Here alfo a {mall family-printing- 
office was fet on foot, with an imtention to print, in fmall 
‘quantities, fome pieces, which were either not at all defigned 
for the public, or not until they were properly examined 
ad umended, and to drftribute them folely among the la- 

5 bourers, 
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bourers, both for their own private ufe, and for their re- 
vifal, But-yet, it could not be entirely prevented, that 
more members of the congregation, alfo friends, and even 
enemres, of their’s, got them into their hands, and the laft 
often fooner than the Brethrén themfelves. Incomplete and 
defective as they were, for the fake of gain, they were re- 
printed and difperfed in the world, mifunderftood and per- 
verted to the utmoft by their adverfaries, and ufed as fup-~ 
pofed proofs -of erroneous dectrines of, and other charges 
againft, the Brethren, 


§ 122. 


From the i2th of May to the 15th of June, 1744, 
a fynod was held at Marienborn. Among other things, 
one principal objedt was, to fet in a clear and diftin& light 
the Trop: Pedias *, or, the different ways and methods, in 
which the members of the Brethren’s congregations, who 
were come together out of various countries and religions, 
differently conceive and exprefs the fundamental truths of 
the Chriftian religion, in which they all do, and muft agree, 
The ordinary ‘was, from the begitming, of opinton, that it 
would be well, if the congregations of the Brethren formed 
no particular conftitution, but were merely fucieties in the 
religion of the Proteftant countries in which they dwell, 
and in communion with, yea, if poffible, under the direc- 
tion of it. But the Moravian Brethren had again obtained 
their ancient church-privileges, and had, im his abfence, 
formed particular congregations in feveral places. (§ 63, 
and rro to 112.) He was, indced, willing to preferve ta 
them thefe rights, together with the epifcopal ordination 5, 
but he endeavoured, at the fame time, to prevent them from 


* This matter -has been very clearly treated of in 4 concife 
hiftorical Aecownt of the prefent Confiitution of the Umtas Fratrum, 
(publithed in German in 1772, and in Enghth in 1776,) Part 
We 2to0 10. {The Editor.) 
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fwallowing ‘up in theirehurch-confitution the Latherans 
and‘ Reformed, who moved to the congregation-places, ‘or, 
im their own places of abode, continued in connexion with 
therti; which, in the end, might prove their own riin, on 
account of the too great confluence of people. It is trué, 
he could not oppofe it, that people, coming out of erro- 
neous religions, after forfaking their errors, joined them- 
felves to the Moravian church-conftitution, rather than run 
from one religion to another. But he intended to hinder 
the commixture of religions, both in and out of the con- 
gregation-places, and the tranfition out of ane religion into 
another, together with the fectarifm, and condemning the 
oppofite party, confequent upon it: and to preferve every 
one in that branch of the Proteftant religion, in which he 
had been educated: to the end that, in cafe any one, or his 
children, fhould happen again to leave the Congregation of 
the Brethren, his return to the religion, in which he was edu- 
cated, might remain open to him, without being forced to a 
recantation, Contrary to his confcience. He was, therefore, 
very defirous to have each of thefe different modes of edus 
cation, the Moravian, the Lutheran, and the Reformed, 
properly diftinguifhed ; although thefe different forts of Bre« 
thren, in eflentials, avow one and the fame doétrine, agree~ 
able to the holy fcriptures and the Auguftan confeffion ; and 
differ only in the way of thinking, and of exprefling them- 
felves. Each of thefe divifions, or tropufes, was to be 
provided with their own bifhops and elders, To this 
end, his eldeft affittant, Frederic, baron de Watteville, a na- 
tive of Switzerland, who, in the ycar 1743, was chofen and 
confecrated a bifhop of the church of the Brethren, at Bu- 
vay in Silefia, was intended to be the bilhop, or fenior, of 
the Reformed Brethren. And now, an attempt was made 
to fupply the Lutheran Tropus alfo with a bifhop. The 
choice fell upon the Rev. George John Conrad:, fuperintend- 
ent general of Slefwic-Holftein, an old friend of the Br 
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thren, who had fupported the colany in Holftein from the 
beginning to the end. His vocation, together with the in- 
ftruction, were fent him, June the 4th, 1744. But he 
found himfelf abliged, on account of his age, to decline it; 
which he did in a very friendly letter. Tvhus, this mat- 
ter was poftgoned until farther confideration. 


§ 123. 

A NUMBER of cdntroverfial writings, {warming in ‘the 
world about this time, were the reafon that, in 1745, 4 
deputation from the feminary at Lindbcim was difpatched 
to the theological faculty at Tuebingen, with an carneft re- 
queft for an examination, whether, and in how far, the 
church of the Brethren had undergone any alteration, fince 
the Opinion of the faculty of Tuebingen in 1733, which 
could be a juft caufe, as the adverfaries pretended, why that 
Opinion was no more applicable to the congregations of the 
Brethren. The deputies, Fobn Frederic Cammerbof and Paul 
Eugene Layritz, were received and treated with much regard 
and friendihip, and one of them preached tn feveral churches, 
and efpecially in the hofpital-church before the divines of 
the univerfity, to their great fatisfaclion. They declined a 
new examination in a civil Letter to the theological Seminary 
of the Auguftan Confefion: but, ‘* to prevent all difficulties 
** and farther controverfies, they judged it moft advifable to 
*¢ draw up a public Infrument, in the name of ai] the con- 
‘* pregations of the Brethren, avowing their adherence te 
“© the unaltered tonfeffion of Augfburg, properly figned by 
the bifhops and elders of the congregations ; and to prefent 
“it to the illuftrious Corpus Evangelicorum itfelf; and, 
“ witheut engaging any farther in controverfial writings, 
“* quietly to curry on the work of the Lord *” 

The 


wt. Ic is true, that, foon after, an unkind Opinion of a cen 
tain, divine of Wuertenderg appeared in print, which condemng,: 
witho: 
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This gogd advice was accepted, and immediately, at the 
fynod of this year, begun, as much as poftible for that.time, 
to be put in execution, and completed in thg enfuing years. 

A fropofal was alfo made to both the Saxon divines, Dr. 
Marperger and Dr. Leefcher, to obtain from the privy-council 
at Drefden an examination of the undertakings of the ordi- 
nary in the Proteftant church, fince his exile from, Saxony. 
But this was alfo declined, with this declaration, that no 
approbations could protect a fervant of Chrift, fram, perfe- 
cutions. 

However, tne multitude of ‘controyesfial writings rer- 
dered it neceflary to publifh an Apology. This was done ina 
writing, under the title of, The prefent Form of the Cro/i’s 
Kingdom of Fefus in its Purity, &c. This piece contains 
feveral pofitions and truths, oppofed to the almoft number- 
lefs untruths, and proved with eighty documents. It was, 
indeed, not fufficient to pacify fuch as were inclined to be 
contentious; but yet, it conduced to inftil a different way of 
thinking into many candid adverfaries and impartial {pec- 
tators, and to indute them to leave to the Lord what they 
could not comprehend. This writing was, in particular, 
attended with great advantage with refpect to fome minifters 
of ftate of the king of Pruffia, with whom the deputies of 
the Brethren were in treaty about the affairs of the Mo- 
ravian church; and who, as they declared to the ordinar' 
during his abode at Berlin in autumn 1745, had been fo 
perplexed by the horrible calummes, that they wera at 
a lof how to a& in the affair: and hence it was, that 
fometimes favourable, fometimes adverfe, meafures wert 
taken, according to the information the boards received, 


withSot aa ‘examination, which had juft before been declined, 
ahd ftehib v6’ revoke, the Op:nien of 1774.‘ But it ‘wes sot ap- 
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Final | Apology, App. Vv. Pe $29. let, u, Matured Refegians, 
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This, was" the laft time that the ordinary was at Berlin. 
The yearafter followed the king of Pruffia’s fecond gene- 
ral grant of gbhurch and other ptivileges mentioned § 110. 


§ 124. 

Axour this time, Germany, and Saxony in particular, ‘was 
vifited by a grievous war. The country about Marienborn 
was filled with Englith, Auftrian, and French troops; and 
both armies could be feen from an eminence encamped oppo- 
fite each other. The abominable calumnies drew many dan- 

\gerous and troublefome vifits to the congregation at Herrnhaag 
and Marienborn, with a view to difturb, and fhare with, 
the reputed heretics and fanatics in the enjoyment of the 
vait treafures they were faid to have amaffed from all parts 
of the world. But the effect was, that the vifitants were 
clearly convinced, not by apologies, but by ocular demon- 
ftration, of the contrary of all that which, in part, refpe&t- 
able perfons had fuggefted to them againft the Brethren. 
Hence, great difpleafure was excited againft fuch adverfa- 
ries and flanderers ; but fuch love and regard for the Bre- 
thren, that, even by this means, they were {pared, or eafed 
of, many burdens and inconveniences, the natural conco= 
mutants of war; to which alfo the pains taken by the fove- 
reigns of thofe parts contributed greatly. The preaching 
in the church of the palace at Marienborn was, on this oc- 
cafion, much frequented ; and, in the year 1743, the Ha- 
noverian foldiers would, for fome time, have a fermon 
preached to them every day by the Brethren. Many officers, 
even of the Romifh religion, were powerfully affected, 
and often declared their wifhes to fpend their days among 
fuch people. A certain Fuagariap officer, with, permigion 
of his fupegiors, left a young perfon nearly related to him in 
the ceconomy .of, the girls at Herrnhaag, as the coyld by no 
means be perfuated to leave the place. 

x The 


306 Mobzran History of the Baeturen, Part V. 


The congregations in Silefia and in Upper Lufatia ex- 
perienced iio Jefs powerful protection frem above during this 
war. ‘When the Pruffian troops occupied almoft al} Sax- 
ony, the \congregation at Herrnbut was favoured with a 
particular protection, and faw both the retreating and the 
canquering armies march through the place in a friendly 
manner. At laft the peace, concluded December the 25th, 
1745, put an end tothe diftrefs and danger in thee parts. 

In the Empire, where the war ftill congnucd, in July, 
1745, when a fynod was to be again convened at Manen- 
born, the country was fiill filled with the two oppofite ar- 
mies, But two days before the opening of the fy nod, they 
marched off, and permitted the Brethren and Sifters, tra- 
velling from different parts to Marienborn, to pafs through 
shem with all civility and in peace. 


§ 125. 


Ar this fynod, among other things, the three Zropu/es in 
the Un:ty of the Brethren were ftill better regulated, and foon 
after brought to cffe, as we fhall fee in the enfuing ‘year. 
The Minifterial Funétions in the Brethren’s congregations were 
revifed, according to the ancient church-order of the Bre- 
thren ; the diftinétion between Prefbyters and Deacons re- 
newed ; and the acceptance of Acoluths introduced. Pref- 
byter: are the regular minifters of a congregation, and have 
the office of teaching, and the adminiftration of the holy 
facraments committed to them. Deacons.are their adiftants, 
beth in the fpivitual and temporal care of a can gregation ; 
but, in want, or in the abfence, of the prope: manifter, 
may perform the facred funchons 3 and they receive a par- 
ticylar ordination for that purpofe. Acoluths are thofe who 
devote themfelves to the fervice uf the Lord and of his con- 
gregation ; and are accepted to it by the bifhops and clders, 
by giving their hands upon it at a publtc meeting of.rhe 

congregation. 
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congregation. Eldereffes and Deaconeffis were, according to 
the ufage of the ancient church of the Brethren, appointed 
and bleffed for the care of the female fex. The Jaudable 
order of Civil Seniors and Confeniors, which was, introduced 
in the year 1560 at the fynod of Xzaus in Pgfand *, was 
alfo reftored, and the bicfing of the church imparted to the 
Brethren'thofen for the purpofe, with impofition of hands. 

Endeavéurs were ufed to take proper care of the youth, 
efpecially out of the congregation-places, by the appoint- 
ment of perforis; called, The Children’s Fathers and Mothers. 
The many children of the members of the congregations in 
Silefia, which lived fcattered in feveral villages, and could 
hot enjoy proper care, had, as early as the year 1743, given 
occafion to this regulation. Thefe appointed Parents of the 
Children were, befides their ordinary ocevpations, to vifit 
the children in their houfes, to fpeak aff Gionately to them, 
and to endeavour fo infti] into them a iovely impreffion af 
their Creator and Redeemer, which might prove a bleffitig 
ta them in the future circumftances of their lives. They 
were likewife to be ready to advife and encourage the pa- 
rents to a careful and wife treatment of their childreh. 
This regulation, indeed, met with many difficulties; but, 
neverthelefs, where it was brought to bear, was attended 
with a remarkable bleffing. 


§ 126. 


Btrore I proceed to the following Part, I muift take 
hotite of fome remarkable incidents, which properly belong 
tb ‘this period, but could not be fo fuitably introduced before. 

The church-affair of the Brethren in ‘Silefa had, in ma- 
thy places, drawn much envy and enmity upon the Brethren’s 
congregation and, befides piving occafion to'dther things, 
had given’tife to a multitude of controverfial writings: which 


* See the vincteat Hefory of the Rrerhrend:§ 31: 
X 2 had 
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had different effects. In places where the congregations of 
the Brethren were nut known before, many, ‘who conlider- 
ed that Jefus and his apoftles were alfo reproached, reviled, 
and perfected, became defirous of knowing. the Brethren 
more fully. This caufed many vifits to the Brethren’s con- 
gregations. But in many places, the awakened éouls, ‘by 
seafon of ther acquaintance with the Brethren, were op- 
prefled, and thus induced, nay, fome even compeHed, to 
retreat to the congrevation-places. By this means people 
came flocking more and more out of almoft all the Pro- 
teftant countries, beth in and out of Germany. To put 
fome ftop to this, and to prevent the congregations from’ 
being clouded too much, and the religions from being de- 
prived of many of their fincere members, (for many a pious 
minifter made this his principal complaint;) endeavours were 
ufed, not only, to preferve the Silefian Brethren in a ciofer 
union with the Lutheran church, though in vain; (§112.) 
but it was alfo found neceffary, at the requeft, partly, of the 
minifters and Jords of manors, and partly, of the awakened 
fouls, to fend Brethren to many places, in order to take 
upon them the care of the awakened, to exhort them toa 
more faithful adherence to their religion, to with-hold them 
from feparatifm, as alfo from an unneceflary and preci- 
pitate removing to the congregations ; and, on the other 
hand, to beftow all poflible care upon them in their 
places of abode, according as time and circumftances 
fhould allow. Thefe endeavours were accompanied with 
great bleffing in many places. In Sweden, many feparatifts 
were gained by this means, and many who had been pre 
judiced by them, were preferved in the church. Not only 
many minifters there made ufe of the advice and affiftance 
of the Brethren among their awakened people, but even 
one of the bifhops cultivated a correfpondence with the bi- 
fhops of ‘the church of the Brethren ; 3 and, many divines 
withed that the Brethren might lend an affiftance to the mif- 
fion in Lapland. Two Brethren, Ekas Oftergreen and Ulric 
Babr, 
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Babr, made again fome ftay in Lapland ; but found no par- 
ticular tngrefs. In Liodmia, the work of God, notwith- 
ftanding all oppreffion, continaed in blefings fe the in- 
{pe@iortiof fomre dears and minifters. : Befides thte ftudents 
from the feminary of the Brethren, who affifted the mini- 
ers insthefe.and other counties, in the capacity of domeftic 
tutors, “fome preached m Lutheran pulpitey at Erfurt, 
Mind, Bergen.in Norwuy, Utrecht, Leiden, and the Hague, 
at Londen, 8c. but fome of them were again deprived of 
the liberty regularly granted them before, after the contres 
verfial ‘writings had made their appearance, though no erray 
uneous tenets could be laid to their charge, Wherever the 
fouls under the care of the Brethren did not walk orderly, or 
affumed to themfelves more liberties with refpeét to the reliv 
gious conftitutton, than became them and was neceflary, the 
Brethren withdrew from them, and required of them a 
written declaration, that they would no more call themfelves 
Brethren; that fo, all the {peeches and adhons of fuch 
people might not, as before had been the cale, always be 
laid to the charge of the congregations of the Brethren, and 
thefe be judged and defcribed according to fuch, fo-ealled, 
Herrnhutérs and pretended congicgations. 

The acquaintance with awakened fouls in the religions 
did not decreafe, but rather increafe , and this was fumetimes 
occafioned in a very fingular manner. For inftance; a cer- 
tain eminent Reformed minifter, mi a diftant country, where 
the ‘name ‘of the Brethren was not yet known, atnong other 
edifying books he ordered to be brought from the fair of 
Leipfi é)"got the otdinary’s Brrimn-Difcourfes.'{§ 76.) Thefe, 
as he 44 a man aeeely immerfed in myfticifth, appeared to 
him to ose tmade a prefent of them to a plait 
countr Hlergythah, » for Whoth vhey were too high.” He'wab, 
théretbre, pia who them to hint’ “And now he 
hinfti¥ found the'gredt thyftery of religion, which; “athtame 

a papeoteet ony “he was Rill défettive Inv “ebe s 
fed into the dofrine ef the atoriement in the blood of Fefie; 
X3 returned 
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returned to the fimplicity of the gofpel; fought for the Bre- 
thren, akd made them acquainted with other minifters, 
who honodred him as a father, and with their awakened 
fouls. 

The Moravian Brethren tried to renew their acquaintance 
with the Brethren in Poland, as they had done before in the 
year 1739. They fent, in 1742, a deputy to the femior at 
Liffa. But, left they fhould add new troubles and perfe~ 
cutions to their already diftrefling circumftances, they did 
not accept the overture. It may, probably, have proceed~- 
ed from the fame caufe, that the awakened fouls there 
were not allowed to have any communication with the Mo- 
ravian Brethren ; which was the reafon that fome of them 
chofe to remove to Newlalz. 


§ 127. 


In Pennfiluania, the congregations of the Brethren at 
Bethlehem and Nazareth (§'98 and 401.) had, fram time 
to time, been confiderably augmented; and had likewife, 
by fome Brethren from the feminary and other qualified 
and gtfted perfons, been enabled to continue to preach the 
gofpel, and to minifter unto the country-congregations ga- 
thered out of the religions and the fmaller fects ; as alfo, to 
carry on the miffions among the Heathen, At the fynod 
in Marienborn, in the year 1744, the Rev. Auguffus Gott- 
lich Spangenberg, who had been formerly in Pennfilvania, 
was coniecrated a bifhop, and full power was given him to act 
as vicar general of the bifhops, as alfo to have the chief in- 
{pe€tion of the work of God committed to the Brethren 
among Chriftians and Heathens in America. I find in the 
Refult of a Pennfilvanian fynod, (which fynods were held every 
half year, fometimes in one place and fometimes in another, ) 
members from ten nations, and feven different religio 
parties, befides the Heathen-meffengers, and ielpars be 
among the Indians. Among them were fourteen Lutheran 

I minjfters 
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minifters of the conititytion of the Brethrén, and depyzies 
from fourteen Reforthed, congregations, which were joined 
to the: Brethren, avd miniftered unto by fome Refopmed mi- 
nifters.. Befides.thefe, many invitations to preach va given 
the Brethren from divers places. ; 

The miffion among the Indjans in North America has been 
treated of ia the beginning of this Part, §102, 103, and 
104: but, on acqount of the connexion, I am obliged to 
leave the reft to be related in the following Part. 

The miffian in South America, on the river Surinam, was 
indeed ftrengthened from Bethlehem, but met with fo many 
difficulties, that the Brethren moved away from thence, ,and 
fome of them went to the Brethren on Rio ae Berbice. But 
neither could thefe, as they were not yet able rightly to 
exprefs themfelves in their language, fpeak of any bleffing 
among the Indians, the good :mprefiion excepted which their 
life and converfation made upon them. 


§ 128. 


THE miffion among the Negroesin St. Themas, amidft 
all the difficulaes both from without and within, proceeded 
with almott inconceivable bleffing. Ita true, by the ordi+ 
nary’s vifitation in the year 1739, (§ 85.) they had obsained 
fomerrelief ; but their oppreiion foon began anew. Never- 
thelefs, the Negroes could not be with-held, having done 
their. work, from coming in the night to the preaching of 
the gofpel, on working-days, as well as on Sundays, and 
joyfully fuffered bonds and ftripes on that,gccount. The 

miffionaries fpent their ume, by day, in hard bodily labour 
for their fuftenance, andy by night, in {piritual labour among 
the Negroes, for’ the moft part in weakness and fcksels; ; 
and hardty’a ‘yda¥ pailed without one-or more of them gnd- 
ing their race 5 to Which even the afiiétion of their minds, 
oz account ‘of the fufferings of their Negraes, and thewma- 


nifold maletreatment of their own ferfons, may have greatly 
X 4 contri- 
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coftributed ; a8 for inftaricé, the thany blows given to ond 
of them threw him into a fit of ficknefs, and, though he 
recovereinat that time, yet he foon after departed thia Tife. 
Notwithftinding all this, the work greatly increafed ; ninety 
Negroes being all baptized on one day, the 26th of February 
1y4t. The believing Negroes, fold or tranfplanted from 
St. Thomas to other iflands, fpread the awakening there too, 
and begged for teachers. But thefe could, at prefent, dono 
more than vifit them in St Croix and St. Fan, unul they 
received more affiftants from the congregations of the Bre- 
thren. Their and the Negroes fupplications moved many 
to haften to their affiftance. Even in 1749, the ftudent 
Albinus Theodore Feder, from Vosgtland, offered himfelf for 
this miffon. Being ordained for it, he was confirmed by a 
Royal 1efeript, with a mandate for his protection again 
Jawlefs people. Chritian Gottlieb Ifrael, an extraordinary 
inftrument of God, went with him. He came from the 
village Evbau, not far from Herrnbut, was born of poor 
parents, bred a weaver, was lame withal, and moftly walked 
with a crutch; but had fuch a fervent fpirit, that he would 
not be with held from going and preaching the gofpel to the 
Heathen. He and Feder having reached St. Euflatia, in 
paffing over fiom thence to St. Themas, the veffel ftranded 
in a ftorm on the 17th of January, near Spano Town. The 
failors took to their boat, and left them with the veffel up- 
on the rock, Feder ventured to let himfelf down by a rope 
into the fea, in order to fwim on fhore, which was {carcely a 
ftone's caft from the rock, thinking thus to pracuse affiftance 
for his lame Brother. But the raging billows did aot fuffer 
him to reach the land. Lame Ifrael was ghliged to remain 
on the wreck, over which the waves were continually beat- 
ing, and was faved, after the ftorm had ceafed*. He Jas 


* We find the declaration he gave of his difpofition of mifd, 


while he was in danger of his iife on the rock, in the Daw 
dinves-Colle@ion, Vol. If. p. 756. 
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boured four years with great biefling, and began afre 
the year 1740, the miffion in Sr. Croix, which was at 
a.ftand,; where pow the baptized amount to mziy hun- 
dreds. We find letters and diaries from him in the 
Buedingen-C ollefion. 

As, by means of the unhealthy air and hard labour in 
this hot climate, many Brethren, and often fuch ordained 
perfons as were confirmed by the king, were taken off by 
death, and then difficulties were Jaid in the way of other 
Brethren, who were not by name confirmed by the king ; 
the Brethren, therefore, in the year 1744, on fending ano- 
ther miffionary, requefted his confirmation, together with 
five afiiftants joined to him, and obtained it in a refcript of 
the 22d of May, and of the 28th of December 1744: and 
fince then they have been protected in the enjoyment of 
their privileges * 






§ 3129. 

THE miffionaries at New Herrnbut in Greenland had, in 
the year 1738, the joy to fee the firft-fruits, Samuel Kajar- 
nak and his family, converted unto Chrift; but were, pre~ 
fently after, patnfully afflicted by his flight for fear of the 
murderers. So much the greater were the joy and furprife af 
the Brethren, when he returned in the year 1740, at the 
time of the vifitation of Andrew Grafmann, and drew many 
Heathen after him, who by his teftimony had been made 
attentive to the word, and by degrees became believers. “The 
eldeft miffionary, Matthew Stach, went with Andrew Graf- 
mann On 4 vifit to Germany, and returned in the year 1742, 
having been ordained for his office, and confirmed by a 
Royal tefcript, dated March the 16th 1742, as the regular 
minifter of the Moravian Brethren in Greenland. In this 
yery year the great awakening among the Greenlanders pro- 


* More of this may be feen in Oldenéorp’s Hs fory 0 the Mi 
ia the Caribbee [lands, -&c. P's Hiftory of the Miffians 
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pirly commenced, Every yeat more were added to the con- 
bia ei than, according to the fmall number and roving 
Way ofsife of this nation, could have been expected. Hence, 
more milftonaries were required. Fohn Sserenfen and Chrif- 
tian Boerdtte were joined to Fobn Beck at his vifit in Ger- 
many in the year 1746. Jt was very agreeable and highly 
edifying to the Heathen, that the Brethren could live with 
their neighbours, the Danifh miffionaries, in peace and bro- 
therly unity, thus being conducive to the mutual benefit 
and prefervation of each other’s converts, without con- 
founding their refpective conftrtutions. (See the Aiffory of 
Greenland ) 


§ 130. 


THE miffionary George Schmid, after he had baptized 
five Hottentots, was returned to Europe from the Cape of 
Good Hope. (§ 79) He defired leave, in the year 1745, to re- 
turn thither with fome affiftants, but could not ob:ain it, 
In the year 1746, an account was received by an officer from 
thence, that the baptized and catechumens ftill kept together, 
and greatly longed for his return. Yobn Martin Schwabler, who 
had formerly been in the fervice of the company there, went 
thither in 1747 to ftay, and to take care of the forfaken Hot- 
tentots. But no farther account was received of him, than 
that he married there, and foon departed this life. 

A monument was exhibited of the deferted miffion in 
Ceylon, (¥ 80.) by the furgeon Chriffian Doeber, who, by 
means of the Brethren there, was, in the year 1742, brought 
to the knowledge of the truth. He came to the Brethren’s 
congregation, and brought a Malabar along with him, who, 
in the year 1746, was baptized and called Samuel Fobannes, 

Conrad Lange, in the year 1742, fet forward on his way 
to China, intending to take the Brethren Zacharias Hirfcbel 
and Michael Kund with him tothe Calmucs. But, on foliciz- 
ing for a pafsport at Peterfburg, they fhared the fame fate, 
as the Brethren did, who in 1738 propofed going to the 

Samo« 
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Samojedes and LapJanders. The difturbances in Livonj 
which began at that time, expofed them to fufpicion. 
were put in-prifon, in which they continued, wit/greater 
liberty, or clofer confinement, «alternately, till the i 17475 
when they were difmifled, and returned to Germ&ny. 

In the year 1743, a Brother of the feminary, Otto /¥illiam 
Hafé, refided among the Fews at Amfterdam, and feemed to 
meet with blefling; but foon departed this life. Several 
baptized Jews came ahout this time from other places to the 
congregation, and afforded fome hopes that atime would 
come, when a Kebil/e, or congregation of them, would be 
feen, for a bleffing to their nation: but it appeared that the 
proper time of their vifitation was not yet come. 





THE 


THE 


MODERN HISTORY 


OF THE 


BRETHREN. 





PART VI. 


From the Synod held at Zeift in 1746, to the Ordi- 
nary’s laft Fourney to England in 1751. 


§ 131. 


N the year 1746 a Synod was held at Zeif, in the fee of 
Utrecht. A certain friend of the Brethren at Amfterdam- 
had laft year purchafed the barony of Zeift, with a view to 
the eftablifhment of a Brethren’s congregation there, fince 
Hleerendyk was inconvenient for the fettlement of a regular 
congregation-place ; and yet many had expreffed a defire to 
live in a congregation of the Brethren. Thefe built, by 
degrees, between the palace and the village, feveral boufes 
in two {quares, which give this placc, beautiful in itfelf, a 
Mil) better appearance. The States of Uerecht Rave at all 
times approved themfelves as true fathers of their country, 
with‘refpe@ to this place, and allowed the Brethfen aff réa~ 
fobvatte liberty: + ‘The numerous vifits of ftrangers, not ohhy 
of Hefard;*but from divers mations, though attended With’ 
fome 
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fome incorivenience, yet contributed greatly’ to the mai 
tenance of the inliabitahts, and had chiefly this advan 
that many perfons who had been prejudiced again‘t t 
thren, obtained and took home better ideas of them, dnd that 
many perfons of other countries heard the gofpely perhaps 
the firft time, with a bleffing for their hearts. 
Notwithftanding all the preflures which the Pafforal Eet- 
ter of the claffis of Amfterdam, written and publithed in 
ithe year 1738, (§ 83.) and the controverfial writings and 
calumnies following upon it, brought upon the Brethren, 
the work of the Lord proceeded in flilnefs in feveral 
parts of the United Netherlands. The greateft bleffing about 
this time, was to be perceived among that branch of the 
Mennonites, who inclined towards the Socinian doétrine. 
Our Saviour in particular made ufe of the evangelical tefti- 
mony of the Rev. Mr. Detnatel, to ftem the prevailing 
torrent, preferving his hearers in the doctrine of the divinity 
and the ments of Chrift, which was alfo acknowledged in 
public writings. Among the Reformed, God, ina remark- 
able manner, raifed up the Rev. Mr. Bruinings at Amfterdam, 
to be a bleffed witnefs in his religion. But he fuffered much 
on this account, and in the year 1749 departed this life wich 
the univerfal teftimony of having been a fervant of God, 
and, as fome expreffed it, a martyr for the truth. 





§ 132. 


At the fynod of Zei/f, among other diftinguifhed per- 
fons, there were prefent the reigning count Hesry the 
XXIX. Reu/s of Eberfdorf, with his confort, and his chap- 
lain, the Rev. Frederic Chriflopher Steinhofer : the re-union 
of the congregation at Eberfdorf, with the congregations of 
the Brethren, fo often withed for, having taken place. 
The ordinary had long maintained a cordtal friendthip with 
the houfe of Eberfdorf, and by his marriage was more clofely 
united with it. At the time when the Moravian Brethren 
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fettled at Herrnhut, the houfe of Eberfdosf joined itfelf to 
that congregation of the Brethren; and, in confequence of 
it, Prid often vifits to Herrnhut. In the year 1734 Stein- 
digfer Wes. given to them as chaplain, and other Brethren and 
Ptarsy. for the attendance upon, and education of, their 
‘ehildcen, who, at the fame time, were a bleffing to the inha- 
hitants of that place, and to many others in thole parts ; 
feveral of whom moved, from time to time, to Eberfdorf, 
and others fent their children hither for education, In this 
manner, a congregation was collected here, to which the 
former friends of the Brethren in particular joined them- 
felves, who, fince the commiffion at Herrnhut in the year 
17:36, and the renewal of the Moravian church-conftitution, 
had, through the manifold infinyations of the adverfarics, 
been ftaggered concerning the congregation of the Brcthren. 
By degrees, a coldnefs and mifunderftanding took place be- 
tween Herrnhut and Eberfdorf. The countefs of Ziscen- 
dorf, indeed, endeavoured, at a vifit in the year 1742, to 
remove it. But this attempt was without effect; as were 
likewife the vifits of the Brethren, after the fynod held in 
1743 in the caftle of count Reufs at Hit fchberg, the cnngte- 
gation at Eberfdorf having, a fhort time before, renewed 
their union, and made their particular regulations ; which, 
though borrowed, tn certain points, from the congregations 
of the Brethren, were yet to diftinguifh them wholly from 
them. Notwithftanding this, fome members of this con- 
gregation, efpecially fuch as were come from Ferrnhut in 
the firft times, or had vifited there, and brought home with 
‘them a bleffing for their hearts, could not be fatisfied with 
this eftrangement, and the want of feveral blefled regulations ; 
which they fignified to their labourers upon many octafions. 

his‘ induced Steinhofcr, in the year 1745, when hé began 
{oT that their regulations, in inward and outward things, 
Would Have no ftability, to vifit the congregations ofthe 
Brethrén th Petteravic, and to rake a nearer view of :their 
‘Fegilfations.” ‘Be acknowledged the grace whiel the serd 
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had beRtowed: upon the’ Béefhien’ $ Congregations in the ft 
and new world among Chriftians and Heathens ; fay“and 
tit ‘wikere Ke and his Brethren’ were deficient, andy at his 
return to pRaok gave ther an account of “it. The 
effect was, that moft of ‘the chief pérfons befought both him 
and the count, to make propofals of an entite union with 
the congregations of the Brethren. This umon was featcely 
cffeGted, but the whole congregation was overpowered a3 by 
a new ftream of grace, which no one could refift; ‘though 
it cannot be denied, that, in the firft zeal, various sextinte: 
gances occurred, which, by degrees, were remaved with fove 
and earneftnefs. In the prints of 1746 the reigning count ated 
his lady, together with fome Brethren from Eberfdorf,: held 
at New Duetendorf a blefled conference with the ordinary 
and other Brethren; and, after the fynod at Zeift, the ordi- 
nary himfelf went, in the December following, to Eberf{- 
dorf, and brought to effect, both in inward and outward 
things, the regulation of this congregation, as defired at the 
fynod. The former labourers, who wilhed to be employed 
in other places, were, for the moft part, appointed to the 
fervice of the Lord in other congregations of the Brethren 3 
and the congregation at Eberfdorf provided with new la 
bourers. The ordinary’s idea was, that this congregation 
ought to have a minifter of its own, who fhould be fubject 
to the common confiftory of the counts of Reufs, and main- 
tain the connexion of the congregation with the Lutheran 
church, together with the conftitution of the Brethren, 
agreeably tothe Opinion of Tuebingen. A Lutheran candi- 
date was called for that end, and prefented for ordination. 
When this met with difficulties, a Lutheran minifter, who was 
in.,office in the neighbourhood, was propofed for the pur- 
pofe. But even this was not accepted. For the confiftory 
shad been prejudiced by means of the late controverfial writ- 
‘igs, and a theological Opinion procured in this cafe, fog as 
$6 Seppofe, that a congregation, though maintaining the Lu- 
theran do@trine, could not any longer be reckoned to the 
Lutheran 





Lutheran chareh, oa acthnt of itt felipe swith ic 
chu.ch of the Brethren. 

In'tu.e-mean time, the reigning count departed ¢his life at 
Werrnbaag in the year 1744, and the countefs dowaper The- 
wdera, of the houfe of Ca/fell, retired, afeer fome time, to 
Berrhut. Her third fon, Henry XXVII[, who, in the 
year 1746, after the conference at New D etendorf, went 
te Wetteravia, flad there, and was, in the year 1747, mar- 
ried to the countels Agnes Sophia of Premimita, of the houfe 
of Seray. Some, indeed, of the inhabatants of Eber{dorf, 
who were diffatished with the union, Jeft the Brethren; and 
feveral of their friends in the adjacent parts withdrew them- 
felves. But both the former were abundantly replaced and 
greatly encreafed from other congregations of the Brethren, 
who enlarged the place confiderably 3 and the latter, by other 
friends in thofe parts, who vifit, and are vifited by, che 
Brethren. 


§ 133. 

At the fynod of Zei/?, among other things, the affair of 
the Irepufes in the Unity of the Brethren (§ 122.) was 
confidered more clofely, and brought into better order. As 
to the infpection of the Lutheran tropus, which was offered 
in 1744 to the Rev. Dr. John George Conradi, general {u- 
perintendent of Slefwic-Holftein, but declined by him on 
account of his bodily weaknefs, and being advanced in 
years; (§ 122.) the ordinary took it upon himfelf, until an 
approved divine of the Lutheran church, not a member of 
the Rrethren’s congregation, could be found, who fhauld be 
willing to undertake this office. For the infpedtion of the 
Reformed tropus, the Rev. Chri/lian Fobx Coshus, dean of 
the chapel of the king of Pruffia, was chofen and called. 
‘The deputy; who brought him the vocation and inftrucon, 
firfi of all prefented a memoria! to the king. The deag, of 
the Royal chapél reveived orders to declare, Whet e 
‘epuld or would accept of this office ? He declared his mind 


ta 
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to this eed, that, for his part, he had no fcruples abcht 


it; but, as he was engaged in other offices, and as thir new 
office in a church, which had been hitherto attacked hy fo 
many adverfari¢s, might, pofibly, be attended with much 
oppofition ; he would refer it to the confideration of the 
confiftory at Berlin, and the theological faculty at Franc- 
fort on the Oder, and be directed by their opinion. The 
members of the confiftory were divided in their votes ;° but 
the faculty was unanimoufly for it, applauding the defign, 
and wifhing both the dean and the church of the Brethren 
the bleffing of God on it. He, therefore, accepted the offer, 
and, by a Royal refcript, of the gth of September 1746, 
was confirmed as antiftes of the evangelical Reformed: Bre- 
thren, and as one of the prefidents of the fynod of the 
Unity. In this quality he alfo appeared at the fynod of 1748 
in Silefia, 


§ 134. 

AFTFR the conclufion of the fynod, the ordinary went 
to England, whither a numerous company followed him 
from the fynod. Here, the labour of the Brethren had been 
greatly bleffed, and ftill increafed more and more. The 
preaching of the gofpel in the Brethren’s chapel at London, 
was much frequented. Many fouls were awakened, and 
added to the foctetses, which were miniftered unto by the 
Brethren with the gofpel and good counfel. But fuch as 
were not content with this, but would have the word and 
the facraments miniftered unto them by the Brethren, were, 
upon their preffing defire fo often repeated, received into 
the Brethren’s congregation, and treated by the Brethren 
like other congregations. Moreover, fome Germans adhered 
to the Brethren, to whom the gofpel was preached in their 
own language; and the ordinary alfo delivered to them fome 
public difcourfes. 

At Broadoars in Effex was, fince 1746, an intitusion for 
childten ; wh.ch was afterwards divided. The gisls went, in 
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1446, to Adile-end, near London, and the boys, to Buttermere 
in Wilifire, and afterwards to Yorkshire. 

At Redford, and in the circumjacent parts, in 1745, 3 
Cangregation of the Brethren had been fettled from among 
the awakened fouls. 

In Yorkfire, the labourers, who had the care of thofe 
extenfive focieties; wete moved to Padjey, where they built 
an houfe and a chapel in it, called Gracehal/, for preaching 
the gofpel, on a piece of land which the Rey, Mr. dngham 
had bought. More and more out of the neighbourhood 
were continually added to the focseties. By degrees, fome 
alfo came to live with the Brethren, and built a congrega- 
tion-place near the chapel, called, at firft, Lamb's Hill, and 
now, Fulneck. 

This increafe was made at atime, when England was in 
the greateft commotions, on account of the rebellion in 
Scotland, which brought alfo many troubles upon the Bre- 
thren. For many being fcrupulous to take an oath, they 
were charged with being Nonjurors, who would not take the 
oath of allegiance, becaufe they were attached to the Preten- 
der; and thetefore, the Brethren were opprefled as fufpe&ted 
people. They, indeed, after the example of all the reli- 
gions and corporations in England, prefented, in 1744, an 
addrefs to the king, affuring him of their loyalty and fide- 
lity ; which was very gracioufly received. Neverthelefs, a 
rumour was fpread by evil-minded people, that the Brethren 
were fecret Papifts, and adherents of the Pretender, taking 
meafures, at their meetings, to fet him upon the throne. 
Malicious people even ga@e out that they had feen great 
chefts and cafks unloaded before their chapels and houfes, 
which could contain nothing elfe but arms and powder ; 
and that the Pretender was concealed among them. The 
people, at fuch times ready to fufpect all foreigners, were 
by thefe reports incenfed againft the Brethren, and threat- 
ened to deftroy their chapels and- fchool-houfes. But the 
magiftrates interfered, and by a ftrict fearch of the howfes 

thus 
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thus charged, filenced thefe wicked calumnies, and removed’ 
the apprehenfions arifing from them. 

ln Yorkpire, though the chapel and meeting-hotifer were 
licenfed by the arch-bifhop’s court, yet fome minifters of 
the Brethren were imprifoned, in order to be forced to mili+ 
tary fervices, Some abandoned wretches, who fought ta 
hinder the fettlement at Fudzeck, and efpecially the efta- 
blifhment of a cloth-manufa€ture, had dropped on the way 
thither a letter written in cyphers; which was delivered to 
the magiftrates, and compelled them, alfo here, 1n order to 
appeafe the difturbances, to a ftrit fearch of the houfes ; 
and thus, the accufers of the Brethren were put to fhame. 
Neverthelefs, all fear of the people, and the difquietude of 
the Brethren fpringing from it, were not entirely removed, 
till after the total overthrow of the rebels. 


§ 135. 


Amupst all thefe roubles, the focieties of the Brethren were 
greatly increafed. It was alfo impoffible to refufe commu. 
nion to a Methodift preacher, John Cennick, whofe granda 
father Had been a Bohemian refugee, with fome of his cole 
leagues; though every objection was made to them before» 
hand. Cennick had preached the gofpel in and about Briffely 
efpectally to the colliers at King/wood, as alfo in Wiltfire, 
with much bleffing , and endured great perfecution in many 
places, efpecially at Exeter. At London he affifted the Rev. 
Mr. Whitefield preaching at the tabernacle, a large chapel 
in Moorfields. Whitefield, at his departure, about that 
time, to America, had committed his focieties to him. Here 
he came into a nearer acquaintance with the Brethrett, 
and defired to be in fellowfhip with them; which was, af 
laft, promifed him, on condition that he would difengage 
himfelf, in an orderly and peaceable manner, from his 
former connexions, and not draw a croud of his hearers at 
the tebernacle after him, but fubmit every one, who would 
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not be kept back, to the examination of the Brethren. As 
it affedted him too painfully, to leave fo many people behind, 
in whom he, however, faw a fincere defire ; fo, in order to 
avoid the :ntreaties and urgency of his friends, he went, in 
the year 1745, to the feminary of the Brethren in Germany. 
But he was foon difpofed to return to England again; and 
preached in many places in the country, and efpecially in 
WViltfire, with great bleffing. From hence he was invited, 
in the year 1746, to Dublin ®. He, therefore, delivered the 

focieties 


* At Dublin, and throughout the whole kingdom of Jre/and, 
Asianifm and Deifm gained daily more ground. The avowers of 
Anianifm and Pelagianifm were called New Lig5ts, and the ortho- 
dox, Old Lights. The contention between thefe two parties, par~ 
ticularly among the Diffenters, ran very high: though, as to mott 
of them, the conteit was chiefly about private opinions, which 
did-not relate to the renewal of the heart, and the experience of 
reconciliation through the blood of Chrift. A fmall fociety was 
formed, confifting of perfons of different rel)gious denominations, 
who were fincerely intent upon finding and maintaining the crush, 
Thefe, in general, held the orthodox fyftem; and agreed upon 
articles of faith and good works, in which they exprefled their 
abhorrence of the prevailing errors, They farther agreed not to 
enter into difputes about the particular tenet of their different 
religious perfuafions ; but to do their utmoft to maintain the fun- 
damental truths in thei refpective congregations, They met 
once a week to pray, and to expound a portion of the holy 
fcriptures. 

A certain young man, who was gone from hence to London, 
wrote very moving letters to his father and friends, bearing an 
uacommonly ftriking tefimony of Jefus and the redemption in 
his blood. Some of thefe letters were read in this {mall fociety, 
and proved a greatedification to all that heard them He, after 
fome time, returned to Dublin, and uttered the divine truths he 
had experienced, with extraordinary and convincing livelinefs, 
mentioning John Cenmck as the inftrument of the change of his 
mind, and jpeaking of him in the higheft terme as of a true 
preacher of the gofpel. This induoed the fociety to write to Cen- 
muck, who was then with the Methodifts, and had the care of Mr. 
Whitgfield’s focieties, defiring him to pay a vifit ro Dublin. He 
welolved to come hither, and fet out by way of Parkgate; but 
awas detained there {6 long by contrary winds, that he, at leqgrh, 
was obliged to return to London. Soon after, he joined th# Bre- 


thren, and went upon a vifit to the congregations in Germany. 
c ’ po greg re 
After 
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focieties he, had fe¢tled in the Welt .of England, to the care 
of the Brethren, and preached in dreland with Succels. 
Having attended, in the year 1747, the fynod at Herrphaag, 
he entered upon an entirely new field in the North of Ire- 
land, where he, though under great perfecutions, yet, with 
the fatisfa@ion, yea, benediction of the arch-bifhpp, to 
whom he gave an account of himfelf in an audience he was 
admitted to, preached the gofpel to many thoufand fouls ; 
and thus laid the foundation for feveral congregations and 
focieties. Even the Papifts attended his fermons. And 
when fome minifters made their complainis to their fepe- 
riors, they were admonifhed, likewife to preach Jcfus Chritt 
and him crucified, that their hearers mizht have no seafon 
to go any where elfe. 


§ 136. 


In America the work of God in the hands of the Brethren 
{pread more and more. The fettlements at Bethlehem and 
Nazareth profpered, and proved a benefit and bleffing to the 
whole neighbourhood, both in temporals and fpirituals. 
‘The Brethren’s congregation became more and more known, 
through good and evil reports. People came from all parts to 
getacquainted with them, and commonly went home wittva 


After his return to England in the year 1746, he went to Dublia, 
upon the repeated prefling invitation of the fociety His fer- 
mons were attended with power, and a great number of ‘fouls 
were awakened. The following year he returned to London, add 
went again to Germany, where he was prefent at che Fynod of 
Herrnhaag. : ; 

A young preacher, who was a méimber of the foc{éty dt Dublin, 
carried on Cennick’s labour, preaching, as ‘h¢ had done, rwite 
aday. During ahis period, a certain man who had gift3, bor eras 
of an abandoned charater, and ao ariful hypog rite, cam fom 
Epgland, apd began to preach. He made Various ‘atreshpte’to 
astach the awakened fouls to himfelf. hts induced the’ Befofe- 
mentioned youog preacher to form a féciety Of the awakened 
fou » cank ing of fome hundred perfons, which Cennitk’ found 
régulaied at his return so Dublin in the year 1747. 


Y 3 good 


326 Mopegan History of the Breturen, Part VI. 


good impreffion. Many were defirous of living there; but 
a few only could be admitted. They who were obliged 
to continue in their places of abode, folicited for Bre- 
thren to preach the gofpel to them, and take the needful 
Care of their fouls. From hence arofe many focieties and 
Congregations in towns and in the country, to which the 
awakened from the adjacent parts adhered. Where no fuch 
little focieties exifted, as could be provided with their own 
labourers, to fuch places a Brother was fent, from time to 
time, to preach the gofpel ; and often more invitations were 
received, than could be complied with. I compute, even 
about this time, above thirty places in the provinces of 
New England, New York, the Ferfeys, Maryland, and parti- 
cularly in Pennfilvania, where the Brethren laboured with 
blefing among Germans, Swedes and Englifh of various 
perfuafions : and, accordingly, in one year only, befides the 
Indians and Negroes, nineteen grown perfons from among 
the Baptifts, Mennonites, Separatifts, and Quakers, were 
baptized by the Brethren. 

This extenfive field required more labourers, than the 
congregation at Bethlehem could furnifh, and part with, 
New affiftants, therefore, were fent them from Europe almoft 
every year In particular, at the fynod of Zeift, John Fre- 
deric Cammerhof, late a conventual of the Proteftant cloifter 
of Bergen, was appointed to go thither. He was ordained 
a co-bifhop, while the ordinary refided at London; and 
went with fome more minifters qut of the feminary, and 
other Brethren, to Pennfilvania. 

But the Brethren met alfo with much oppofition. Endea- 
vours were ufed in particular to ftir up the Swedes againft 
them, being the oldeft Lutherans in the country, among 
whom alfo fome Biethren laboured with bleffing. A certain 
merchant gave a falfe report ta the arch-bifhop of Upj/al, and» 
in confequence of it, defired his opinion, how they fhould 
‘Yook upon the Brethren? It is poffible, that the arch-bifhop 
confourded them with the Separatifts, who had, for fome 

time, 


From the Tear 1746 te 1751. 327 


time, given much trouble to the clergy in Sweden; for he 
returned this anfwer: © They ought to be guarded againft, 
§ feeing they rejeCted the Godhead and the merits of Chnift, 
© made hight of Chrift for us, and of juftification, of the holy 
$ fcriptures, of baptifm, and the T.ord’s fupper, &c.’ Every 
one knew the dire€t contrary, and that they were blamed 
in Germany for making too much of our Saviour and his 
merits, and not urging the law and fanctfication. But, 
fince this advice might, however, ferve to lay fome reftraint 
upon the Brethren; it was figned and ratified by fome 
minifters, and publifhed from the pulpits *. 

Various ftories were alfo propagated in Germany, in 
which the Brethren were accufed of having forced themfelves 
upon the Lutherans in America, attempting to draw them 
from the Lutheran church, and cayfing fchifms. Although 
the ordinary had been regularly called by the churchwardens 
of the German Lutherans at Philadelphia, to be their mi- 
nifter, and appointed in{pector of the Lutheran congrega- 
tions, before any of the German minifters were come hi- 
ther; (§ 99.) yet he refolved, from love of peace, rather 
w give way. He, therefore, in a letter, dated London, 
September the 13th 1746, to the church-wardens of the 
Lutheran congregations tn Pennfilvamia, refigned his office,and 
defired that this declaration might be publifhed. But he was 
an{wered, in a letter of February the 3d, 1747, in the name 
of the Lutherans united with the Brethren’s congregatian, 
that he had not been rightly informed, sf he conceived that 
moft of the Lutheran church-wardens, who gave him the 
vocation, were gone aver to the other fide ; that the fchifm 
was not to be »mputed to the Brethren, but to the other 
party ; and that they could not difmifs him and the Brethren 


* The arch bifhop was indeed afterwards better informed, and 
received an entirely different idea both of the Brethren, and of 
the tlate of religion in 4 merica: but. the opinion being once piven 
wand publithed, the cafe was here too, Whar I have writin, J 
have voritten, 
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from their fervice among them, upon this groundlefs fup- 
polition. He was obliged to let it reft here. It was, how- 
ever, agreeable to him and to the Brethren to know that 
the poor Lutherans in America had mimifters, of whom they 
and their children received due inftruGtion, and were form- 
ed into a regular religious conftitution. 


§ 137. 


Besipes the ]abour among Chriftians, the Brethren had 
alarge field among the Indians*, which, notwithitanding 
all the difficulucs and impediments, was in a flourifhing 
ftate. The Brethren from Bethlehem vifited affiduoufly 
among the Indians living around them, and up the Sufque- 
hannah. They were obliged to make their way to them 
over high and fteep mounta.ns, through thick untrodden 
woods, through fwamps and rivers, which had no bridges, 
and often through the fire, the Indians being ufed to fet fire 
to a woud, 1n oder to burn the leaves, that the grafs may 
grow the better for the deer. They were often obliged to 
fpend many nights fucceffively 1n the woods among {nzkes, 
wolves, bears, and panthers ; to carry their provifions with 
them for the whole journey; and, when they reached 
the intended place, to live in the Indian manner, be 
fatisfied with their food, and often fuffer hunger. Some 
Indiars, indeed, underftood a Jitde Englith, whom they 
could ufc as interpreters. But yet, they were obliged to 
Jearn their languages, efpecially that of the A/ohoks, or Ma- 
quaas; for which purpofe, fome Brethren, from time to 
time, refided ac Canrfchabery, and afterwards at Onondago. 


* The miffion among the Negroes in the Car:dbce Ifands, and 
that among the Indsans in Berézce, were, abouc this time, in a 
great meafure hhewi’e fupplied with provifions from Bethlehem ; 
the miffionaries who returned from thei, polls, or who came on a4 
vilit, were provided with neceffaries, and their vacant places fup- 
pled, and the gofpel wa» alfo preached to ihe Negroes in Phil- 
ddclphia, 

The 
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The Indian chiefs, indeed, kept the covenant they had 
made with the ordinary in the year 1742, (§ 102.) fo that 
the Brethren could go in and out among them without mo- 
leftation. But the Brethren were obliged to act very cau- 
tioufly, to prevent all fufpicion; and were often in danger 
of their lives from the drunken Indians, fo, that they were 
obliged to hide themfclves from them for feveral days in the 
woods. All thefe difficulties did not deter them, and were 
more eafily furmounted, than the impediments laid in their 
way by fome of the white people, in their labour among 
the baptized Indians in the provinces of New York and New 
England, When they faw that the Indians began to be con- 
verted in truth, and to relinquifh fins, in which many ava- 
ricious people found profit; they endeavoured to prejudice 
the Heathen againft them by various flanders. They faid, 
for inftance, The Brethren had not the nght do@rine: they 
intended to tranfport them and their young folks over the 
fea, and to fill them for flaves, and the hke. But when 
this did not fucceed, they inflamed fome iznorant zealots 
for religion to fuch a heizht, that, in June 1742, trey fell 
upon the miffion at Pa:heatgcch, os Shattscok, 10 Conneticut 
government, and took the miffionary ‘Joon Chriflopher Pyr- 
leus, and his two affiftants, Fohu Staw and Adertn Mack, 
prifoners, and d-agged them from one place to another before 
the minifters, to be examined by them; who endeavoured, 
by all forts of captious queftions, to draw fomethine out of 
them, which might render them fufpe&ted by government. 
At laft, after three days, they were brought to the governor; 
who, having examined them in a proper mapner, ¢.fmiffed 
them as innocent people. After many fuch chicaues, the 
adverfaries of the Brethren found means to crcate a jealoufy 
againft them, as fecret Pap.fts and traitors, in the govern- 
ment of New Yore*, which they carricd to fuch a length, 
that 

* This calumny continued a long time, and gained ground 
alfoin Pennfilvania, A cestain perfon aceufed ihe ee 
ore 
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that an AA of Affembly was paffed, in which all fecret Papifts, 
Moravian Brethsen, and fuch fufpected perfons, as could 
not acquit themfelves by taking an oath, were prohibited 
from going among the Indians. But, as many Brethren 
fcruple taking an oath, Gottlieb Buettner, John Shaw, and Gott- 
lieb Senfemapn, who miniffered to the Indian congregation 
in Chekomekah, were, in the year 1744, cited by the go- 
vernor of New England, and examined. David Leifberger 
and Frederic Poff were, in the {pring of 1745, on their 
journey to the country of the Maquaas, arrefted, and con- 
fined upwards of fix weeks at New York; and no Brethren 
were any longer allowed to live among the Indians. It is 
true, this 47 was not renewed the next year, fince fome 
members of the aflembly vehemently appofed it, from the 
principle, that st proceeded from a fpirit of per‘ecution, 
However, the enemies of the Brethren had, in the mean 
time, got a handle for deftroying the miffion among the 
Indians. 


§ 138. 


Tus induced the Brethren in Germany, in the ycar 
1745, by their deputy at London, to lay the affair before the 
board of trade and plantations, and to folicit for protection 
againft fuch undeferved reftritions. They alfo obtained a 
promife, that the government of New York fhould be writ- 
ten to, and the cafe of the Brethren, as good Chriftians and 
true Proteftants, recoinmended to the governor in the beft 
manner; which was accordingly done, and not without 
effe&t. But, fince the Brethren did not believe themfelves 
by this means to be univerfally fecured alfo in the reft of 


fore the magiftrates, of having recenved French Indians, and 
concealed arms for three thoufand men. ‘The affair was ex- 
amined into befure a yuftice, found fale, and a heavy penalty 
laid vpon tee Mauderer 5 bug it was remitted upon the intercefion 
of tne Brethren. 


the 


from the Year 1726 to 19751. ‘yu 
the American provinces ; the ordinary, during his refidenee 
at London at that time, endeavoured to fettle the matter 
upon a firm footing. His former friends, with whom he 
renewed his acquaintance, advifed him, to caufe the Bre- 
thren, at the next feffion of parliament, to prefent a peti- 
tion to extend the benefit of a late 44 of Parliament for na- 
turalizing foreigners, who fhall fettle in the plantations, to 
the Moravian Brethren and other foreign Proteftants, whg 
make a fcruple of taking an oath. General Ogdethorpe, in 
the fpring of the year 1747, prefented the petition to the 
Houfe of Commons with an ample fpeech, and was fupport- 
ed by many members. The opinion of the board of trade 
was required on this head. The proprietor of Pennfilvania 
promoted the affair among the members of parliament, and 
efpecially with the fecretary of ftate, the duke of Newcaffle, 
by his good teftimomes of the Brethren in Pennfilvania. 
The matter of the 4:// was properly difcuffed, formed into 
an Act, and, having pafled, with the greateft fatisfaction, 
through both houfes, received, in June 1747, the Royal 
affent *. Hereby the aforefaid 427 of Affembly was, of courfe, 
annulled, and no one could now appeal toit ; and, by virtue 
thereof, lay any thing in the way of the labour among the 
Heathen. 
§ 139 
In the mean time, the Indians had carried on the work 
among themfelves, and every month fent meffengers to 
Bethlehem, to give an account of their fituation, as alfo de- 
puties to the fynod of the Brethren in Pennfilvania. Nei- 
ther could the Brethren forbear going, through long circuits 
and over untrodden mountains, in danger of their lives, to 
vific their forfaken ftheep, and even ftaying with them for a 


* See AGa Fratrum Unitatssin Angha. Appendix to the Vouchers, 
XXXVIIL, XXXIX, XL. 
while 
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while in ftilnefs; until] the Indians faw it neceflary to look 
out for fome other place of abode. Part of them lived then 
in New York government, part in the government of Con- 
neéticut, chiefly in three places, Chekomekab, Wechquatnach, 
and Pachgatgoch. In the firft place, they had formerly, in 
a drunken fit, fold their mght to the Jand for a trifle; 
and, on their being converted, occafion was taken from 
thence to drive them from ir. Some were difperfed in the 
wildernefs, and, as 1s eafy to be imagined, fuffered damage 
in their fouls, until they could again be fought after, and 
gathered tothe flock. In order to prevent this evil, the 
Brethren thought of erecting a fettlement of the converted 
Indians at Wayomik on the Sufquehannah. In this view, 
Spangenberg, accompanied by David Zeifberger, took, in the 
year 1745, a journey to the great council of the Indians at 
Onondago, to obtain the confent of the Six Nations. In the 
mean time, many Indians came quite unexpectedly from 
Chekomekah and the other places to Bethlehem; where, 
with the approbation of the governor of Pennfilvania, they 
were received and entertained by the Brethren. It was 
propofed to them, to go to Wajom:k. But they fhowing no 
inclination to live among the reft of the Indians; the 
Brethren, in the year 1746, bought a tract of Jand on the 
Mahony, beyond the Blue Mountains, convenient both for 
hunting, the proper fuftenance of the Indians, ana for cul- 
tivation, as an interim-place of abode for them. Moft of 
the Indians moved thither, and were furnifhed by the Bre- 
thren with the neceflaries for building an Indian town, which 
was called Gnadenhuetten, or, Tents of Grace. Many re- 
mained ftill in their former places, efpecially at Wechguatnach 
and Pachgatgoch, and had, from time to time, 2 muffionary 
living among them, until, by degrees, moft of them too 
moved away, and partly followed their Brethren. 


§ 140. 


y 
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y 140. 


Asour this time, Zohn, the firft-fruits of, and teacher 
among, the Mahikanders, (of whom mention was made 
§ 103.) departed this life. ‘This gave occafion to reckon 
up all the firft-fruits of the Heathen that were brought to 
Jefus Chrift through the miniftry of the Brethren, and, to 
the year 1747, were fallen afleep in the faith; and to re- 
prefent them ina picture in their natural colours, and in the 
drefs of their countty. They are painted as ftanding before 
the throne of Jefus with palms in their hands, given to 
them by an angel, with the fuperfcription out of the Re- 
velations, chap. xiv. 4. Thefe were redeemed from among men, 
being the frft-fruits. Their names are, 

1. Sam, a favage of New England. 

2. Samuel Kajarnak, the firft Greenlander. 

3. Guly, a Perfian woman, 

4. Thomas, a favage of Canada. 

5. Catharine, a Mulatto, from St. Jan, witha Negro-girl, 
Rebecca. 

6. Gratia, a Negro- woman. 

9. Catharine, a Gypfy-girl, that, after the mother was 
fhot, was given, by the count of Buedingen, to the cecono- 
my of girls at Herrnhaag. 

8. Fobn, a Mahikander, a teacher among the favages. 

g. Andrew, a Negro, with his fon Afichael, in the arms 
of afingle Negro-woman, Anna Maria. 

10. Carmel, afterwards called Fofbua, a Negro of Guinea, 
whom Leonhard Dober bought in St. Thomas, and brought 
with him. 

11. Fupiter, whos Chriftian name is Fofoua, a Negro of 
New York. 

12. Francefeo, 
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12. Francefee, a favdge of Florida. 
23» Hannah, a widow of Guinea. 
14. John, a Negto of South Carolina. 
tg. Kibbodo, whofe Chriftian nathe was Jonas, ah Hot- 
tentot. 
16. Ruth, an Indian. 


In this picture, which has excited mary beholders to 
ptaife and glorify God, are, moreover, feen two remarke 
atife perfons, though defcended from Chriftian parents, 
who came to the congregation of the Brethren, and there 
departed this life, viz. Coriftian Zedmann, an Armenian, and 
Thamas Mammucha, a Mingrelian. On the other hand, the 
firft-fruits of the Tattern-nation, and of the Arawaks in 
Berbice, who were then in the Brethren’s congregation, 
but were not at home with the Lord, are not to be found 
in ite 


§ 141. 


In the year 1747, a fynod was held at Herrnhaag. The 
ordinary, having built an houfe here, and a fpacious chapel 
in it for the congregation, moved, in the beginning of the 
year, from Marienborn hither, with the congregation and 
pilgrim-houfe. (§ 69.) Several mifunderftandings, even 
then, began to appear between the regency of Buedingen and 
the direction of the congregation at Herrnhaag. But the 
congregation itfelf was, as yet, not difturbed by them. ‘The 
vifits from near and diftant places were never fo numerous 
in any congregation, as they were here this year, The 
fingle Brethren alone reckoned an hundred and fixty-two 
perfons, who defired to live with them ; fixty-three of whom 
were admitted, but the reft were advifed to return home, 
and to prove a good fale in their religions. Good fruits 
were afterwards feen from fome of them. Herrnhaag was, 
about this time, the place of rendezvous, whither the pile 
gtims and labourers, among Chriftians and Heathens, came 

from 
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from abroad to reft for a while: but others were here prey 
pared, and difpatched; and, at the end of the year, about 
two hundred Brethren and Sifters were reckoned, who ci« 
ther went again, or were fent the firft time, to certain pofts. 
Among them alfo were fome from England, who had been 
prefent at the fynod, and were attacked at fea by privateers, 
but efcaped unhurt. 

The confiftory at Stutgard was defired to fend a deputa- 
tion to this fynod, to examine, whether the principles and 
facts alledged againft the Brethren by Dr. Chrifian Eber 
hard Weifmann, a profeffor in the univerfity of Tuebingen, in 
his Ghurch-Hiffory, were grounded, or not? Whether the 
Brethren had aéted contrary tothe Opinion of the theological 
faculty at Tuebingen of 1733? And, in what manner the 
ordinary had conducted the adminiftration of the Lutheran 
tropus, which he intended to refign at this fynod? The 
privy-counfellor Bilfnger, as prefident, anfwered in the 
name of the confiftory, declining the deputation to the 
fynod as unneceflary and impracticable, and declaring Dr 
Weifmann’s Church-Hiftory to be a private treatife, that 
could not make void the Opinion of a whole theological fas 
culty, which ftill retaincd its force, notwithftanding the 
attempts to difpute the then prefuppofed agreement of the 
church of the Brethren with the Proteftant do&trine, which 
ftill fubfifted as found as ever; and advifing the Brethren to 
make a declaration on this head to the public, inftead of 
any examination. The article in Dr. Weifmann’s Church- 
Hiftory, here referred to, was iluftrated in the Natural Reo 
jfections with annotations, and the points, in which he was 
miftaken, fet in their true light. As to the adminiftration 
of the Lutheran tropus, the ordinary was obliged ftill to 
retain it for the prefent. 

At this fynod, one hundred and fifteen perfons were, 
according to the ufage of the ancient Brethren, accepted, 
as acoluths, to the fervice of the Lord and his church : 
thirty Brethren and Sifters were ordained deacons and dea- 

conefles ; 
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coneffes ; four Brethren,prefbyters; and two were confecrated 
bifhops. One of thefe was Leonhard Dober, of Bohemian 
extraction, the firft miffionary among the Heathtn, and 
afterwards elder of the congregation. The other was 
Fohaines de Watteville, Langguth, who, in the year 1743, 
was confecrated a co-bifhop at Gnadenfrey in Silefia, 
adopted by baron Frederic de Watteviile, which adoption was 
confirmed by an Imperial diploma, and, during the fynod at 
Zefl, held laft year, married to the ordinary’s eldeft daugh- 
ter, countefs Henrietta Benigna Fujtina de Zinzendorf. 


§ 142. 


In the interval, a great change in Saxony began to take 
place. We have feen above, (§ 67 and 68.) that the ordi- 
nary, during his exile, did not give up his hopes of feeing 
the work of God, put into his hands, carried into execution 
alfo in his beloved native country, He had, from the begin- 
ning, looked upon all the hardfhips, that befel him and the 
Brethren in Saxony, as events, which God himfelf caufed, 
with a view that they fhould not flay together in one 
place, but that the kingdom of Jefus might be fpread 
abroad by them m more places; which could not well have 
come to pafs, had they remained quietly at Herrnhut. But 
he likewife conftantly believed that the cafe would alter 
again in Saxony. I have met with fome thoughts of his 
concerning it, which he uttered fome years before this alter- 
ation took place, and which feemed at that time entirely 
incredible. Thus he writes in his memorandums: ** The 
“© defign of our Saviour’s wonderful dealings with us in 
¢ Saxony is, to counteract certain well-concerted fchemes 
“ of the adverfaries ; to procure for the Lutheran tropus 
“¢ its laft retreat, and to raife us to honour in the very 
«¢ place, from whence all wicked defamations took their 
“ rife, and fpread in the world.” And before this, it is faid: 
* The main fupport of the congregation will proceed from 

3 “© that 
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& that very quarter; from whence its ruin is expedted, as 
“© foon as we defift from all our own works, and for fome 
S¢ years refrain from all folicitations.” 

In confequence of this advice, the foliciting for examina- 
tions, baviny been more than once tried in vain, was at 
length dropped ; and a very common incident, unexpectedly, 
gave occafion to this long hoped-for alteration. In the year 
1746, the eftate Grofs Hennerfdorf, which belonged to the 
count’s late grandmother, where he was educated in his infan- 
cy, was offered on faleto him. [fe endeavoured to decline at, 
fince he could not live in the countiy, and make a proper 
ufe of it; bur at left, after much perfuafion, confcnted that 
his eldefi daughter fhould make the purchafe. ‘This nego~ 
tiation came to the knowledge of the king’s muinifters at 
Dretden, who took occafion from hence, to enquire more 
narrowly into the prefent circumftinces of the o:dinary, the 
reafons of his exile, and the ftate of the Brcthren’s congre- 
gations out of Saxony. They were the more inclined to 
this enquiry, as the proceedings at Herrnbut for many 
years paft, which, amidft al] the adverfe infinuations, had 
been taken ftrict notice of, had greatly changed their former 
difpofition towacds the church of the Brethren. The effe& 
was, that it was to be intimated to the ordinary, and eveh 
fignified by a letter from court, that he might return to 
Saxony. This oveiture was combined with a defire that 
he would ufe his intercft with his friends abroad, to procuré’a 
confiderable loan to the cleétoral treafury of Saxony. When, 
therefore, prefently after, a large capital, which the Bre- 
thren, in the year 1742, had procured in Holland for @ per~ 
fon of high rank, upon a mortgage, was offered, and pro- 
mifed to be repaid at the Leipzic fair at Eafter 3748; the 
ordinary embraced this opportunity to comply with the de- 
fire of the court, and thus to thow to the electora} houfe, 
in fome meature, his attachment and fidelity to it and to 
his dear native country, which he had unalterably thain- 
tained in all the circumftances that had befallen him, He 
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difpofed his friends in Hodlattd to lend the aforefaid capital to 
theeleCtoral treafury. “(his ftep was very gracioufly received; 
and it was fignified to the ordinary, that it was wifhed 
that more fuch colonies as Herrnhut might be eftablifhed 
in toe country. For this end, the electoral bailiwick of 
Barby, with the palace and the farms belonging to it, whith 
were Jately fallen to the electoral houfe by the death of 
the duke of [Veiffenfels, were offered to the Brethren as fecu- 
rity for the faid loan. 


§ 143. 

Upon thefe affurances, the ordinary, in autumn 1747, 
went to Hlerrihut, and, after a fhort viit in Silefia, to 
Leipzic, during the fair. Here a farther afflurance was given 
him verbally by the conference-minifter, count of Henrike, 
of the aforefaid gracious intentions of the king; and propo- 
fals were made, sn what manner they might be put in exe- 
cution. But the ordinary, previoufly to this, petitioned for 
an examination, fo often wifhed, ot his docirme and office, 
and of the ftate of the church of the Brethren ; and, in hopes 
of attaining this point at Jaft, he accepted of the Royal de- 
cree, ifued out Oober, the rth 1747, concerning his re- 
ftoration in Saxony. After fome ftay at Grofs Hennerfdorf, 
he returned to Herrnhaag, and in the fpiing of 1748 went 
again to Saxony, in order to obtain the defired examination ; 
to which end he went in April to Drefden. The minifters 
of ftate declared to him, that the king was willing to grant 
the Moravian Brethren, as an exemplary fociety tn doétrine 
and life, the privileges which they had all along enjoyed at 
Herrnbut, not only in Upper Lufatia and the county of 
Barby, but alfo in all his hereduary dominions. But the 
ordinary again repeated his requeft for a previous examina- 
tion, without which the Brethren in future could fettle no 
where. On its being objected, that this was not neceflary, 
fince the Brethren at Herrnbut had been examined in the 
years 1732 and 1736, upon which the Royal, confirmation 

followed 
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followed in 1737; he acquiefced, that Herrnhut fhould be 
excepted : but defired fo much-the more earneftly an cxami- 
nation of his and the Brethren’s doftrine and proceedings ; 
prefented an hiflorical deduction on this head to the king, 
exhibited a plan of examination, and made a propofal, that 
the lord heutenant of the margraviate of Upper Lufatta, and 
the dean of the king’s chapel at Drefden *, might be fent in 
this view to the fynod of the Umty of the Brethren, to be 
held at Gro/s Hennerfiorf this funimer. ‘This was agreed to. 
But, the latter being fcrupulous to take this commiffion 
upon himfelf alone ; two profeffors of divinity, one of Leip- 
zic and one of Wittenberg, were adjoined to him. The 
dean of the king of Pruffia’s chapel, the Rev. Dr. Cochius, 
alfo intended to appear at this fynod, as antiftes of the Re- 
formed tropus. But fince in the king of Pruffia’s permiffion 
thefe words were inferted, ‘* If the fynod fhould be held 
“© in Silefia”; the fynod was not held at Grofs Hennerf- 
dorf, but in Silefia; and, the Saxon divines being alfo feru- 
pulous to go out of the country, without the king’s orders, 
they were not prefent. 


§ 144 

Ar laft, the ordinary procured a Royal commiffion, to 
be held at Grofs Henner/dorf. The actual privy counfellor, 
and firft prefident of the confiftory, count De Holzendorf, 
the privy counfellor and lord lieutenant of the margraviate 
of Upper Lufatia, count De Gerfdorf, the deputy-lieutenant, 
count De Loeben, the counfellor and ordinary of the juridical 
faculty at Wittenberg, Dr. Ley/er, the counfellor of appeals and 
of the confiftory, Dr. Heidenreich, and the followsng divines, 
the dean of the king’s chapel, Dr. Herrmann, and the doc- 
tors and profeflors, Teiler of Leipzic, and Vcikmann of Wit- 


* Though the elector of Saxony (at that time king of Poland) 

“is a Roman Catholic; yet the Lutheran is the eftablithed religion 

of ntry, and the elector has Lutheran court-chaplains, of 
whom the dean of the chapel is the chief, (The Editor.) 
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tenberg, were appointed the commiffioners, The firft, the 
third, and the fifth had been at the commiffion of 1736+ 
Befides the ordinary of the Brethren, eleven deputies, em- 
powered by the bifhops of the Brethren’s church, were 
prefent in the name of the Brethren, The commiffion was 
opened, July the 29th, 1748, by an addrefg of the firft com- 
miffioner, count De Holzendorf, to the deputies, in the 
prefence of all the Brethren in the place, and by reading 
the Royal commiffion ; to which the ordinary replied, with 
a declaration of his joy at the long wifhed-for examination 
being now obtained. At the very ‘beginning he delivered an 
ample deduction of ail the general and fpecial ciarcum- 
flances of his office, together with fome volumes of aéts 
and documents, as alfo a memorandum concerning the 
points hitherto controverted, upon which he defired an exa- 
mination. For this end, he had ordered not only his books, 
but the writings of all his adverfaries, as many as could be 
procured both here and in the cety-library at Zittau, to be 
laid upon the table, 1a order to enable the diviaes to form a 
true ftate of the cafe, Opportunity was alfo given them 
to hear the ordinary deliver all the difcourfes to the con- 
gregation and the different choirs at Herrnhut, as ufual on 
Sundays. Moreover, every one of the commiffioners might 
be prefent at the daily meetings of his houfe; and they a'fo 
went feveral times to Herrnhut, where they took a view of 
all the regulatrons, choir-houfes, and ceconomies, and tefti- 
fied their particular fatisfaétion at them. What, and how 
matters were treated during this commiffion, and how the 
report of the commiffioners was worded, I cannot here 
give any more cucumftantia] account of, fince the a€ts were 
not publifhed. But yet, as many of thefe things have come 
to the cognifance of the public in an improper manner; I 
think myfelf alfo authorized briefly to touch upon that point 
at Jeaft, which was of moft importance to both fides ; being 
enabled fo to do from the journal, which 1 kept omshe fpot 
as amanuenfis of the ordinary at that time. 


§ 145. 
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§ 145- 


THE ordinary, before he could engage in the eftablifh~ 
ment of any more colomes in Saxony, infifted upon know- 
ing with certainty, Whether he and his Brethren were ac- 
knowledged in Saxony as adherents to the Auguftan con- 
feffion? This fhould not be fuppofed, nor merely declared 
on the fidé of the Brethren; but folid)y examined into. 
For this purpofe, fifty-one queftions, relative to the contro- 
verted points, were laid before the comm)ffioners in their in- 
ftruGton, upon which they were to learn the fentiments of 
the Brethren, Thefe were given in writing to the de- 
puties of the Brethren, July the goth. “They delivered their 
fentiments at Jarge upon every queftion on a Ieparate fheet 
of paper, difcufling and anfwering all the objections which 
might poffibly, even afterwards, be raifed againftthem. On 
the 1ft of Auguft the ordinary delivered a difcourle to al] the 
Brethren prefent, fhowing, that their bufinefs was not now 
to adopt, and give in, a confeffion, but to declare what doc- 
trines, and in what manner, they have hitherto been taught 
in al] the congregations of the Brethren, agreeably to the 
Auguftan confeffion. He then ordered the anfwers to be 
read ; which being approved by all the Biehren, as their 
real fentiments, were figned by him and the deputics, and 
delivered to the commiffioners. They thought fome an- 
{wers too prohix and tuo particular, and defired a more 
diftinét explanation of fome doubts which were railed, 
This was given, in writing and by word of mouth, to 
the whole commiffion on the 3d of Auguft in the fore- 
noon, and in the afternoon in a conference of the ordi« 
nary and two other divines of the church of the Biethren, 
with the ecclefiaftical commuffioners ; and minuted. The 
ordinary having been at Herruhut with the divines, and 
having on the way had fome material private converfation 
witht them, fome more queftions were propounded on the 
sth of Auguft, to which verbal anfwers were defired, and 
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immediately given, The commiffioners were willing to let 
this fufice. But the deputies could not be fatisfied with it; 
and, on’the 7th of Auguft, defired the commiffioners, if the 
divines, from the anfwers now given, could not confider 
the doctrine of the Brethren as conformable to the Auguftan 
confeffion, that they would declare their objections. After 
fome difficulties, the ordinary and the Rev, Mr, Steinhofer, 
being empowered for it by the Brethren anew, were invited 
to continue the conference. At the'conclufion, the ordi-+ 
nary afking the divines, if they had any thing farther ta 
obje& ? and they having nothing farther to advance; a mi- 
nute was takcn of it, and the temporal commiffioners 
_teflified their fatisfa@tion, that now the principal end of the 
commiffion was attained. Augut? the 8th, the rcft of the 
deputies declared, before the commufion, their entire concur- 
rence with all the anfwers given by the ordinary, and once 
more defired to know, Whether the dodtrine of the Brethren 
could be ccnfidered as confonant with the Auguftan con- 
feffion? ocr, whether any objection ftill remained? They 
yeceived for anfwer, that the fentence of yefterday fhould 
fland ; and, as to any thing farther, it fhould be mentioned 
in the report to the privy council. What the iffue of this 
was, may be gathered from the fubfequent Royal refolutions, 


§ 146. 


I pass over the reft of the matters, and the formalities 
of the commiffion, which on the 1oth of Auguft was clofed 
with a fpeech, giving aflurance of the king’s moft gra- 
cious difpofition towards the Brethren, and of the conftant 
friendfhip and good wifhes of the commiffioners ; and with 
an addrefs of thanks by the ordinary. An unexpe€ed ob- 
jection to one of the proofs of the divinity of Chrift, drawn 
from his creating the world, occafioned the deputies ta 
deliver in a farther declaration, beginning with thefe wofds: 
“© The whole Moravian church, with all its tropufes, 

* once 
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“<,onpe mage declare pofitively, and in all the countries 
“© where they are eftablifhed, their adberence to all the do‘trinal 
“* articles of the Auguftan confeffion, fo as they were read, on 
“© the 25th of Fune 1530, in the German language, before the 
“© eleftors, princes, and cities, and delivered to his Imperial 
“© majefty, Charles Vi: becaufe they are concordant with the 
“© holy feriptures, &c.” They, at the fame time declare, 
that they will have their writings, hymns, and homilies 
interpreted according to the Auguftan confeffion, and will 
allow no minifter to teach contrary to it; as alfo, that 
they efteem the principle, again fpringing: up, of judg 
ing of the holy fcriptures according to the fymbols and 
creeds, and not thefe writings according to the Bible, as 
dangerous and fanatical ; and will not admit it among them. 
At the conclufion, they defire the divines from the univerfte 
ties then prefent, faithfully to join with them in contend- 
ing againft Arianifm, gaining ground again ih the world, 
by occafion of the controverfy concerning the work of 
creation. 

The commifioners then took leave of the ordinary and 
the reft of the deputies in the moft cordial manner, and 
departed together on the 12th of Auguft. 


§ 147. 


PRESENTLY after, the ordinary alfo, and the reft of the 
deputies, returned to Wetteravia, waiting with refignation 
for the refolutions of the king of Poland upon the report 
given by the commiffion. The firft thing was, that, in the 
year 1748, the bailiwick and palace of Bay dy were ceded on 
leafe to count Henry XXVIII. Reufs and his conforts ; and, 
in the month of November 1749, the Seminary of the Bre- 
thren was transferred hither from Marienborn. The ordi- 
nary’s intention was, that nothing of thefe events fhould 
tranfpire. But as there appeared, in the news-papers, ac- 
counts of the commiffion and its confequences, which were, 
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on'the one handy teo favourable, on the.other, difadvanta- 
geous, and thus quite contradiGory, and, for the moft part, 
uftrue,.or, however, ambiguous; fo he found himfelf un- 
dec a neceflity to gtve acircumftantial account of it, ac- 
cording to truth, in the Natural Reficctions. A report being 
fpread, that a Royal decree would foon be publtfhed in fa~ 
your of the Moravian Brethren in Saxony ; the fynod tran(- 
mitted to the king a letter of thanks for the commiffion ; 
in which, at the fame time, the reception of the Moravian 
church in Saxony was for good reafons declined, as nothing 
but difturbances would be the refult; and it was requefted 
that the Lutheran tropus might be fupported. A Royal 
mandate, dated September the 20th, 1749, enfued, import- 
ing; that the congregations of the Proteftant Moravian Bre- 
theen, ‘avowing the unaltered Auguftan confeffion, fhould 
be received in all Saxony, in the fame manner as in Upper 
Lufatia, and in the county of Barby. This was, by the 
king’s orders, put into the hands of the ordinary, on his 
return in 1750 from England to Saxony, and afterwards 
made known by the privy council to the fupreme court in 
Upper Lufatia, with orders to intimate the contents of it 
to the Brethren’s congregations and inftitutions in Upper 
Lufatia, and to aflure them of the grace and protection of 
the king. This having been done to every lord of a manor, 
under whom Brethren’s congregations and inftitutions were 
eftablithed ; this moft gracious mandate was, on the 73d of 
Nevember 1750, publifhed to the congregation at Herrnhut, 
when the daily word was: The fparrew hath found an 
houfe, and the fwallow a neft for berfelf,—even thine altars, O 
Lord of hofts, my King and my God! (Pfalm Ixxxiv. 3.) with 
which words Chriflian David, who Jed the firft Brethren 
put of Moravia, (§ 4, 5, 6.) had made the beginning of the 
puilding of Herrnhut in the gear 1722. 

Some Saxon divines, indeed, who would not acknow- 
ledge the Brethren as adherents to the Auguftan confeffion, 
began, more than ever, to vent themfelves in controverfial 
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writings ageinit them. But the’ king and miniftry ferioufly 
refeated this condu&, and continued in their gracious difpoe 
fition towards the Brethren. Accordingly, a mandate, dated 
April the agth, 1751, was fent to the fupreme infpector of 
the county of Barby, to deliver to the evangelical Bre- 
thren’s congregation, avowing the unaltered Auguftan con- 
feflion, the chapel of the palace for their divine fervice, 
This was done on the 25th of May; and on St. John’s 
day the firft fermons were preached in it, in the forenoon 
by the Jate chaplain of count Prommitz of Sorau, and pree 
fent dire€tor of the femimary, Gottfried Clemens, and, in, 
the afternoon, by dean Fujlinus Brueningk from Livonia, 
who was here ona vifit. 

The congrezation at Herrnhut continued in its former 
order and regulation; and the Moravian church-conftitue 
tion was no more introduced here, than in other places in 
Saxony. But the place greatly increafed, as to its inhabit+ 
ants, by thofe who came from a diftance, who at the fame 
time brought with them ufeful trades and manufactures, 
This was, ina particular manner, vifible in the very fotald 
congiegation-place, Neely. (§ 113.) A farther good effeet 
of the negotiations in Saxony, was, that an eminent diving, 
of this country accepted, with the approbatiun of the foves, 
reign, the honorary prefidency of the Lutheran tropus ig 
the Unity of the Brethren, The fynodal a&, conferring 
the prefidency upon him, was executed at Zeift, Odtuber 
the 1ft 1748. 


§ 148. 


Tuesk events in Saxony alfo occafioned the re-union of 
count Gerfdorf’s inflututions for the benefit of the Vandat 
naticn *, with the congregation at Herrnhut. The bleffing 

in 

'f The Vandals in Lufatia, and in other parts of Germany, 


form a diftintt nation, though living mn the midft of the Germans, 
They have a different language, which is a dialect of :he Sclave- 
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in this. nation was originally by angays of the grandmother 
of the ordinary, the fate lady. Ger/dorfy who, firtt, of alla 
at' her own charges, had the Pfaloys, and fome- por- 
tiens of the epilties of the Apoftles, tranflated and printed, 
for their ufe, which were followed by the New Teftament, 
and in 1727 by the whole Bible. About this time, the 
privy counfellor and lord lieutenant of Upper Lufatia, count 
De Ge fdorf conferred with the ordinary about the method 
of taking the care of the Vandals ypon his eftates. He 
fent boys to the inftitutions at Herrnhut, with a view to 
have them educated for the fervice of bis people; and defired 
the Brethren to vifit the awakened Vandals upon his eftates, 
God afterwards raifed up fome minifters, efpecially the Rev. 
Fobn Pech, adjun& to the minifter at the Vandal church at 
Budiffin, and the Rev. Fobn Gottfried Kuehn, adjunct to the 
minifter at Klix, by whom a great awakening was occafioned. 
The awakened Vandals themfelves began to bear witnefs of 
Jefus, and went, with the Bible under their arms, te the 
neighbouring villages, held meetings, and ftirred up in great 
numbers a concern for their falvation. Herrnhut fhone in 
their eyes; and, between the years 1730 and 1735, often 
from fifty to an hundred perfons went through the villages to 
Bertholdfdorf and Herrnhut, finging fpiritual hymns. This, 
indeed, caufed much noife and difpleafure, and was one 
occafion, among others, of the refentment at that time fhown 
againft the congregation at Herrnhut, though the Brethren 
had no actual fhare in it, The troubles, which in the year 
1736 came upon the congregation, intimidated and kept of 
many. But the continuation of the work of God among. 
the Vandals, Jay with fo much the greater weight upon 


nian, different drefs and cuftoms; and retained many’ hea- 
thenifh ufages, and even idols, till the beginning of this cena 
tury. They are, an general, bond!men or flaves, and ina very 
abject fate. Yet fome cbrain their fieedom, and the rights of 
denizens. They ase extremely tenacious of their national tan 
guage and ufages, and véry onwilling to adept thofe of the Girw 
mans. (The Editor.) 
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the heart of count Gerfdorf. In this view, and by the 
advice of the aforefaid court chaplain, the Rev. Gottfried 
Clemens, at Sorau, he formed a conference of four Vandal 
minifters. Thefe appointed fome awakened Vandals to vifit 
and hold mectings in the villages, and met every quarter of 
a year to confult about the good of this nation, and to give 
the vifiters their good advice. But this conference of mini- 
fters, after fome time, being dropped, he ereéted upon his 
eftate at Kiix, under the infpeGion of the Rev. Mr. Kuehn, 
an inftitution for the preparation of fome ftudents for the mi~ 
niftry, and young people fur fchoolmafters among the Van- 
dals. At Uhy/, another of his eftates, he fet up a fchool’ 
for Vandal boys and girls from other places, built a fpaci- 
ous houfe for it, and provided them with mafters from Sorau, 
and from Eber{dorf in Vogtland. From the latter place he 
called a ftudent to Teichnitz, near Bud:fin, who, three times a 
week, held a meeting for the Vandals living in that diftridt, 
and, together with fome Vandal affiftants, took care of the 
awakened, Thefe, fince the year 1736, had been divided. 
Some kept to the congregation at Herrnhut, but made good 
ufe alfo of the inftituttons of count Gerfdorf. Others were 
prejudiced againft the Brethren; becaufe, as they faid, the 
Congregation was not under the gofpel, Lut under the law. 
When the Rev. Mr. Clemens, after a blefled performance of 
his office at Sorau for eight years, went, in 1745, to Eber/= 
dorf; and, prefently after, the union of this congregation 
with the congregation of the Brethren took place; count 
Gerfdorf, who perceived the finger and bleffing of God in 
this alteration, again made application to Herrnhut, intreating 
for labourers for his inftitutions. In the room of the ftu- 
dent whom he had employed at Tcichnitz, who had accept- 
ed a parith, -he obtained the ftudent Herfen, of the feminary 
of the Brethren; and for the fchool at Uhyft, the Rev, 
Mr. Meffarojch from Hoiftein ; and, by degrees, ftill more 
Brethren. Herfen carried on the labour at Teichostz, in, 
good order and in ftilaefs, with great blefling ; and left behind 

him, 
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him,, at his deveafe in 1749, for the Vandals, a fine collece 
tion of tranflated hymns, which were printed undef the 
tithe, The Voice of the Bride of Fefus. From this time, the 
meetings were held by Brethren from Herrnhut and Niefky, 
till in the fummer of the year 1751, when the lord Jieute- 
nant, count Ger/dorf, departed this life at Carlfbad in Bo- 
hemia. The Vandals were now at a lofs for a meeting-place, 
asthe circumftances at Teichnitz were altered. But providence 
had taken care of them. Matthew Lange, a Vandal born, 
who, from the beginning of the awakening, had adhered to 
the Brethren, had, by the advice and affiftance of the late 
count Gerfdorf, bought, in 1745, the fmall manor Kéen 
Welke bordering upon Technitz; and now invited his 
Vandal Brethren hither. They, therefore, after the clofe 
of the laft meeting at Teichn.tz, removed, July the 24th, 
their place of meeting into the manor-houfe at Klein Welke; 
where, as well as at Teichnitz, they enjoy the bencfit of 
the liberty granted by the Royal mandate of 1749, thofe 
villages being extra-parochial fince the burning of thar 
church at Budiffin. 


§ 149. 


As foon as the commiffion in Upper Lufatia was ended, 
the ordinary went, through Wetteravia and Holland, to 
England, and arrived at Lendon, in the beginning of the year 
1749. Here he was received with various difagreeable 
news. Falfe accounts of the negotiations in Saxony, which 
were of fuch a nature as might make a bad impreffion upon 
the Englifh nation, appeared in the public prints. They 
began to tranflate fome libellous writings into Englith, and 
to talk of an adverfe edict of one of the moft powerful 
ftates of the empire, which might. have an. influence in.the 
dominions of Great Britain. The A& of Parliament of 1747, 
mentioned in § £38, was not fufficient for the protection 
ef the Brethren in all places from various grievances. Thefe 

and 
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and other circumftances might have been attended with the 
worft of confequences to the Brethren in England and in 
America, where the miffionaries had ftill to encounter with 
many difficulties. To prevent thefe difficulties, the ordina- 
ry was defirous of haftening the long wifhed-for examina- 
tion of the church of the Brethren, by the Parliament of 
Great Britain But, fince no examination can be obtained in 
England without an accufation or petition, and many Bre- 
thren fcrupled to take an oath, and to bear arms; his friends 
advifed him to prefent a petition to Parliament for exemp- 
tion from taking an oath and bearing arms. To attain this, 
and, at the fame time, the defired examination, many fuch 
points were afferted of the church of the Brethren in the 
petition, as they wifhed to haveexamined and proved. I 
will relate the procefs of the affair out of the Diary of the 
Brethren, and the Reports of the Parliament, with all pof- 
fible brevity. 


§ 150. 


THE petition was prefented to the houfe of commons, 
February the 20th, 1749*, by four deputies empowered for 
it. Lieutenant-general Oglethorpe {upported it with an exe 
tenfive {peech concerning the origin, and the conftitution 
of, and the events in, the church of the Brethren, and con- 
eerning the ufefulnefs of their colonies; and was feconded 
by anether member, An eminent and very active member 
rofe, and delivered a vehement fpeech againft the Brethren, 
faid various things to their charge, and advifed not to grve 
the Brethren an hearing, but to reject their petition. This 
fpeech was confuted by five of the moft refpectable mem- 
bers, itt fo many fucceflive fpeeches, who urged the recep- 
tion of the petition, and the examination of the points men. 


* The dares here are all aecording to the mew Bile, aa the 
other part of this Hiflory is. (The Edior.) 
1 tioned, 
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tionéd *.° The petition’ was accordingly received, and the 
examination referred to the confideration of a committee of 
forty-feven members, among whom was the aforefaid oppo- 
nent. The Committce was opened on the 6th of March, and 
continued on the soth and arft of the fame month. Several 
members of parliament, not included in the committee, 
were fometimes prefent at it. The feventeen points, laid down 
in the petition, were gone through, and proved by an hun- 
dred and thirty-five documents, the,greateft part of which 
were originals; and, in cafe of any want of clearnefs, ex- 
plained by the deputies. The committee, fram this exa- 
qination, made their Report t+, ** That they had examined 
«¢ the matter of the faid petition.” Upon this, ir was twice 
yead in the houfe. To this report the documents or vouch- 
ers were annexcd, to which the deputies added alfo the 
twenty-one doctrinal articles of the Auguftan confeffion. 
‘The report was ordered to be printed. But, at the requctt 
of the deputies, 1t was thought proper to make public no 
more than feventy-feven of the annexed documents. Leave 
was given to bring in a bill; which was prepared and 
Drought in accordingly on the 28th of March. The bill 
was then read the fift time, and, on April the rft, a fe- 
cond time, and then referred to a committee of thirty-two 
members, to whom forty members more were added on the 
asth of April. This committee made their report on the 
17th of April, “© That they had examined the allegations 
“¢ of the bill, and found the fame to be true; that they 
st had gone through the bill, and made feveral amendments 
é thereunto.” The report was read, and the bill, with the 
amendments, delivered in at the clerk’s table, where the 


* All the fpeeches in hoth houfes were printed at Londox in the 
Univerfal Magazine for the months of April and May, 1749. 

+ The Report, with an Appendix of the moff material Vouchers, 
containing feventy-feven documents, were printed at London, in 
folio, with the title, 44a Fratrum Unitatis in Angha, 1749+ 
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amendments were once read throughout ;.and then, a fecond 
time, one by one. Upon the queftion feverally put there= 
upon, it was agreed to by the houfe; and the bill, with 
the amendments, ordered to be engroffed. On the 18th 
of April, the engroffed bill was read the thud time, was 
pafled nemine contradicente, and ordered to be carried to the 
lords. 


§ 151. 


Here more difficulties were expected from the bench of 
bifhops ; fince one article of the bill was, that the Brethren 
are an epifcopal church. But it was foon found, that, ata 
meeting at the arch-bifhop’s, on the 8th of April, after read~ 
ing the bill of the houfe of commons, they had agreed not 
to oppofe the Brethren. Only the old venerable bifhop of 
London, Dr. Sherlock, was of another opinion ; and, at firft, 
no remonftrances were of any avail. The ordinary, who ap- 
peared but little during the whole negotiation, wrote, on that 
account, to the bifhop of Lincoln, who underftood the Ger- 
man language, to procure him an interview with the bifhop 
of London, in order to remove his fcruples. But, on fee- 
ing the report, he had already given them up, and became, 
and continued from that time, a firm fricnd of the Bre- 
thren, 

April the 21ft, the bill was carried by fixteen members of 
the houfe of commons to the houfe of lords; and, after a 
fhort addrefs of lieutenant-general Oglethorpe to my lord 
chancellor Hardwicke, accepted with the ufual folemnity, 
and Jaid upon the table. Ona motion made by the earl of 
Halifax, prefident of the board of trade, it was immediately 
read the firft time; and, April the 23d, the fecond time. Ie 
was found proper once more to examine the-affair in a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe. In the mean time, feveral ob- 
§ections had been fuggefted, not fo much againft the con- 
tents of the petition, as againft certain rights and immuni- 

tics 
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ties flowing from the sature ofthe thing ; and, therefore, a 
new examination of the documents was expedited. May the 
ath, the committee of the whole houfe was held, the earls 
of Warwick and Holland being in the chair, My lord chan- 
éellor {poke firft, and raifed important objections to fome 
points. Thefe were anfwered, in a convincing fpeech, by 
the earl of Granville, prefident of the privy-council, He 
was fupported by the earls of Halifux and Sandys, the duke 
of Argyie, one of the moft eminent of the Scotch members ; 
by my lord Bathurft, and the eari of Bath; and, laftly, by 
the bifhop of V/oreer, who beftowed upon the church ot 
the Brethren great encomiums. The duke of Newca/ffle, 
fecretary of ftate, was at firit againftit. But, having heard 
all thefe fpceches, he propofed poftponing the examina- 
tion until the 12th of May, and, in the interim, to word 
fome expreffions, which cauf.d demur, otherwife, In the 
mean time, the ordinary wiote to my lord chancellor, that, 
if he, on account of his office, could not give up his fcruplee, 
he would drop the whole affair, having, by the examiraticn, 
in which all the points aflerted had been found true, obtain- 
ed that which he properly fought. But my lord chancel- 
lor anfwered, that he had no objection to the thing itfelf, 
but to fome expreffions only, which might give occafion to 
mifconftru@ions, and caufe abufe of the aét, and which 
were eafily to be altered. On the 12th of May, (a day fin- 
gularly remarkable in the church of the Brethren for feveral 
important reafons, §9, 10, 16,) after an introdudtory fpeech 
wof the earl of Halifax, the alterations being read and ap- 
proved of, and, after a fpeech of the bifhop of Worcefer, in 
which he declared the approbation of all the bifhops, the 
queftion being put, the bill was pafiid in the houfe of 
lords alfo, nemine contradicente *, 


* The 4é has been feveral times printed, both in Englith and 
in Latin; and has been likews{e pabisthed in German, as a fup- 

lement to the Account of the Charch of the Brethren of 17573 and 
gm French in 1758. 
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On the 14th of May, the bill was fent, with the amend- 
ments, from the lurds to the houfe of commans; and, on 
the 1gth, the houfe proceeded to take into conlideration the 
amendments made by the lords, and the fard amendments 
were read; and being fevenal'y read a fecond time, were, 
upon the queftion fiverally put thereupon, agreed to by the 
boufe, and order:d to be fent to the lords, and to acquaint 
them that the houfe had agreed to the amendments made 
by their lordfhips ; and, on the 6th of June, the Royal af- 
fent was given to it with the ufual woids on occafion of 
public acts, Le Rey de vent. 


§ 152. 


Tuus, after flriét and repcated examination, which was 
the primary view of this negotiation, the Brethren were 
»coknowledged to be an ancient Proteftant ep: fcopal church ; 
thofe of its members, who made a fcruple of taking an oath 
and bearing arms, were exempted fiom them, inftead pf 
the national name, AZoravian Church, its agcient name, 
Unitas Fratrum, was receivcd ; and thus the United Brethren 
of the Englith and othr nations, made joint partakers of 
their rights and privileges, But, ip order to prevent perfons 
from laying unjuft claims to, and turning them to a wrong 
ule, the bifhops and minifters of the church of the Brethren, 
whofe names fhould, from time to time, be notified by the 
Adinate of the Brethren to the Board of Trade and Plant- 
ations, were authorized to vive a cerihcate to every actual 
member of the Unity that is di fiious «F taking the benefit 
of this act. All the members of parliament, fpirituel and 
temporal, epucopal and prefb,terian, were unanimous im 
this affair, and fome urge! st with great zeal, The odie 
nary had, in particular, the pleafue to enter into an ufeful 
acquaintance and cerre{pondcnce with ferme bithops. He 
alfo laid before thea., after the negotiation was fuilhed, the 
do€trine and conftitution cf the church of the Brethren, as 

Aa a fupple- 
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® fupplement to the dia Fratrum Unitatis in Anglia *® ; in 
which the doctrinal articles of the Auguftan confeffion make the 
firft piece: for, upon this, and no other confeffion, would 
the Brethren be acknowledged and received in England. 
Thofe, therefore, have been wrongly informed, who are 
of opinion, that the Brethren had not till now fought to gain 
admiffion in the Englifh dominions; but, before it was 
granted, had been obliged to deliver in a corfeffion, and, 
as they did not do this to fatisfaction, had been under a ne- 
ceflity to explain themfelves more fully, For the Brethren 
were Jong before known and fettled in the dominions of 
Great Britain. They delivered no particular confeffion, but 
that of Augfburg ; and the farther explication of their doc- 
trine and conftitution was not required by the bifhops; but, 
after the act had been paffed, it was voluntanly drawn up 
by the ordinary, and printed. 

Many invitations to the Brethren followed upon this, iv 
fettle in Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the county of Cumber- 
land, and in the American provinces, Maryland, North 
Carolina, and Nova Scotia. However, no fettlement has 
been made but thofe in /reland and in North Carolina. In 
Scotland, indeed, the land offered by the duke of Argyle was 
viewed ; but the Brethren had already more upon their 
hands, than they were able to execute for the prefent; ang, 
but that very fpring, juft at the beginning of the negotiation 
with the parliament, a confiderable colony had failed for 
Pennfilvania, conducted by Fohn Nit{chmann. 


§ 153. 


Soon after this affair was terminated, the ordinary vifited 
the Brethren’s congregations in Yorkfure, Bedford, and 


* The title of this treatife, confiting of fix parts, is, An Ac 
count of the DoGrine, Manners, Liturgy and Idom of the Unitas 
Fratrrum, &ec. 
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Wiltbire ; and, on his return, had an important converfa- 
tion with the bifhop of Lcolm at his palace at Bugden. In the 
autumn of 1749, 2 fynodal conference was held at London. 
Among other things, in the ftead of the Rev. Dr. Cochius, 
dean of the king of Pruffia’s chapel, who this year departed 
this life, the adminiftration of the Reformed tropus in the 
Unity of the Brethren (§ 56. N. 32.) was tendered to, and 
accepted by, the bifhop of Sedor and Man, Thomas Wilfon. 
The ordinary held daily meetings in his houfe in:Bloomfbury- 
Square, without the leaft difturbance; but none were admitted, 
except the Englifh labourcrs and helpers, In the chapels of 
the Brethren in Fetter-Lane and White's Alley, the fermons 
were well attended; and in the former, the gofpel was 
preached alfo in German. Some Baptifls, Quakers, and 
others, frequented the preaching of the Brethren. 

In Ircland, where the Rev. ‘ohn Cennick began to preach 
“In the year 1746, (§ 135 ) a congregation of the Brethren 
was fettled at Duds, in the year 1750, by the co-bifbop Peter 
Bebler. In the North of Ireland, fix Brethren preached in 
above forty places, having often to preach in three or four 
places in aday. The number of their hearers amounted 
fometimes to two o1 three thoufand; and when houfes 
and barns were not large enough, they were obliged to 
preach in the fields; by which means they were often ex- 
pofed to the maletreatment of the populace. This way 
of preaching was by no means pleafing to the ordinary; 
but could not be altered at that time, tll the too great con- 
courfe of jcople abated a little ; when the awakened fouls 
were fettled in regular focieties in their refpective places, 
and by degrees preparations could be made for the builds 
ing of chapels. The chief refidence of the labourers was 
at Gisonen, where they met every month at a conference, and 
then feparated again to their pefts. They lived in the great- 
eft poverty, and had to endure many hardfhips, proceeding 
from their poor diet, and hard way of living. 


Aaz § 154. 
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§ 194. 


SCARCELY was the Brethren’s church, after previous ex- 
eminations, acknowledged in Saxony in 1748, and in Eng- 
land in 1749, and the neceflary privileges granted; but, 
in the beginning of the year 1750, a long impending ftorm 
broke : forth upon the congregation at Fierrnhaag. The op- 
portunity given for it was, towards the end of the year 1749, 
the deceafe of count Erne/t Cafimir of Yfenburg Buedingen, 
who, by a contract made April the 22d, 1738, had fold to 
the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren a piece of land for the 
building of the congregation-place Herrnhaag; and, be- 
fides the neceffary civil liberties, granted them full liberty 
of confcience and religion. ‘* But*, fince various difficul- 
“© ties arofe on their part” (on the part of government), 
“© from whence in future full greater inconveniences were 
“© to be apprehended ;” this contract was entirely abrogated 
and cafhiered by anew one, dated January the 1ft, 1743, fien- 
ed by the count of Buedingen and his three fons; in which 
they declared, that they were ‘‘ fully convinced,’ not only 
from the good teftimonies of the Brethren alledged in the firft 
contract, but now much more fo “* from their own writings 
tt in public print, as, Zhe Moravian Manual of Doéirine, &c. 
& and by their own doctrine, life and converfation in 
“ their territories, for the fpace of four years, to acknow- 
 Jedge them to be a true, pure, evangelical congregation, 
“according to the order and difcipline of the epifcopal 
Moravian churth,——and to allow them the free exercife 
‘of religion —— together with the whole order, privileges, 
«© and conftitution of their church,” which, both in civil 
and ectlefiaftical matters, are mentioned more largely in this 
contra&t. At the iame time, the caltle of Leu/ladt, and 
other eftates, with the grant ef parucular privileges and im- 


* Thefe are the very words of the contraét of January the rit, 
1743: os 
munities, 
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munities, were mortgaged, for a confiderable loan, to a cree 
ditor in Holland. (§ 108.) But thefe immunities, at the en- 
fuing change of the government, gave occafion to various 
diffatisfactions, of which the inhabitants of Herrnhaag alfo 
fuffered their fhare, Divers things were required of them, 
which, according to the contract, they could not comply 
with ; and then, as it may eafily happen in fuch cafes, many 
things may have occurred, waich incenfed government ftill 
more againft them. The ordinzrv endeavoured to compro 
mife the differences, both with the creditor in Holland and 
the Brethren, in an amicable manner; and, on the arft of 
February, 1748, effected a ftipulation and agreement with 
the covernment, that, until a farther examination and final 
ac ommodation of the difturences, every thing fhould remain 
at Herrnhaag, for the {pace of five years, in the pr ient flare, 
But as the above-mentioned mortgage was actually paid off, 
“and the Brethren urged the repayment of the capital at the 
promued term, in order to fu'fil their engagements jn, any 
other place, ($142 ) great difpleafure fall upon the ordi- 
nary on that account, fur which the inhabitants of Herra- 
haag had to fuffer anew. Thefe infifled upon their con- 
trict, but were, as I have been informed, not cautious 
enough in their expreffions , and many adtcd in that refpedt 
not always agreeably to the duties laid down im holy writ 
for fubjcSts towards their rulers, and towards thofe that are 
put tn authority over them, At the fame ume, a hfting broke 
out in the congregation, which fhall,' with its melancholy 
confequences, be related hereafter, The extravagances 
attending it, beth in doctrine and practice, and the diffatif= 
faGtion of a great part of the Brethren at Herrnhaag on that 
account, could net remain unknown at Buedingen, and 
brought the proper inftruments of theie difturbances upon 
the fcheme of promoting a feparation of the greateft part 
of the inhabitants of Herrnhaag from the church of the Bre- 
thren. By this means they thought to wound the ordinary 
Aa 3 in 
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in the moft fenfible part. While the old count was alive, 
they could find no proper occafion for it, It muft be own- 
ed to his praife, that, notwithftanding all the adverfe infi- 
suations, and much difguft taken againft the inhabitants of 
Hermhaag not without a caufe, he faithfully took care to 
prevent the breaking out of this inimical difpofition againf 
the Brethren. But, immediately after his deceafe, they made 
ufe of the homage to be paid to the new favereign, as the 
firft opportunity that offered for giving full vent to their ill- 
will and refentment. “hey fucceeded in this, to the entire 
ruin of Herrnhaag, and, of confequence, to the unavoidable 
damage of their too good-natured fovercign, who was tog 
eafily led by them. 


§ 155. 


Tuey fet about it in the following manner, January 
the oth, 1750, the elders of the congregation at Herrnhaag 
were commanded by the regency to hold themfelves in rea- 
dinefs to du homage to the new fovereign, count Gu/favus 
Frederic ; and, for this purpofe, to fend in an authenuc lift of 
all the grown inhabitants of the male fex, of what rank 
and quality foever. This was done with all due obedience 
on January the rith; but the Brethren requefted, at the 
fame time, that, inftead of an oath, a folemn promife, by 
giving their hands, might be accepted; and that fuch as 
were no refident fubjects, but ftrangers, might be exempt- 
ed. From hence the regency took occafion to return, on 
the 16th of January, to the elders a threatening anfwer, full 
of accufations of yarious kinds, ufing the injurious appella- 
tion of a new, ynheard-of fect; with orders to read this 
refolution, together with the form of homage annexed, to all 
the inhabitants. They were to promife, jn this form of hom- 
age, among other things, ‘‘ That, in their eftablifhment 
§* and conftitution, they neither did, nor would, defire to 

“ be 
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S¢ be in fubordination to the count of Zinzendorf, er to 
“© fuch as, by his direction, and the dire€tion of thofe be- 
‘© Jonging to him, or of their leaders, were rulers and 
* elders.” Upon this, the elders made a proper remon- 
ftrance, dated January the 2oth, that they would, inftead 
of an oath, promife all due obedience ; but that they could 
not do homage in the manner prefcribed, giving up the li- 
berty of confcience granted them in the contra@, and 
fubmitting to the accufation of being a fect not founded up~ 
on facred writ, and not comprehended in the peace of #2f- 
phalia *; neither could they underftand, why they were to 
renounce the count of Zinzcndorf and their rulers and elders, 
who never had affumed any worldly government and autho- 
rity in civil matters over them; and therefore they requefted, 
that the form of homage, ufual in the whole Roman empire, 
might fuffice ; and that the fpace of time, promifed in the 
year 1748, during which every thing fhould remain in its 
firft ftate, might be employed for a more folid examination 
of the accufations alledged, The anfwer of the regency, of 
January the 22d, attempted to prove the accufations, toge- 
ther with fill more of them, and in terms fill much more 
fevere; rejected the defired examination, from the motive, 
that every thing was fufficiently fet forth and decided 
in the controverfial writings; and pofitively commanded 
them to renounce the count of Zinzendorf, thcir elders 
and leaders, with the ftricteft orders to read the form of 
homage, without farther delay, to the whole congregation. 
This was done, January the 23d, with the exhortation, 
that every one fhould confider well of it, and then freely 
declare bis mind before a notary and witnefles. All un- 
animoufly declared, that they could not, in confcience, do 
homage in this manner, and addreffed an bumble petition, 
dated January the 26th, to the reigning count, explaining 


* The peace of Weftphalia determined what religions should 
be tolerated in she Empire. (The Editor.) 
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their mind coneerming the accufations, and once more re- 
quefting, that the hamage univerfally ufual might be ac- 
cepted, and the differences examined and acyufted during the 
three years of the term fill remaining. All this, in an an 
fwer of the ad of February, was, with a repetition of the accu 
fations, flatly retufed; and, with regard to the homage required 
of them, no more than four days alluwec for confidcration, 
The congregation made, on the 6*h of February, another 
yermonftrance, that the prefciibed form of bomage was con- 
trary to their confciences, contrary to tiuth, to the contract, 
and to all ufage in the Roman cmpire, mr plied to the accu- 
fations again imputed to them, and entreated, in the moft 
moving manner, for a longer time for examination, But 
this and other remonftrances remaincd unan{wered until 
February the i8th. 

Tn the interval, an Inftrument was drawn up by an Im- 
penal notary public, before witnefics, and figned by al! 
the adult male inhabitants of the pluce They promife in 
this iuftrument, (1.) Todo homage, and to yield obcdicnee 
in all things to their new fovereign adone. (2) They again 
avow the doctrine of the holy f[criptures, and of the Auguftan 
confeffion. (3.) They declare, that, and why, they cannot 
renounce their teachers ; and teftify in particular, (4 ) That 
they acknowledge the ordinary of the Brethren to be a 
faithfal fervant of God ; and that, fhould even he difengage 
himfelf from them, they could not, by any means, admit 
of it, in ecclefiaftical and ceconomical matters, in which 
he had hitherto fhown great fidelity towards them ; and, 
Gnally, (5 ) That neither he, nor any other of their teach- 
ers, had ever required of them any fubjection; but had, 
at all times, direéted them to be obedient, taithful, and 
wfeful fubjects to the fovereign of the country. 


§ 156. 
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§ 150. 

Berore this infrument could be delivered in, (for every 
thing was done with the greateft precipitation) the inha~ 
bitants of Herrnhaag rccetved orders to appear, all together, 
on the 18th of February, in ther hull, and to hear thre fait 
refolution of the government. Notwithftanding all the res 
monftrances, afurances of fubjection, and petitions for an 
examination of accufations, and for the accommodation of 
the differences fill fubfifting, a printed proclamation, dated 
February the 12th, 1750, was rcud to them, in which the 
above-faid contract of the year 1743, figned by the reigning 
count and his hers, was paf’d over in filence; and, on 
the contrary, feveral very infignificant conditions, which 
were faid not to have been fulhlled, were alledzed out of 
the contract of 17.38, which had been cancelled , and then va~ 
sious unproved and unheard-of accufatons alledged ; againft 
which the Rev. Samuel Licherduehn, muiniftcr of the con- 
gregation, immediately proicfted in the name of the con- 
gregation. Om account of thefe things it was, that near a 
thoafand faithful and profitable fubjeéts, having been re- 
ceived but twelve ycars ago, after mature confideration and 
examination, as a true, pure, and evangelical church, and 
even feyen years ago, altcr a repeated examination of their 
doétrine and conftitution, life and converfution, acknow- 
Jedged from filf-conviction, confirmed, and endowed with 
fill more privileges, as an ep:fcopal church; (§ 154.) were 
now, without farther cxamination and picof, meicly upon 
the accufations and declarations of their adverfaries, pro- 
nounced an erroncous, new selizion, without foundation in 
the word of God; and not tolerat.d by the laws of the Ro- 
man empire. Since they, therefore, could no longer be 
fuffered to live ina country, where, for many years, people 
of vartous fects had found fhelter ; they were ordered to 
Jeave it within the fpace of three years; and, on the 
other hand, all lberty and protection of the government 


2 promifed 
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promifed.so al that would renounce their rulers and elders, 
abandon che hgninaand dofrinal books of Herrnhut *, and 
join wth the Reformed or Lutheran churches in the coun- 
#Yr———vor even, without any external engagement with this 
ier the other religion (and therefore, after the manner of the 
Sepasatifts and other fects tolerated in the country) would 
chufe to have in flilnefs their own way of worfhip accord- 
ing to their knowledge; and all, who had filled offices in 
the congregation, were forbidden, at their peril, to diffuade 
or hinder any one from it. The above-mentioned notary’s 
inftrument, indeed, was, on the part of the congregation, 
prefented, and, after fome difficulties, received ; but without 
effet. The proclamation was diftributed among all the 
inhabitants, affixed to the public places, nay, even to the 
apartments of perfons of high rank, and printed in the 
news- papers. 

The impending ftorm being thus broken forth, the con 
gregation could now breathe more freely, and had leifure to 
call to mind, and make an humble confeffion of, their mani- 
fold faults and miftakes; and, after obtaming pardon and 
a new affurance of the grace of God, could take all thefe 
things, as a gracious correction, out of his hands; bur con- 
fider themfelves, 2t the fame time, as an exiled congregation, 
innocently fuffering in the main point, For if we confider 
this whole cataftrophe, from the beginning to the end, to- 
gether with all the fecret {prings, which we are not willing 
to expofe ; we can regard it in no other light, than that of 
a perfecution merely on account of religion; and accord~ 
ingly, the refcripts, even the very laft, after the tata] eva~ 
cuation of Herrnhaag, dated March the 28th, 1753, were 
fo full of invectives againft the doétrine and conftitution of 


* There are vo books at all extant under this title, except 
The Moravian Manual of Dodrine, being a Catechi/m, publithed 
ia the vcar 1740, which confifted wholly of Bible-fentences ; and 
concerning which it was pofitively afferced in the cantract of 
1743, that, according to the fame, the dottrine of the Brethren 
bad been examined, and found orthodox. 
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the church of the Brethren, that we cannot but admire the 
Patience with which they heard, and were filent to, them. 
What contributed greatly to this behaviour of the congre- 
gation, was, that bifhop Johannes de Watteville, who, afew 
days before the order given for the emigration, was returned 
from his vifitation 1n America, and come hither, feveral 
times delivered his fentiments to the congregation concern- 
ing this event, both before and after it, by occafion of the 
daily words, which, from the beginning of the year, treate 
ed of the perfecutions of the church of Chrift; admonifhe 
ing the Brethren, in particular, not to murmur at it, or ta 
think and fpeak in an unbecoming manner of the fovereign 
of the country, who, no doubt, had been impofed upon by 
bitter enemies of the Brethren, 


§ 157. 


ALL the inhabitants of Herrnhaag, therefore, refolved tq 
fuffer in filence ; not to accept the overture made by the 
regency, of ftaying, on condition of renouncing their elders 
and ruleisg to relinquifh their fine houfes and well conftru@- 
ed work{hops and manufactures; in the name of Jefus ta 
take their ftaves in their hands, and to pray for thofe that 
drew thefe fuffcrings, and this great lofs of their property, 
upon them. I have been affured by many that were prefent, 
that, on this occafion, the peace of God was diffufed over 
the whole congregation in a remarkably powerful manner. 

Three days after the order for emigrating, ninety fingle 
Brethren made the beginning, and went to Pennfilvania. 
The reft of the inhabitants moved by degrees into other 
congregations, in Saxony, Silefia, Holland, &c, which thus 
received a confiderable encreafe of ufeful members, The 
children’s ceconomies were tranf{planted chiefly upon the 
countefs of Zinzendorf’s eftates in Upper Lufatia. Since in 
Wetteravia the Brethren were fubject to many difficulties, 
and could not but expedt mare; part of the pedagogium 

were 
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were removed ‘from “Miarienborn, and part of the Inftirution 
for the education of {mall children, from Lindheim, to count 
Gerfdort’s fchool-inftitution at Usy/?, and from thence after- 
wards to Nicky} part of them to Eberfdorf and Barby, and 
from thence to Grofs Hennerfdorf. AN the circumjacent 
parts lamented this unexpected change; and efpecially the 
fubjeéts of the count of Yfenburz Buedingen, who hereto- 
fore had prefented a complaint againft their fovereign to the 
Imperial chamber of juftice at Wezlar, concerning the fettle- 
ment of the Brethren, (§ 93.) and had given them much 
trouble, now faw, with grief, the lofs which they fuflained 
in their livelihood, made complaints of it to their fuperiors, 
and wifhed for the reftrtution of the Breth:en; and to this 
Gay they flatter them(elves with the hopes of it on every 
favourable appearantte, and behave in a friendly manner to- 
wards the Brethren. Neither was it the intention of the 
regency at Buedingen, which expected notain,, lefs than 
that all the inhabitants, without exception, fhovl.! emigrate, 
and not one be induced by the fine houses and oulinefs, to 
offer to ftay. Since they could not comprehend this, another 
edi& was printed and publifhed on the 13th of March 1750; 
in which the elders of the congregation were charged with 
perplexing the minds of the inhabitants by various artifices 
and falfe reprefentations, and with fending them ouc of the 
country ; and the affiftance of the government againft all 
their cunning and power, was once more promifed to all that 
would ftay. Although this charge was fufficiently refuted 
on the fpot, by producing a declaration, figned before the 
Imperial notary public and witneffes, by all who had hitherto 
emigrated, that they left the country without perfuafion and 
compulfion, of their own free choice, and for confcience 
fake ; yet this opprobrious edict was forced upon all the 
Brethren, and, together with the former, pofted in all public 
places and on the highways. Notwithftanding this, feveral, 
who were about to depart, applied to government about the 
very fame timt, and, after a ftri examination and many 

perfuafive 
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perfutfive Srputhents, oNtained the’ defired pafsports, as was 
always the cafe afterwards. 

I know’ but of one perfon,’ who fuffered himfelf to be 
perfuaded to renounce the minifters of the Brethren’s con- 
gregation; but he foon repented, and, having afked the 
Brethren’s pardon for thts injury, as he belicved it to be, 
went to live under another government. A few children 
were taken"away by their parents who lived at a diftance ; 
but they very foon brought them again to the ceconomies, 
fhowing their forrow for having done fo. On the other 
hand, there came a great number of ftrangers, fone of 
them perfons of diftmétion, ta fee with their own eyes, what 
they could not believe, how the Brethren, now, even under 
reproach and lofs, approved themfelves as fervants of God, 
Many afked leave to ftay with the Brethren, and exprefled 
themfelves to this effet: Whither thou post, 1 will go; and 
where thou lodeeft, I will lodge: thy people fhail be my peaple 5 
and thy God, my God+ where thou dieft, will I die, and there 
will I be buried. (Ruth i. 16,17.) But they, and, among 
others, on the 6th of April, twelve couples of married people, 
who, fince the edict of emigration, came to flay, were ade 
vifed to return to their places of abode, and to ferve their and 
our Saviour in ftilnefs. But {till the number of thofe; who, 
in the year 1750, came to Herrnhaag to ftay sad emigrate 
with the Brethren, amounted to thirty-five ; and above ‘four 
hundted and feventy perfons emigrated this firft year, 


§ 158. 


Tue Brethren might, indeed, have conceived well- 
grounded hopes of being proteéted by law in ther poffef- 
fions, and in the liberties obtained by a folemn contract. Te 
was even intimated to them, that, if they chofe to infift 
upon their rights, they fhou't not want fupport and affift- 
ance. But they had no freedom fo to du, fince they confi- 
dered this event as a gracious chaftifement from an higher 


hand, and therefore chofe rather to bear patiently the injury 
done 
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done to them by men. _ They alfo xeceéved invitations from 
feveral fovereigns, to fettle in their dominions. But moft of 
them chofe to move into the congregation-places already 
eftablithed. Only the French Reformed Brethren and Sif- 
ters, by the interpofition of the ordinary, as advocate of the 
Brethren, accepied the invitation to New Wied, but made 
ho preparation for building there, until the doctrine and con- 
ftitution of the Brethren had been folidly examined. 

Thus, the three years, allowed for emigrating, being 
elapfed, all the houfes of Herrnhaag ftood empty. On the 
part of Buedingen much pains has been taken to fill them 
again. Various forts of people were found fiom time to 
time, who fettled there. Bur, not being able to find their 
lhvelthood and fulfil their engagements, they always went 
away again. ‘This occafioned the government to make 
enquiry of the Brethren, whether they would not again take 
pofleffion of the houfes, which ftill remained the property of 
the expelled inhabitants? Accordingly, the Erethren have 
entered into treaty with the government: butit always came 
to nothing. 

I will conclude the article of Herrnbaag with the words 
of the ordinary taken from the recapitulation of the moft 
memorable occurrences of the year 1750, at the clofe of 
that year: ‘‘ I confider the emigration of the Brethren from 
s¢ Herrnhaag, as a deliverance from danger. It had, indeed, 
“© buta gloomy afpect in the beginning. But itis certain, that 
“© it was a dangerous ftation for us. I fhall, as long as I 
¢ live, reckon this event among the particular favours, and 
“© not among the oppreffive circumftances, which are attend~ 
“ ed in the fequel with pain and concern. The grievous 
*© part of it was at the time when the chaftening was feit. 
«¢ But afterward it has, and will yreld the peaceable fruit of 
‘¢ righteoufnefs unto them that were exercifed thereby , and 
we all fhall receive a benefit from it: not to mention 
s€ what feryants and handmaids our Saviour has prepared there 
S for his fervice,——~and that there the hidden defeAs of, 

‘© and 
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“ and the fecret dangers in, his congregation broke out. 
© at the right time, and afforded matter for repentance 5 
‘¢ which defects and dangers, indeed, in all our congrega- 
* tions, had a tendency to a fifting, but likewile to a deeper 
* knowledge of our own hearts.” 


- 


§ 159. 

By tlie breaking out of fecret dangers, and of a fifting 
the ordinary means the extravagances of fome Brethren, both 
in do@trine and practice, mentioned towards the end of 
§ 154, which, from the ycar 1746 to 1750, made their ap- 
pearance firft at Herrnhaag, and afterwards in the reft of 
the congregations, But] mutt previoufly relate what gave oc. 
cafion to thefe extravagances. The ordinary, after his return 
from America in the year 1743, was obliged to engage in 
many difficult and intricate affairs, relating to Wetteravia, 
Gotha, Brandenburg, and Livonia. (§ 105 and following.) 
Many writings of adverfaries, and many libels appeared in 
public ; and it could fearcely be fuppofed otherwife, than 
that the congregation, in many places, was at the eve of a 
perfecution. The great acceffion from other places, and 
the vaft encreafe of the congregations, made the ordinary 
apprehenfive of danger. The Brethren received invitations 
to fettle colonies in other countries, all of which could nut 
be declined without ferious confideration. In order, there- 
fore, to avoid perplexity in fo manifold difficult circum- 
ftances, he came to aconclufion with his neareft affiftants, 
that, inftead of entering into anxious cares, and thus em- 
barraffing their affairs ftill more, they would, in all things, 
have a fingle eye to the iffue which the hand of the Lord 
from time to time fhould point out to them, and that, like 
babes, (Nuwict, Matt. xi. 25.) they would refign them(elves 
to the paternal care of him, who directed his difciples to 
behold the fowls of the air, with refpe& to unneceflary 


5 troubles, 
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troubles, ‘and who, ig. order to proge.them, atked, whence 
thoy {hoald provide bread, though he himfelf knew what he 
would do. This confident refignation into the hands of 
made him and his affiftants bold and chearful, in the 

midft of all the difficultics, and rendered thew work eafy. 
There occurred, befides this, a certain remarkable cir- 
cumftance. The ordinary had, during his abode among 
the various fects in Pennfilvania, acquired a farther infighty 
than he had before, into the emptinefs and pernicious ten- 
dency of all the methods of fancétification, which are not, 
fotshy and alone, deduced from the merits of Jefus. On his 
return to Europe, finding many new inhabitants in the con- 
gregations, of feveral perfuafions and forms ; he was appre 
henfive of a fimilar evil; and therefore laboured againft it 
in his difcourfes and hymns, endeavouring fully to enthrone 
the merits and wounds of Jefus ; and fhowing that not only 
the forgivenefs of fins and eteinal falvation were to be de- 
duced from thence, but that the cleanfing from fin, and our 
true fanétification and prefervation, flowed foleiy trom this 
fountain, The fubject of the blood and wounds of Jefus, 
particularly of the holy wound in our Saviour’s fide, became 
how (and efpecially, fince the litany of the wounds of Jefus, 
mentioned in § 120, was publifhed in the congregatiois,) the 
chief point in his difcourfes, and thofe of the reft of the 
labourers. The confequence of this was, that not indecd 
the matter, but the method, of the law, or the coercive and 
anxious means of attaining falvation and holinefs, was laid 
afide in the congregation, and, inftead of the many different 
methods, the one only way, to fice as a finner to, and abide 
in, the wounds of Jefus, mainta,ned jts ground, The ad 
vantage of it was apparent. Many anxious minds attained 
to evangelical liberty; (clf-rightcoufnefs was exploded, and 
hypocrify expofed; and fuch as took offence at this, went 

away. 

The ordinary having, in an ode upon the birth-day of 
his fon Chriftian Renatus, made ufe of thefe words: 4 bird 
in 
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in the atmofphere of the crofi, fick of love after the forine of 
Fefu's fide; (which expreffions were intended to fignify the 
fame as is faid in the Canticles: O my dove, that art in the 
clefts of the rock, (ch. ii, 14.) and whofe ferious meaning 
has been fufficiently vindicated in Spangenberg’s Apologetic 
Declaration, againft all the railleries drawn from them) a va- 
riety of parodies and imitations of this expreffion followed, 
which, though indeed not contrary todivine truth, yet were not 
agreeable to the fimplicity and gravity of it, and gave occafion 
to many allufions which bordered clofely upon trifling and folly, 
The ordinary, to whom nothing was more unbearable than 
hypocrify, did not chufe to oppofe this directly with that feve- 
rity, which others thought neceffary, left fuch perfons fhould 
learn the art of faving appearances, and be deterred from 
{peaking according to the difpofition of their hearts. He was 
of opinion that, if they were fuffered to fpeak as they thought, 
not only others would obtain a better knowledge of them, 
but they alfo would learn by degrees to know themfelves 
more deeply ; and thus an opportunity would be found to put 
them wholefomely to fhame at the proper time, and to lead 
them into another way of thinking and acting. But, if a 
matter were urged too foun, and a greater ftrefs were laid 
upon church-difcipline, than upon a truc converfion of the 
heart ; he judged this to be the way of making hypocrites, 
He ufed frequently to fpeak his mind upor this fubject, not 
only in conferences with the labourers, but even in public 
difcourfes. This was in part mifunderftood, and in part fo 
badly applied, that fome affumed fo much the greater liber- 
ties, efpecially fince the congregation-offices were not pro- 
perly fupplied, or, however, too much with young, unex- 
perienced perfons, and the conferences were not in the 
proper order, 
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§ 160. 


Tw this manner it was, that the topic of thé di(courfes 
about this time, reprefenting believers as playful children, 
rejoicing and recreating themfelves, with full refignation, 
amidft all the difficult circumftances which may befal them 5 
6r as birds in the atmofphere of the crofs of Jefus; or ‘of 
doves flying to his wounds, as the clefts of the rock, gave 
océafion toa variety of abufes and exceffes in words and 
ations, which, though indeed they did not break out in 
works of the fieth, punifhable even in man’s judgment, as 
fome bitter enemics and calumniators have pretended, were 
yet finful in the ecycs of God, and deferving chaftifement 
atcording to the rules of a congregation of Jefus. This 
evil appeared, firf of all, in the year 1746, in Wetteravia, 
while the ordinary and moft of the labourers were abfent at 
the fynod of Zeift and in England. Several labourers, in- 
@eed, gave ferious admonitions againft it, but effeéted not 
much mere, than attempts to conceal the matter from them. 
‘As foon as the ordinary was, in part, informed of it, he, in- 
the beginning of the year 1747, gave an earneft caution 
againft fuch trifling and unmeaning expreffions, in a dif- 
courfe to his houfe at Marienborn, and in a ferious letter to 
the labourers of all the congregations. This, and his pre- 
fence at Herrnhaag in the year 1747, retarded, for fome 
time, the breaking out of this evil. But, in the years 6748 
and 1749, he, on account of the negotiations in Saxony 
and in England, being abfent, and moft of his eldeft fellow- 
labourers being engaged, fome in affifting lim, and fome 
in other parts of the world; the evil, which had been re- 
ftrained by his carneftnefs, now, lke a pent-up torrent, 
broke forth with the more violence. They began in fuch 
a manner to refine upon, and overcharge with various poc- 
tical figures and unintelligtble expreffions, the fubject of 
the facred wound made in the fide of Jefus, that his-precious 
merits were almoft totally fet afide. Each of this fort of, 

people 
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people ftrove to out-do the other in ftrange and unintelli- 
gible new expreffions and poetical productions, deviating 
very fat feom the pattern of the old church-hymns, and 
the fpiritual fongs hitherto in ufe in the congregations of 
the Brethren. Others, who had formerly read myftical 
books, brought all manner of fanatical ideas upon the car- 
pet. Many who had had a legal education, (and this was 
the moft furprifing of all,) from a gloomy, felf-working 
fpirie ftill cleaving to them, fell, all at once, into a lberty 
equally unbecoming children of God, which, in fome, pro- 
ceeded even to a licentious impudence. A certain fpirit of 
fifting and temptation, infufing this poifon, under a fpeci- 
ous appearance, with an inconceivably captivating power, 
into every one that kept not a ftri€t watch over his heart, 
ran, like wild-fire, through more congregations. A great 
part of the Brethren and Sifters were carricd away by ats 
and others, being no longer able to withftand the torrent, 
could dono more than figh and weep. Some, who looked upon 
the maledy as incurable, |. f: the congregation *, Atlength, 
afull account of thefe melancholy circumfenccs came into the 
hands of the ordinary, in the year 1740, at Londun. He endea~ 
voured, firft of all, to remove this evil by a fevere letter to 
all the congregations, and afterwards, by difpatching for 
this end fome Brethren to the German ¢ uzregatious ; which 
alfo had the defired effect. Hs ton-in law, bifhop Sobannes 
de IVatteville, having finithed his vifitat.on of the congrega- 
tions and miffions in America, benz returned to Lon- 
don, he yave him a comnmiffion to make a journey through 
all the congregations, to fpceak with cvery member of 


* The beginning of this fift ne did not ar. from irreligious 
principles, nor did it end in rmmoral praévces, The caule of 
it was an extravagant and fanane joy, which gave oggafion ta 
inconfiderate cxpreffions. Acertain joyous perfeci-on was eagerly 
purfued: whick, however, was not a tamed to ince the depth 
both of human depravity, and of the atonement and fan@ufca- 
tion throagh the blood of Chnilt, which twofold knowledge can 
alone produce and preferve a truce and folid peace of mind, was 
forgotten. 
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them ; and, in an affectionate, but at the fame tinie earneft 
manner, to lead them again into the pure evangelical way. 
In the fummer of 1750 he went himfelf to Germany to the 
fynod to be held at Barby, which in 1751 was concluded 
at Herrnhut; and took occafion, both in the fynodal con- 
ferences and declarations, and in his difcourfes to the con- 
gregations and the choirs, alfo in converfation with indivi- 
‘duals, to pour out his heart upon this head. Our Saviour 
gave grace, that almoft all, that had taken a thare in thefe 
excefles in doctrine and practice, acknowledged their error 
with fhame, fought, and found forgivenefs with Jefus. 
Such, upon whom it had not this effect, went away. But 
thofe labourers, in whom a relapfe was to be apprehended, 
were difmiffed from their offices, 


§ 161. 


Tuus, the hidden dangers, like a long lurking malady, 
flowly operating to deftruction, were, at the r-ght ume, 
brought to light, and, upon a folid acknowledgment of the 
deviations, with many penitentral tears, removed. I muft 
full add, that the deliverance from this dangerous fituation, 
proved, to many friends and fpectators, who were hitherto 
wavering, the moft evident demonftrations of the Brethren’s 
congregations being not the work of men, but of God; or 
elfe, the whole fabric would infallibly have gone to ruin. But 
yet, the after-pains lafted Jonger , and, to this day, ferve as 
a falutary remembrance, and as a warning againft all hurt, 
which may be apprehended from the imperfection of a con- 
gregation and the indwelling fin of its members. One of 
the melancholy confequences of it was a torrent of contro- 
verfial writings, which about this time overran all Ger- 
many and other countries. A diffcrence muft, however, be 
made hetween thefe writings. Of fome it may be faid, that 
they have been of advantage to the Brethren 1n various 
ways. They have fhowed them their devrations, though 
not from the only ground of falvation, yet from the fimple 
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fcriptural way of teaching; and that they had, by word 
and walk, imprudently caufed offence and a ftumbling to 
many inracent and not rightly informed perfons. This has 
amade them to be afliamed before God, and to become more 
Lircumfpect in their words and actions. But i¢ may, with 
truth, be aflerted of moft of thofe writings, that they are 
filled with glaring falfifications of words, or perverfions of 
their meaning, falfe conclufions, and impudent hes and ca- 
Jumnies. Although we could not but fay, even with refpeét 
to this fort of publications, as David faid of Shimei: So Jet 
him curfe, becaufe the Lord hath fard unto him, Curfe David ; 
(2 Sam, xvi. 10,) yet they may, boldly and without fcruple, 
be numbered among the revilings for the fake of the name 
of Chrift; fince they originated in an enmity againft the 
fimple doftrine of the crofs and the merits of Jefus, and, by 
their clamours, aimed at the diffipation of the cloud of 
witneffes, which withftood, with emphafis and good cf &, 
the Deifm and Atheifm of high-foaring philofophical minds, 
the Pelagianifm, agai breaking in like a flood, and the 
Pharifaifm of the felf-righteous world. The envy of the 
old, the ambition of many young, and the avarice of many 
neceffitous writers, have, through the genius of the prefence 
times, equally fatirical and carnal, produced writings, which 
aftersages will be more afhamed of, than the prefent world 
is of the old trials of witches, and of the barbarifm in the 
religious controverfies about the beginning of this century. 
Some of them alfo are fo full of obfcenity, and of bitter deift- 
ical raleries upon the facred perfon of Jefus, that honeft 
people, though prejudiced againft the Brethren’s congregation, 
are afhamed of them, nor will fuffer others to read them, 
to avoid giving them offence. 

This fort of writings did no great damage ta the congre- 
gation itfelf. They rather: kept many from it, who loved 
the praife of men more than the praue of God. But yet, 
many fimple and fincere fouls out of the congregations were 
offended by them, milled to many uncharitable cenfures of, 
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and trefpaffles apainft, a work of God which they otherwife 
had a refpe&t for; and thus were with-held from the univer- 
fal band of brotherly love and unity, according to John xvii 
Many, and often almoft infurmountable, difficulties were, 
by this means, laid in the way of the furtherance of the 
gofpel among the Heathen, Itis alfo a very grievous circum- 
ftance, that many fenfible perfons of various ranks and reli- 
gions, who were not will.ng to be charged with being too 
eafy of belief, on a clofer enquiry into the matter, and by 
perfonal acquaintance with the Brethrcn, became altogether 
miftruftful of, and enraged againft, the autnors of fuch writ- 
ings, by which they hed been deceived; and thus, alas ! 
entirely loft the fmall remains of refpect for the minifters of 
their religion, and at jaft were quite ata lofs, what and 
whom they were to belicve. 


§ 162. 


WiuTH a view not to promcte this evil, and not to ex- 
pofe any farther many divincs, uf:ful in other respects, tu 
their hearers, the Brethren chofe te be filcnt for atime to 
the accufarions againfl them, in the firm hope, that He, who 
judzcth righteoufly, would, in his own tume, plead their 
caufe Bur, fince many friends urg.d it, that at Icaft the 
principal charges of the adverfarics thould be anfwered ; as 
the fine apology, publifhed tn 1745, intitled, The Fora of the 
Crof,’s Kinrdom of #e'usin us Purity, feemed already to be tor- 
gatten, the Rey. saugr/fus Gaitirch Spangenberg, at his vifit in 
the German congregations from America, publifhed, in 1751, 
a Dec‘aration, approved by the fynud, cemevrning the deaufa- 
tions, Sec. with four appendixes. He, then, once more went 
through all the controverfial writings, and, having extracted 
the accufations, laid them before tne ordinary, though, for 
the moft part, without mentioning the book and author; 
becaufe the ordinary was not willing to be difturbed in the 
good opinion, love and regard, which he entertained for 

many 
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many of the awriterty, Part. of the accufatians, Spangenberg 
ihimfelf replied to in his Apalogetic Declaration. ‘The reft he 
eomprifed in queftions, and defired the ordinary to anfwer 
them, Fle immediately fubjoined his anfwers to two hundred 
and twenty-four queftions, relating to'his perfon and actions, 
Thefe, together with the Apologetic Declaration, were print- 
ed in 1751, under the title: True Anfwers given to more than 
three hundred Accufations againf? the Ordinary of the Brethren ; 
together with twenty-four important appendixes, and, in 
the preface, fome declarations of the ordinary concerning 
this controverfy. At the fynod at Barby in the year 1750, 
one hundred and fixty-one queftions were laid before the 
ordinary, merely concerning thevlogical accufations, and im- 
mediately anfwered by word ef mouth in nine feffions, in 
the prefence of all the fynodal members, which, with 
all the lefs material quefticns, objeGions, and hiftorical 11- 
luftrations, were minuted by me, as proto-notary of the 
fynod at that trme. The remaining one thoufand and thirty- 
feven queftions, relative to a great vanety of accufations, 
the ordinary anfwered from time te time in writing. Thefe 
anfwers were publifhed, in the year 1757, 1n Spargenberg's 
Final Apology; and make, together with feven large appen- 
dixes, four complete alphabets, without the preface and 
index. he Literal Extraé of the Minvtes of the Synod, in 
which the before-mentioned theological accufations are an- 
fwered, 1s the fifth appendix, and alone takes up twenty- 
eight fheets, Among the appcndixes, the ordinary’s Deduce 
tion to the privy council at Drefden, after the comnuffion Of t 732, 
and his Opinion concerning the way and mainer of the contro- 
werfies, for fone time carried on againf? him, together with a 
dedication to that board, afford the belt light into the 
whole affair. 

Add to thefe the writing of the Rev. Pillam Frederit 
Fung, Lutheran minifter at Haynichen in the county of 
Hanau in Weitteravia, intitled, Dr. Luther, fill hvine, 
teaching, fuffering, and conquering, in the Count of Linxendorf, 
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which confifts of mere parallel ‘paffgeW pf the writings of 
Dr. Luther and the ordinary. 

Thefe apologies had a fufficient effect dpon the impartial 
public, and the friends of the Brethren’s congregations that 
were wavering for want of due information, and filenced for 
fome time the fpirit of contradiction and calumny, 

A concife account of the controverfy, with the remon- 
ftrances and examinations, from the beginning to the year 
1750, is to be found in the 1X. Piece of the Natural Reflecs 
tions, page 117 to 144. 


§ 163. 


Ir is now time to return, and to relate feveral particulars 
concerning fuch congregations and miffions, as could not 
before be properly taken notice of in this Part, for the fake 
of the connexion. In Silefa, in the year 1747, Polycarp 
Mueller, a bifhop of the Brethren, entered into his reft. 
The ordinary advifed to fet, in his ftead, a Lutheran ordained 
divine over the Silefian congregations of the Brethren, in 
order to unite them more clofely with the Lutheran reli- 
gion ; as he had attempted to do in the years 1743 and 1744, 
according to § 112. For this end, the dean Henry Gerner, 
of Copenhagen, was called to be the fuperintendent of the 
churches of the evangelical Brethren in the dominions of 
the king of Prufia, in which capacity he received his dif- 
miffion from his king*. But this alfo met with fo many 
difficulties, both on the part of the divines, and the Bre- 
thren, in Stlefia, that the ordinary was obliged to give up 
his defign. For, at the very time when the Rev. Dr. Co- 
chius, dean of the Royal chapel, was, with the king’s ap~ 
probation, appomted antiftes of the Refoimed tropus, 
and in this quality was preient at the fynod in Silefia, fome 
Latheran minsfters preached againft the Brethren; and'a 


© See 48a Fratrum Untatisin Angha, Append:x, p. 28 and 2g. 
certain 
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certain clergyman, who would not declare himfelf againft, 
and renounce all intercourfe with, them, was depofed *. 
The Royal protection, indged, deterred them from difturb- 
ing the newly eftablifhed colomies ; but the Brethren living 
in other places were opprefied in various ways. Since the 
Moravian Brethren had the Royal grants of their privileges 
on their fide; the Herrnhuters and their emiffaries were 
continually complained againft, and adverfe refcripts were 
furreptitioufly obtained againft them, which they contrived 
to apply to the fo-called Moravian Brethren and their regu- 
Jar minifters. In this manger, in the year 1749, the mini- 
iter of the congregation of vian Brethren at Roefaitz was 
driven away; notwithftanding the Royal grant of 1743 for 
their place of worfhip, which, two years after, had been ac- 
knowledged and confirmed by a Royal commiffion. (§ 111.) 
Young gentlemen were, contrary to the mind of their parents 
or guardians, taken away by their other relations from the 
Pzdagogium of the Brethren, to prevent, as they pretended, 
their being educated 1n another religion, This was the caufe 
of the Pedagogium being broken up, and the young gentle- 
men of other countries, who were educated there, being 
taken home by ther friends, 

In thefe circumftances, which were occafioned in a great 
meafure by the enmity of the moft eminent Lutheran di- 
vines, 1t could not reafonably be taken amifs of the Bre- 
thren in Silefia, that they did not concur with the ordinary’s 
Jaudable defign of bringing them into a nearer connexion 


® In the year 1748, the number of miniflers of different coun- 
tries amonnted to no lefs than twentv, who, within three years, 
were either depofed, or had fought and obtained cheir difinsffion, 
before they let it cume fo far, for no other reafon, but becaufe 
they would not, contrary to their confciences, declare the Bre- 
thren to be erroneous A lamentable fruit of religious animofity, 
and conftraint of confcience! And yet the coaflant complaint 
was, that the Brethren enticed away the fincere fouls, and efpe- 
cially the moft useful fervants of God, and thus weakened the 
evangelic religion. 
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with the Lutheran church ; but, in order to obtaiwugesne, 
were, ia purfuance of the firft Royal grang, defGirous of rer 
maining exempted from the Lutheran confifoues, and fub> 
ordinate to the bifhops of the Moravian Brethren’s churches 
Dean Gerner, therefore, was again called away fiom Silefiay 
and, at the provincial fynod in the year 1750, Fobn George 
Waiblinger appointed bifhop of the Brethren in Silefia, in 
the late Polycarp’s flead. 


§ 164. 
As to the Bohemian Bret, at Berlin, who, till now, 
had been edified without mu fervation, I cannot omit 


this opportunity of mentioning 4 certain occurrence relating 
to them. They were obliged, in the year 1747, to dee 
clare themfelves now publicly, before a Royal commif- 
fion, in favour of the church of the Brethren, to which 
they had thefe many years privately adhered. ‘The occafion 
to 1t was 2 divifion among the reft of the Bohemians cone 
¢erning the holy communion. The cafe was this. Before 
the Bohemians of Gerlach/oeim, of whom we aie ow fpeak- 
ing, retired into the Brandenburg dominions, the Bohemte 
ans of Grofs Hennerfdorf, who, in 1732, came to Berlin, 
and, till 1735, were without a minifter, held their meetungs 
in a private houfe. Some of them had a great defire to 
receive the holy communion; but were not willing to 
#o to any German minifter, Coming one day from tha 
town-houfe, and reforting to a tavern to take fome rer 
frefhment, it came into their minds, that the Lord Jefus 
éelebrated his Jatt fupper in an houfe of entertamment, and 
that they might do the fame, without a regular minifter. 
Having locked the door, prayed, and confeffed ther faults 
oné fo another, they fpoke the words of inititution, broke 
the ‘bréad, and divided it, as alfo the wine, among them- 
felves, in remembrance of the death of Jefus. Some, whom 
they acquainted with 1t, joined them, Others‘were offended 
at’ it! and this was the beginning of the following divi- 
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fens. ameng them. "The former defired the Rev. Mr. Macher, 
wiwna they got iy 1735, to break bread withthem. He atked 
the opinion af, divines about it, who advifed him to the 
contrary ; and he refufed their requeft. But his fuccef- 
for, Liberda, enquired of the king, whether he might 
break bread to fuch as defired it, and diftribute wafers 
to other? that fhould requeft 1t? and obtained permiffion, 
He, therefore, held the holy communion, in the forenoon, 
with wafers, and in the afternoon, and fometimes in the 
evening too, with breaking of bread. They chofe this 
tome of the day, in order thus to diftinguifh themfelves from 
the Reformed: for all of them chofi tucn to be called Lu- 
therans. But he could not, by this means, prevent divifions 
among them, and various diforders, Al! thefe things hap- 
pened, before the Bohemian Bretnren of Gerlachfheim came 
to Berlin; who, on account of thefe and other cificntions, 
being fcrupulous of joining themfelves to the other Bohe- 
mians, (§77-}) adhered to ther own minther, Auguftin 
Schulz, and kept to the regulations introduced among them 
while in Saxony. After the death of Liberda in 1742, 
Macher was again appointed minifter at the Bcthlchem~ 
church. He was now obliged to admuintfter the Lord's 
{upper to the Bohemians in the above-mentioned way; but 
could not forbear, in his fermons, and at the prtitrons far 
the communicants, making an unbecoming difference be- 
tween them: at which fome were fo provoked, that they 
went to the Lord’s fupper in a German Reformed church, 
‘This was the beginning of the bicaking out of a difcord of 
twelve years continuance among the Bohemians of Grofs 
Hennerfdorf, upon which great difturbances followed. Thofe 
inclined to the Reformed religion, petitioned the king fora 
minifter from Liffa in Poland, for the whole colony, and 
obtained his permiffion. Thofe who were inclined to the 
Lutheran religion, prefented a remonftrance againft it, and 
requefted an examination, The king commiffioned for this exe 
gmination the field-marthal general, De Kalk/tein, a Lutheran, 
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and the major general, count Dobna,a,Reformed nobleman, 
with orders to examine the affair thorqughly, though with- 
out any formal and tedious law-proceedings ; and tomake their 
report. The commiffion was held in the month of March 
1747. All the Bohemians of the male fex, were ordered to 
appear, and to declare, whether they would be Lytherans or 
Reformed? Each party took pains to draw the Btethren to 
their fide, that fo the decifion might be given in favour of 
the ftrongeft party. The Brethren would have nothing to 
do with this idle contention, though it had, and might have 
farther, bad confequences, According to the roll, taken 
by the Royal commiffion, it appeared, that they declared 
themfelves thus : 


As Lutherans, at Berlin 128 
: at Ruck@ork: =. Total 138. 


As Reformed, at Berlin 129 . 
, at Ruekfdorf, 4 Total 133. 


As Bohemian-Moravian Bre- 
thren, at Berlin, 114 Prot 179. 
at Ruekfdorf, 65 

The Royal refolution followed on the 29th of March. 
According to this, the Simultaneum * was intended to be in- 
troduced in the Bohemian church; the Reformed were to 
call a minifter of their confeffion, and the Lutherans, to 
keep the Rev. Mr. Macher. As to the Brethren, a fuller 
declaration was required of them, in what manner they in- 
tended ufing their church-liberty. They declared, in a me- 
morial of the sth of May to the Royal commiffion, that 
they were defcendents of the Brethren in Bohemia, and had, 
while in Saxony, lived in connexion with the Moravith 
Brethren at Herrnhut. ‘They had at Berlin, as long as ‘no 
divifion exifted among the reft of their countrymen, attended 
the Bohemian religious worfhip in the Bethlshem-charch, 


*® The Siultaneum is {aid to be introduced in a church when 
it is ufed as a place of worthip by different religious peiaflonre 
alternately, at ftated hours or days; which is the cafe in' many 


places abroad. (The Editor.) 
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and at Ruekfdorf adhered to the Bohemian minifter, Auguflin 
Schulz ; ‘and all of them had received the holy communion 
of him. But they had, af the fame time, continued among 
themfelves the good regulations which they had while in 
Saxony ; held their private meetings, and, for fome years, 
had labourers from the Moravian Brethren. “hey were, 
therefore, not to be efteemed as novices and profelytes, but as 
Bohemian-Moravian Brethren of ancient times; and, as 
fuch, defired liberty for the public exercife of their religious 
worfhip. They reynefted, at the fame time, that Auguftin 
Schulz might be ordered to adminifter the facraments to 
them, as hitherto; declaring, that they would keep to him 
as long as he lived, but, after his death, apply to the Mo~ 
ravian Brethren for a minifter, Upon this memorial, they 
received a confirmation of their liberty, in which they have 
been protected by the field-marfhal general, De Kalkffein, as 
patron of the Bohemian nation, againft all the difturbances 
of the reft of the Bohemians. 


§ 165. 

In the year 1748, the ordinary’s fon-in-law, bifhop 7o- 
hannes de Watteville, having vifited the congregations in 
England, went, with his confort, on a vifitation to Ame- 
rica. One of his firft bufineffes was, to take a journcy to 
Schomeko, where, at that time, fome Brethren lived with the 
fachem (chief) of the Oneyders, Schikellimi, (§ 104.) and 
made it their concern to promote the work of God among 
the Indians. With a view to vafit all the places in the In- 
dyan country, where the Brethren had preached hitherto, 
and to bring the gofpel to the Indians, he continued his 
journey up the Su/guebannah, as far as WVajomik. 


Afver a fynod held at Bethlehem in October, he made a 
journey, with the co-bifhop Cammerhof, from the 4th to the 
31% of, Mecember, to the Indians, who, fince the emigration 
igom Chekomekah, (§ 139.) were fcattered on the frontiers of 
the province of New York and of New England; and had 

the 
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the good fortune to meet with almoft all of ‘them in their 
dwellings and hunting-tents, and’ to gather them to Pach- 
gatgech and Wechquarnach, where fome baptrzed lived toge- 
ther. They acknowledged the damage they had fuffered in 
their difperfion, fhowed forrow for their deviations, afked 
and obtained pardon, As many as were found in a proper 
ftate of heart, rece:ved the holy communion; and fome of 
the catechumens were admitted to holy baptifm. This unex- 
petted favour and encouragement renewed their confidence, 
and they determined, partly, to move to their Brethren at 
Guadenhuetion, 1n Pennftivania, and partly, to continue to- 
gether at Wechquatnach and Pachgatgoch, where they 
were vifited, from time to time, by a minifter; as was the 
eafe in the {pring following, when twenty of them received 
holy baptifm together. From that time, a Brother gene- 
rally lived with thems. When one of them, David Bruce, de- 
parted this life, his funeral fermon was preached by an In- 
dian helper, tn the prefence of many white people, to whom 
the dcccafed brother had a'fo proved a bleffing. Some In- 
diens, kewift, baptized by the Prefbytenans, afked leave 
to move to Gnadcnhyetten ; butonly a fiw of them could be 
admitted, 


In the year 1749, fifty-feven Indians were prefent at the 
fynod held at Bethkinm. Ten Indians, two Negroes, and 
eleven grown white perfous of fuch perfuafions, as have 
not infant-baptifin, were baptized at that time. After this, 
Fobannes de [Varteville vifited the country-congregations, and 
went, in April, on a vifitation of the miffion among the Ne- 
groes in St. Thomas. In the mean ume, bifhop Fobn Nitfeh- 
mann came from Europe with an hundred and twenty Bre- 
thren and Sifters, who increafed the congregations at Beth 
lehem and Nazareth, and the fmaller colonies, at Gnedenthal, 
Chriftianflrunn, and Gnadenbuetten on the Mahony, and 
began the new colony at Friedenfikal, At the return of 
Fobannes de Watteville to Europe, in autumn 1749, the In- 
dian congregation amounted to five hundred. Molt of them 
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were of the Afsbitanders and Deleweres. Among the lacter, 
a great emotion of grace took place in the year 1748. There 
were alfo many of thofe called Highlanders, fome Wampa- 
noes, and a firftling of the cruel Schawanoes among them. 
The work of God, fince that time, has continued in blefs- 
ing, and extended to Wajom:k, and farther up the Indian 
country along the Sufquehannah. Many came from thence, 
in the year 1750, on a vifit to Bethlehem, to hear the go- 
fpel; and were alfo vifited by the Brethren Fobu Frederie 
Cammerhof and David Zeifberger, on their way, as deputies 
to Onondago, and to other chief towns of the Six Nationa. 
Many alfo of thofe that lived among the white people in 
the Ferfeys, came to the Brethren. 


§ 166. 


Nor far from Gnadenhuetten there was an Indian town, 
Meniolagomehab, in which the ordinary had made a vifit im 
the year 1742. (§ 102.) The inhabitants, of the nation 
of the Delawares, often meeting with the Indian Brethren, 
when they were out a hunting, heard occafionally a tcftimo+ 
ny of Jefus, and frequented the preaching at Gaaden- 
huetten, by which means an emotion took place in that town. 
In the year 1748, the firft-fruits, Chr:fian Renatus, was 
baptized, and moved to Gnadenhuetten. The Indians on 
the Sufquehannah did not Ike it; and a prophet arofe among 
them, who pretended he had been in heaven, had fpoken 
with God, learned many myfteries, and had been taught 
the way.how they might come to God. Thrs way confilt- 
ed in a morality not defpicable, according to the Indian 
manner of life. He, withal, warned the Indians againft all 
commerce with the white people, and againft their doétrine 
of the way of falvation, He gained many adherents, and 
fent his meffengers to many places, to fpread his doctrine. 
One of them preached alfo in Meniwolagomekah, and came 


with his followers to Gnadenhuetten, in order to draw olf 
the 
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the believing Indians from the Brethren. After they had 
heard hie meflage, the- before-mentioned Chriftian Rena- 
tus afked, ** How the God looked, that appeared to the 
*¢' Indian prophet ? and whether he had wounds?” No, 
an(wered he; he had heard nothing of that. ** Then,” 
replied our Indian, ‘* it 1s not the true God, but the de- 
vl*.” The meflenger, confounded at this anfwer, 
went into the meeting of the Brethren, and, having had the 
way of falvation farther explained to him by the Indians, 
according to their own experience, fpread it abroad in the 
whole country. Thus the defign of the p-etended prophet 
was fruftrated. A folid awakening commenced in Menio- 
lagomekah, and this meflenger was the firft that was bap- 
tized. The chief of the town followed him, and in a few 
years there were not many who were not baptized. They 
got a teacher from Bethlehem, and regularly received bap- 
tifm and the Lord’s fupper at Gnadenhuetten, But the Jand 
being fold in the mean time, they were obliged to leave it in 
1754. Moft of them moved to Gnadenhuetten ; but fome 
were difperfed among the favages, among whom the, by 
word and walk, caufed a blefled emotion in feveral places; 
but were, by degrees, again entangled in many improper 
things, and thus fuffered damage in their own fouls. 


§ 167. 


THE miffionary Frederic Martin was, in the year 1747, 
in Europe, ona vifit from St. Thomas, and obtained at Co- 
penhagen, on prefenting a memorial to the king, a Royal 
refcript, of Auguft the 18th, 1747, to the Weft India 


* Jot fo, bifhop Martsn of Tours is faid to have anfwered a 
fpeftre, that pretended to be the glorified Jefus, and required the 
honour of worfhip from him. The Indian had certainly never read 
or heard this. The anfwer flowed from his own heart, and was 
agreeable to the revelation according to the gofpel. They fall 
deck upon me, whom they bave pietced, Zech. xii. 10, Jobn xx, 37. 


company, 


from tbe Year 1746 to 1751. 385 


company, That the Brethren fhould carry on the miffion 
among the Negroes in the three Danifh sands, St. Thomas, 
St. Croix, and St. Fan, without moleftation, and be protcéct- 
ed by the government of thefe lands. At the fame time, it 
was ordered, how things fhould be managed, with re- 
fpect to fupplying the place of the chtcf miffionary, upon 
his decezfe ; as alfo with segard to his adjun@, the dea- 
cons, and other affiftants. In the year 1748, Frederic Mar- 
gin returned thither, with fome new afiftants, but he was 
carritd by French privatcers into 4a tinico, yet foon fet at 
liberty aga. In the fpring of 1749, bilhop Fohannes de 
Watteville. came on avifitation to St. Thomas. [Ie found that, 
for fone ‘years, the firft fre of the awakening had abated, 
and but few Negroes had attained to holy baptifm; that 
even many of che baptized had loft their confidence, being 
treated with too great rigour, and that the Bicthren had, in 
fome meafure, loft their courage, and were grown remife 
in carrying on the work of the Lord. But, fince Frederic 
Martin’s return, 2 new wo'k of grace hed taken place among 
the Nesroes It was, therefore, determined to treat the back- 
fliders in an evangelical way ; and, if they were heartily con= 
cerned for their deviations, to receive them again under their 
care aiid into then fellowfhip By this means, an univerfal 
emotion was occafioned among the baptized, which f{pread it- 
fclf even among the unbaptized catechumens, nay, among the 
Negroes all over the sfland, The meetings were attended every 
eveninz by between two and three hundred Negroes, and on 
Sundays, by between eight and nine hundred, On one congree 
gation-day only, three hundred and eighty Negroes came, and 
defired that their names mizht be inferted in the lift of the ca- 
techumens. At the end of the vifi'ation, the number of un- 
baptized catechumens, who were vifited and initructed by 
the Brethren, befides between two and three hundred children, 
amounted to nine hundred perfons. The old, blind, and 
lame came creeping a great way, to be made partakers of 
holy baptifm., During the eight weeks of this vafitetion, 
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above an hundred were baptized on the Negro-congrezation- 
days. A congregation-day 1s held every four weeks, and not 
readily neglected by any one. On thefe days, befides the public 
preaching, particular difcourfes are delivered to the catechue 
mens, the candidates for baptifm, the baptized, the candi- 
dates for the Lord’s fupper, and the communicants. Many, 
befides, pour out their hearts in private converfations win 
the miffionanes ; and the Brethren, who ferve the Negro- 
congregation, have often fo little time on fuch days, that 
they can fcarcely take any refrefhment at all, tll iate at 
night. Then, alfo unbaptized mothers bring their new- 
born infants into the meeting, to be blefled by t}e miffion- 
ary with Jaying on of hands, and thus received irto the care 
of the Brethren, The miffionaries had hitherto entertained 
f{cruples concerning baptizing Negro-ch'ldren; but now it 
was refolved to baptize the childien of the baptized {oon af- 
ter their birth, and to blefs only the children of fuch parents 
as were not yet baptized. Johannes de Watteville went for fome 
days to St Croix, where, at that time, no miffior ary lived ; 
but, neverthelcfs, the Negio-congregation was taken care 
of by fome faithful and experienced helpers from amnong the 
Negroes. He alfo madea vifitin St ‘fan, where, for fome 
years paft, no miffionary could live. The congregation 
there, which had confifted of three hundred Negroes, was 
dwindled away to fifteen. But meafures were taken to fup- 
ply both iflands with miffionaries ; and, before the year was 
elapfed, an account was received of an hundred and fifry 
Negroes hearing the gofpel in St Fan The governor of 
St Thomas, and moft of the owners of thofe Negroes, who 
attended the preaching of the Brethren, behaved, during the 
vifitation, ina very friendly manner, gave guod teftimonies 
of their Negroes baptized by the Brethren, and begged earn- 
eftly, that the vacancies of the miffionaries and their affift- 
ants, occafioned by death, mught be fpeedily fupplied again. 
In the feventeen years of this miffion, near forty of the 
Brethren and Sifters fent thither were fallen afleep; and, in 
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19950, the miffionary Frederic Martin followed them, having, 
in a continually weak and fickly habit of body, preached the 
gofpel in St. Thomas fifteen years with bleffing, and having 
made the beginning with the fame in St. Croix, and St. Jan, 
The number of thofe that were baptized in that time, be- 
es the children, amounted to above four hundred fouls, of 
a. fifty and upwards were gone into eternity before him. 


§ 168. 


AFTER the Brethren had removed from Surinam, in the 
year 1745( fome to Pennfilvania, fome to Ber bicey there rea 
mained five Brethren and a few Sifters in Berbice, now near 
eight years, without any vifible blfling, They lived in 
great poverty, every thing in thefe parts being much dearer, 
than in Europe. They managed their plantation with their 
own hands; for they could keep no Negroes; and endea- 
voured to earn a little of the Europeans by their handiwork, 
They found no entrance among the Indians that live in 
the neighbourhood of the colonies, and underftand fome 
Dutch; and could not fpeak with the favages living at a 
greater diftance. Providence pointed out a way to them, 
which they did not underftand at firft. Some Europeans 
defired them to take and educate their Mulatto-children, that 
is, thofe whofe mothers were Indians ; but this they did not 
like to meddle with. However, in the year 1741, they had 
taken a boy, of whom they learned, in a few years, fo much 
of the language of the 4rawaks, that they were able, with 
his help, to write down a fummary of the Chriftian doétrine, 
With this writing a Brother ventured, from time to time, 
among the Heathen, fought them out in the vaft wildernefs, 
in a compafs of three hundred Englifh miles, from one 
place to another, and, having faluted them kindly, read 

Cc2 this 
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this writing to them, fpoke upon it as well as he was abky 
and accompanied all with prayer and tears. As little as the 
Indians might underftand of it at fiuft, yet the behaviour of 
the Brethren pleafed them, and they itked their vifits, Bat 
as the female favages are ufed to run away, when flange 
men appear, fo now a Sifter alfo was obiiged always to ge 
with them. Such journcys were indeed very difficult. The 
Brethren were obliged to take their provifions with th.m 
every where, hang thur hammochs for fleeping, fy. the 
moft part, on tices in the wildcrnefs, wade hrough 
broad rivers, or make tn a hurry a float to ferry gover, and 
often to go fome m ies before they mct with ao houfe. But 
the advantage of the Brethien’s labour and pains, which at 
firft feemed foolith, foon appeared. The Indi.ns were de- 
firous of more acquaintance with thefe white people, who 
behaved fo kindly and difcieetly, and wifhed to underftand 
their words. They vifited the Brethren. The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon the Mulatto-bay, and he fpoke to the 
hearts of the favaces in a ftrmking manner. They were 
powerfully affedtcd, and fpread abroad the word they had 
heard from the Brethren, who now Iecarned, better and bet- 
ter, to fpeak with them. More catne to hear them, nor 
did the Brethren ceafe to vific them. In the year 1747, 
fome of them built at Pi/verbut, near the Brethren, and in 
fpnng 174%, the firfl-frusts of the nation of the Arawals 
were baptized. “Ihete were very old people, who brought 
their offspring with them to the fifth gencration, of whom 
many were afcerwards converted. 

The fettlement of the Indians with the Brethren was ats 
tended with many difficulties, When they left their home, 
and fome of them their neareft relations and friends, and 
came to the Brethren, they were obliged firft to cut dowa 
part of the wood, and, when it was diy, to burn it; plane 
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cafabi™ ; and, as it requires a whole year before it comes 
to maturity, to make hard fhifts in the mean while. Thefe 
difficulties prevented many awakened Heathen from leaving 
the wildernefs , fo, that in fome the good fecd was choked, 
and in others could not fpring up foon. But both the bap- 
fifm and the fettlement of the Indians made a ftir, JIl-dil- 
ppfed people endeavoured to feduce the Indians, and, when 
tINs would not do, to infufe an apprchenfion into them, that 
theN@rethren intended to make them flaves. To the go- 
vernorhey complained of the concourfe of the Indians, as 
likely to}end in a rebellion. When they effected nothing 
even by ¢lys flep, a certayn clerzyman confented to be ufed 
for tranfmNung various accufatrons agunft the Brethren to 
the clafis in Holland, which he afterwards repented of. 
Before the account of this awakening among the Indians 
came to the knowledge of the Brethren in Europe, it was 
thought proper to fend a Brother from the feminary thi- 
ther, who could more eafily learn thy Jonguage. Theophilus 
Solomon Schumann, \ate a tutor in the Proteftant cloifter of 
Bergen, was willing to go toSurinam, At his arrival in 
autumn 1748, he found above forty baptized. He made 
fuch proficiency in the language in one year, as to be able 
to fpeak with chem without un interpreter, and to tranflate fe- 
veral portions of the holy feriptures, ‘Ine number of the 
baptized now increafed greatly. But, in the year 1749, 4 
change took place in the government, which was attended 
with patnful confequenccs to the miffion, as we fhall fee in 
the next Part. But, notwithftanding this, the work of 
God made a bleffed progrefs. For as the Brethren were 
not allowed any longer to vifit in the country of the fa- 
vages, the baptized and, in part, fcattered Indians f{pread 
the gofpel farther, The Indians of 2 Spanith province 
on the river Ouranogue, (ent a great deputation to Pjf- 


* Cafabi is aroot, which, being bruifed, and all the poifon- 
Os Jaice prefled out, is dried like meal, and baked into cakes. 
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gerbut, to enquire more clofely into what they had heard 
concerning the Brethren. The favages on the Corentyn did 
the fame. Some flaid, and others went to fetch reir fa- 
miles. In this manner, the miffion was increafcd, and 
fpread alfo among the Aguaies, araues, and Cariwdbecs. 


§ 169. 


THE miffion in Grecnlaid had reft, and made a bl “Ned 
progrefs during thefe ycars, crowing purecptibly, astin ie 
ward grace and outward guod orccr, fo in numb. The 
miffionary, Yohbn Bek, who bed attended, in Gerhany, the 
printing of fome tranflaced hymns, biought, #2 the year 
1747, an houfe, with a fpactous mecting-hall, ready framed 
in Holland, to New Itrinhut, the houk, balt in 1732, 
having Jong a90 becn too {mall. ALatthw Stach, with five 
Greenlanders, went wich the fame fhip ona ‘ifit to the 
conpregations in Europe, and was prefent at the commuil- 
fion in Grofs Henner Mo: f. Of thefe Greenlanders, Simon 
Arbahk, and, foon after, his wife, Sarah Puffimeh, departed 
this life, and were interrcd in the burying-eround of the 
congregation at Herrnhut. With the thice others, who 
were fingle, Judith Ijfik, Matthew Kazarnak, and Fchanan 
Ancufina, (the left of whom was admitted to baptum in 
the concregation at Herrnhaag,) Matthew Stach went, in 
1749, with the company mentioned in § 165, to Pcnnfil- 
vania, and from thence to Giecnland, on board the fhow 
Irene, which the Biethren had built at New York for the 
more cafy conveyance of their colonifts to the American 
fettlements. “Lhus, the Brethren at Pethlehem had the joy, 
as it was exprefed in the Philadel, biin news- paper, to fee 
together Indiins or three very dsficreut nations and tongues, 
but of Ike afpeet, and of the fame faith, viz. Aawaks, of 
the fixth degr.c of fouthern latitude, (this was the Mulatto 
of Berbice, mentioned in the preceding fection, and an- 
othe: young teumale Indian,) AZameanders and Delawares, of 
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the forty-firft, and Greenlanders of the fixty-fifth, degrees of 
northern latitude. This voyage to Greenland in a foreign 
fhip occafioned a complaint at Copenhagen, which was the 
means of procuring, in the year 1750, a Royal regulative, 
with refpe&t to the paffage of the Brethren to and from 
Greenland, which proved a benefit to the miffion of the 
'ryethren, and cut off a variety of difficulties which they before 
Wine under. In the year 1751, the miffionary, Frederic 
Ba®nrfeb, who was come from Greenland in 1749, returned 
Pathe. On the other hand, the miffionary, Matthew 
Stachy Cyne awey with his family, and fought an opportu- 
nity NUAndon to go ta the E/quimaux, in Terra Labrador. 
Th Dan mifionary, Chri/tian Laurence Drachart, who 
had laboured with much bleffing 1a his congregation above 
ten years in the Danifh colony and miffion at Godbaab, (or, 
Goodhope,) in exemplary harmony with the Brethren, went 
away with him, having before depofited the remains of his 
wife, as of the firit European Sifter, in the burying-ground of 
New Herinhu, brought his childrennto the inftitutions at 
Herrnhut, and ftaid there himfelf with the king’s confent. 
The congregat.on in Greenland, at the departure of the 
miffionary Stach, amounted to upwards of three hundred 
baptized, forty of whom were already with the Lord; and 
about an hundied communicants, Ap inconceivable bleff- 
ing for twelve years, confidering the fewnels, favagenefs, 
and ftupidity of this nation, of which a farther account 1s 
given in the Hiflory of Greenland, 


§ 170. 


Tue Brethren had many years wifhed to bring the gofpel 
to the Gebri, or Gauri, in Perfia, on the borders of IJnaef. 
tan, who are taken to be remnants of the Magi, or wile. 
men from the Eaft, Matt. u. (§ 86. N°. 37+) In thofe 
countries, no foreigners find their maintenance better, 
than thofe who make profeffion of phyfic. The phyfi- 

Qc 4 Cian 


392 Movers Efistoay of Me Breruren, Pare VI, 


cian Hakker, and the furgeon Rueffer, were willing to 
go upon this undertaking, and were confirmed in it at 
the fynod of Zeit. They travelled, in the fpring of the 
year 1747, through Switzerland and Italy, to Leghorn; 
from thence, over the Mediterranean fca, to Alexandretta 
in Syria, and then by land to Aleppo, by way of Antioch, 
At Aleppo they heard of Schach Nadir’s cruelties 2d 
death, and of the inteftinc bro.ls which arofe fince. N -t- 
withflanding this, they procceded on their jouiney, piittly 
by land with a caravan, and paitly by water, to feagdau. 
At the entrance into Perfia, they were attacked by rng Curdr, 
a thievifh people. Their fafeguard Leing difprrf@d, they 
were plundered, dangeioufly wounded, and alnwft flripped 
naked, and fuffcred greatly from the heat by day, from the 
cold by night, from hunger and thirft, ard other hardfhips, 
In the beginning of November they were again attacked, 
and robbed of the little that was tert, or beftowea upon, them 
by compaffionate Muflulmen. In this condition they reach- 
ed J/pahan, the metropolis of Perfia, and were kindly re- 
ceived by fome Europeans, The Englifh conful took great 
pains to help them again to what they had Juft, after the 
robbers were beaten, and their booty taken from them ; and 
they were upon the point of receiving again part of it: 
but another revolution deprived them of all. By money 
which fome Englifhmen there advanced them, and by prac 
ufing in their profeffion, they were enabled to proceed on their 
journcy. But certain news being received, that the Gebri 
were partly killed in the Jaft war, partly difperfed, and the 
reft compelled to embrace the Mahomcetan religion; they 
determined to return, In June 1748, they left I/paban, and 
ftaid a while at Bafora, having been again plundered by the 
way. Here an opportunity offered of going to Ceylon. 
Hokker had a great inclination for it. But as Rueffer 
was very defirous to return to his Brethren, they continued 
their journey, by way of Bagdad, to Aleppo. After long 
waiting for a fhip bound to Europe, they wentto Egypt. Jn 
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Damiata, Rueffer was taken fick, fell afleep July the 
26th, 1748, and was interred in the burying-ground of the 
Greeks. Hokkei purfued his journey alone, and returned 
to Herrnhaag, February the 8th, 1750, having {pent almoft 
three years on this troublefome pilgrimage, 


§ 171. 


WILL at prefent fay no more of the work of the Lord 
ty the Chniftian religicns in Europe, than that the awaken- 
ing “xo io the Pifhonian and Lettonian nations in Livonia, 
in whi 3od had made ufe of tne Brethren, (§ 70, and 
116.) corkynued with bleGineg, The good  teftimonies 
which fome noblemcn dclivercd of their fubjedts at the 
Imperial court, the approbation given by a church-vifita- 
tion of aceitan parifh, where the minifter laboured with 
very great blefling, and the deputy “vid Gradin’s impri- 
fonment of near four ycars, were the means which God 
made ufe of, for procuring reft to this awakening. 

Giadin, whe, in the year 1742, was deputed with a 
writing to the fnod of the Ruffian church, (§ 217.) was, 
at his firlt com.ng to Peterfourg, arrefted, ftrictly examin- 
ed, and, not t:ll thirteen weeks after, bailcd out of his 
clofe conficment. The writing to the fyuod, together 
with the minutes of his examination, and a memorial ad - 
drefled by him to the government of the Ruffian empire, 
were fent in, aud, after proper infpection, delivered to the 
Synod 5; which, though it did not chufe to meddle with the 
defired examination, yet is faid to have reprefinted the 
matter to the emprefs in a favourable light. June the 21ft, 
1744, the deputy had a private interview with a member 
of the fynod, the learned archimandrite and bifhop of 
Plefav and Nerva, Theodofsky, concerning his affair, and 
Jearned fo much fiom him, that the fynod could not cun- 

cern 
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cern itfelf in ‘the caufe of the Brethren, not being of their 
church; but with tcfpe& to their doctrine, looked upon 
them to be Lutherans. He himfelf had found no differ- 
ence in their writings from the Lutherans, except that they 
had a church-difeipline, fuch as Luther had withed for, 
but did not bring to effect. Therefore he had replied to 
fuch as endeavoured to bring about their expulfion ‘out 
of the country: ‘ If the Brethren were forced to Vave 
© the country on account of their doctrine, all Luticrans 
“ muft.’ The above-mentioned writing to the fynod 7 for. cher 
with the records, the writings takcn from the ordinary at 
Riga, with a memorial to the emprefs, (§ 11} j the acts 
of the Livonian conimufion, and the reports of the re- 
gency of that country, were, by order from the emprefs, 
delivered into the Impertal cabinet, where the matter 
refted. 


Astothe arreft, the Brethren Conrad Lange, Zacharias Hir- 
fbel, and Michael Kund, who folicited for paflports to China, 
and to the Calmucs, but were arrefted as fufpected perfons, 
(§ 130-) after a ftrict examination, had obtained liberty, on 
bail, to live togetiier in one houfe, and work at their trades. 
Gradin alfo, aft: many viciffitudes, obtained leave, ir July 
1746, to live with them. He had efpecially frequeat op- 
portunities to infinuate into many principal members of 
the Imperial boards a true idea of the caule of the Brethren. 
Moreover, thefe prifoners proved a real bleffing to many fo- 
reigners fettled there, who were concerned for their falvation, 
By their recommendation, the French Reformed minufter, 
Ferenias Rifler, was called thither from Lubec, though fome 
ill-difpofed people endeavoured to prevent it, He preached 
the gofpel there with blefling, and was of great fervice to 
the Brethren who were afterwards imprifoned ; until, in 
the year 1761, he was called to be the minifter of the French 


congregation 
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Congregation of the Brethren at New Wied.’ After many 
fruitlefs attempts, thefe four Brethren, in February 1747, 
obtained liberty to return to their friendsin Germany. Af- 
ter ftaying a quarter of a year longer in Peterfburg, they, 
with an Emperial pafs, given them without fee, entered 
upgn their return be way of Livonia; where, after a 
fricadly interview wich the governor general at Riga, they 
obta’ned a new pafiport to Geimany. 


THE 


THE 


MODERN HISTORY 


OF THE 


BRETHREN. 





PART VI. 


From the Ordinary’s laft Journey to England in 1751, 
to bis Return to Germany in 1755. 


§ 172. 
F TER the ordinary had finifhed the negotiations in 
Saxony, had given his advice and affiftance with re- 
{pe to the emigration of the congregation from Herrnhaag, 
and efpecially the repartition of the agconomies , and the an- 
ternal hurts of the congregation having been remedied by 
ahe reftitution of the fimple do€trine of the merits of Jcfus ; 
the ordinary, in the fummer of 1751, went again to Eng- 
-land, in order to }end an helping hand, both tu the American 
colonies and miffions, and to the European congregations. 
He went by way of Barby and Eber/dorf. In the former place he 
was ufefully employed with the feminary. In the latter, he at- 
tempted, once more, with the reigning count Henry XX1V 
Reufs, to fettle this congregation of the Brethren on the foot of 
the 
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the Létheran tropus ; (§ 132.) held, with the labourers of this 
and other congregations, a fynodal conference, and clofed 
his prefent labour in Germany, with a farewel-difcourfe. 
On the a1ft of July, he proceeded on his journey, in the 
company of count Henry XXVIII. Reufs, and his lady, 
through Franconia, Suabia, Switzerland, and France. He 
made no ftay any where but at Montmirail, in the princi+ 
pality of Neufchattel, an eftate of baron De /Vatteville, fenior, 
where fome Brethren and friends in Switzerland were ga 
theced tovether, who defired to enjoy his converfation. The 
24th of Avguft, he arrived at London. He took an houfe 
of a prebdncary, in the cloifters of Weftminfter-abbey, for 
the proper ‘eception of perfons of diftindtion in church 
and ftate, with whom he had to confer; till the earl of 
Lindjey’s old houfe in Cheifea, purchafed and intended to be 
repaired for him and his family, could be made ready. 

One principal view the ordinary had with his refidence 
in England, at that time, was, to draw himfelf, by de- 
grees, out of the temporal concerns of the Unity, and, di- 
viding them into feveral departments, to commit them to 
the care of fome fenfible and faithful men: but, with re- 
gard to himfelf, to be a difciple of the Lord, whofe chief 
bufinefs fhould be to labour in ftilnefs for the inward growth 
of the congregations, For this end, he called his only fon, 
Chriftian Renatus, from Herrnhut, in order to ufe him as 
his right hand and affiftant in inward matters. But this 
noble foul, entiiely captivated with the love of Jefus, and 
living in the enjoyment of his atonement, whofe character 
may be gathered, in fome meafure, from his poetical So/ifo- 
guies and Med:tations, compofed after the late fifting, which 
were afterwards found, and printed, on the 28th of May, 
3752, took its flight, in Weftminfter-abbey, out of «its ta- 
bernacle, enfeebled by much labour, and a violent fpitting 
of blood, to the moft fenfible grief, not only of the choirs of 
the fingle Brethren, whom he had faithtully ferved for fome 
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years, but alfo of all the congregations, who had promifed 
themiclves much bleffing from his future fervice, 


§ 173. 


Berore I proceed farther, I muft recite fome particu- 
Jars of the labour of the Brethren in England, Ireland, and 
America, to the year 1752. 

At London, the labourers made ule of the advice and af- 
fiftance of the ordinary and his houfe, and continued the 
preaching of the gofpel in the Brethren’s chapels 1. Fetter 
Lane and White’s Alley, with bleffing. The congreation had 
re(t, and wasedified. Indeed, an adverfe theolog'cal Opinion, 
fent over from Germany, was put into the hands of fome 
bifhops; and an extract of fome German controverfial and, in 
part, libellous writings appeared in a French monthly pam- 
phlet. The former made but little impreffion, as the caufe of 
the Biethien had been folidly examined noi Jong before. 
The latter was irrefragably refuted by a leiter from Sir 
Luke Schaub, a gentleman well known to the vorld by his 
embaffies, to the authors of the monthly pampnlet, which 
they inferted entire, with a proper recantation. 

At Bedford, a chapel was built for the preaching of the 
gofpel, and confecrated in the year1751. By degrees, fome 
houfes were built near it. The labourers, refiding here, 
preached alfo in feveral neighbouring places, and miniftered 
unto the awakened fouls in focieties. The ordinary, in 
O@ober 1751, made a vifit in this quiet place, to mutual 
fatisfaction. In the reft of the congregations, in England 
and Ireland, bifhop Johannes de Watteville held a vifitation in 
autumn 1751, and the year following, the co-bifhop, Peter 
Boebler. At Ockbrook, where, in 1750, a Brethren’s con- 
gregation was regulated, the fettlement of fome families of 
thofe parts, on a piece of land adjoining to the Brethren’s 
chapel, bought for the purpofe, had occafioned fome dif- 

fatisfaction 


from the Year 1751 to 1955. 399 


fatisfaction to the parifh-officers ; but this affair was amic- 
ably adjufted in 1752. The Brethren’s congregation at 
Fulneck, in Yorkfbire, increafed gradually both in perfons and 
houfes. The great awakening in this country was efta- 
blifhed by a better regulation of the focieties ; and, in fome 
places, chapels were built. This was the cafe at Gummer- 
fal, Mirfield, and Wyke, and at Duckenficld in Chefrre. At 
Tetherton, in Wilt/bire, where a congregation of the Bre- 
thren had been fettled in the year 1748, fome perfons hved 
togethcr in the neighbourhood of the chapel, and called 
their iand, Lambfacre. Befides thefe, the Brethren preached 
in other places ; and, among the reft, at Bri/fol, and to the 
colliers at King/wood; which gave occafion to a blefled ac- 
quaintance at’ Bath, and in the principality of Wales. 

At Dublin, the congregation increafed much; but, through 
the incautioufnefs and precipitancy of the labourers at that 
time, many were received into the congregation, who, af- 
terwards, caufed the Brethren much pain and trouble. 

In the North cf Ireland, the great concourfe of hearers, 
which had been ufed to accompany the preachers by hun- 
dreds, from one place to another, began to abate a httle; 
and now the awakened fouls could be divided into focieties, 
and enjoy the benefit of a wholefome care of their fouls, 
according to their fituation. They met no longer, as they 
formerly did, in the fields; but, at firft, fitted up rooms 
and barns for them meeting-places, and then began to 
build chapels. The archbifhop of Armagh was fo far from 
laying any obftacles in their way, that he rather fpoke well 
of them to fuch as afked his opinion concerning the Brethren; 
and himfelf offered them land for a fettlement. 


§ 174 
In Pennfilvania, the co-bithop, John Frederic Cammerhof, 
departed this life, on the 28th of April, 1751. Adatthew 
Gottfried Hehl, A. M. of Tuebsngex, formerly infpector of 
8 the 
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the fchools and inftitutions at Herrnhut, was chofen in his 
ftead, and coniecrated a co-bifhop, on the 24th of Septem- 
ber, £751, in the Brethren’s chapel at London. He, to- 
gether with more affiftants, prefently after fet fail for Penn- 
filvania, in the company of bifhop Spangenberg, who had 
again been invefted with the direction of the work of God 
among Chriftians and Heathens in America, after John 
Nit/chmann had returned to Europe. 4H£// took upon him- 
felf, in particular, the infpection and vifitation of the coun- 
try-congreyations, and gave direction to their labourers, in 
what manner the children might be properly taken care of and 
inftruéted, the parents living difperfed im thc couptry, and 
fome at a very great dutance from the chuich, fcattered in 
the woods. That this might be brought imo, and main- 
tained in, good order, ‘Yohn Michael Graff, one of the 
itinerant preachers, who bed formerly been a labourer in the 
fchool-inftitutions at Yena, vas particularly commiffioned 
to vifit, from time to time, through the whole country, and 
to give the Jabourers proper directions for the inflruGion of 
the children. At timcs alfo fome fingle Brethren, aiid, in 
company of the co-bifhop and his wife, a fingle Suter, 
vifited the Brethren and Sifters of their refpeGtive chairs in the 
country, and made it their concern to attend the gocd of their 
fouls. About this time, there was a great awakening in 
the country, efpecially among the children, who came di- 
ligently to fchool , by which means, even many grown per- 
fons were ftirred up to a greater concern, both for thei own 
falvation, and that of the people belongin: to them, and 
to feek the fellowfhip of the Brethren, But, as not all that 
defired it could be received into the Brethren’s congrega- 
tion, at a vifitation in the country, in the year 1753, 
focieties, like thofe in England, were fettled, in order to 
minifter to the awakened 1n tie gofpel. 

The congregations at Bethlehem and Nazareth increafed 
greatly about this time, and attracted the attention of the 
whole country. In the year 1753, the ftrangers were num- 

bered, 
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bered, who came merely to &e the Brethren and their fet- 
tlements, as alfo the inftitutions for the educatian of chil- 
dren, which were a wonder to every one; and their num- 
ber amounted to above athoufand white people and Indians, 

In the province of New York and in New England, where, 
formerly, the Brethren had fuffered much, (§ 137,) they 
were now invited to preach. Inthecity of New Yore itfelf 
they built a church; and the evangelical teftimony and ex- 
emplary walk of thofe Brethren, who, as mifiionaries, 
muniftered in the gofpel to the Indians at Pachgaigoch and 
Wechquatnach 1» New England, left a good impreffion in 
thofe paits. Their white neighbours in Duchefs-county, im 
New York government, begged for and obtained a minifter 
from Bethlehem. 

In general, a better difpofition in the inhabitants of the 
American provinces towards the Brethren began to appear 
about this time. In Lancaffer, fix years before, at a pro-~ 
vincial fynod, in the year 1745, the Brethren’s lives were 
not fafe, and ftones flew about Spangenberg’s head, as he 
was preaching upon the text of the day, Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do. (Luke xxut. 34.) A 
juftice of the peace, being prefent, expected that he would be 
very zealous againft the ungodly people; but when he, inftead 
of that, prayed for them, it proved a means of the conver 
fion of the juftice, and the enemies ceafed to rage. Since 
then, in the year 1746, a fine church and {choo} -houfe 
have been built in this town; and, in 1753, a provincial 
fynod being held here, many of the former enemies of the 
Brethren heard the fame Brother preach with attention. 

The blefing of God was alfo perceptible in the out- 
ward concerns of the Brethren at Bethlehem, which en- 
abled them to fupport the work of God among Chriftiang 
and Heathens, befides their numerous inftitutions for edu- 
cating children. In the year 1754, there being a great dearth 
in thefe parte, they were able to fell bread to many of their 
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poor neighbours at a very reafonable price, and heard praifes 
given to the Father in heaven for it. 

The good ceconomy of the Brethren, and their diligence 
at work, ferved as a good example for the neighbours to 
imitate. An hundred thoufand acres of land, on the Obie, 
were offered to them on reafonable terms, and four 
thoufand acres in U/fei-county, in New York government, 
were offered them gratis, becaufe it was believed, the Bre- 
thren would, by their good management, encourage others 
to fettle near them, But the Brethren, for good :eafons, 
could make no ufe of thefe overtures. 

How the miffions among the Indians in North America, 
in Berbice in South America, and among the Negroes in 
the Caribbee iflands, were carried on, I will :elate hereafter, 
for the fake of the connexion. 


§ 175. 


ArT the fynod at Barby, inthe year 1750, a vifitation of 
the miffion in'Greenland was refolved upon; to wh.ch, bifhop 
Fobannes de Watteville was appointed. He went thither in 
1752, accompanied by the eldeft miffionary in Grcenland, 
Matthew Stach, who had been waiting, ia vain, at Lon- 
don for the opening of a door to the E/guimaux in Terra 
Labrador. (§ 169.) According to his own diary, an extract of 
which 1s inferted in the Hi/fory of Greenland, in the faid year, 
he failed from Copenhagen, April the 28th, 1752, and, after 
no fmall danger in the drifteice, reached New Herrnbut in 
Greenland, on the 13th of June. The Greenlandecongre- 
gation was, at his arrival, difperfed in their providing-places, 
as ufual in fummer ; but by degrees they all came to New 
Herrnhut, and often a great number together; fo that Jo- 
hannes (to whom the Greenlanders gave the firname of 
Affarfok, that is, The leving,) had an opportunity, by an 
interpreter, to {peak with them all fingly, and to deliver to 

them 
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them fome difcourfes, and homilies to the different choirs. 
He himfelf performed two bapti(mal acts, and held the 
Lord's {upper twice; as alfo fome congregation-days for 
aj] the people, on which he gave them a verbal account 
of the miffions among other Heathens. He ordained the 
affiftant of the milion, ‘fobn Soerenfen, a deacon of the 
Brethren’s church, added more helpers from among the 
natives, to thofe already appointed, gave them the ne- 
ceflary inftru€tions, and appointed fome of them to de- 
liver, from time to time, public difcourfes. Moreover, 
he brought the church-regifter into proper order, and, with 
the affiftance of the muffionaries, revifed the hymns tranf- 
lated into the Greenlandifh language. In order to take a 
view of the outward labour and maintenance, both of the 
Brethren and the Greenlanders, he went with the miffion- 
arics to their providing-places, vifited the Heathen in the 
iflands, and had many converfations with the pafling and 
re-paffing Southlanders, concerning the ftate of the country 
and nation, and the felyation purchafed for them alfo, and 
now tendered unto them. Auguft the rath, he entered on 
his return, and, having endured a ftorm of five days conti- 
nuance, arrived (afe and well at Copenhagen, Odtober the 
4th. He had left at New Herrnhut about three hundred 
baptized, among whom were an hundred and twenty com- 
municants, befides upwards of thirty catechumens; and 
fifty-three baptized were already at home with the Lord, 
About the fame number were baptized in this year only, and 
forty perfons had died in the Lord. 1n the year 1753, the 
congregation was increafed with fixty-feven new inhabitants, 
and the year following with forty-eight baptized. On the 
other hand, by means of an infectious ficknefs, fifty-four 
Greenlanders, and among them the beft providers and heads 
of families, were tranflated into eternity, Thus, many 
widows and orphans came into the utmoft mifery ; but were 
provided for, by being divided among other families, and 
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by prudent management; fo that none fuffered want, of 
were neglected. 


§ 176. 


Tue Brethren in Greenland had been long of opinion, 
that the Greenlanders came from North America, and that 
probably fome Karalt (fo the Greenlanders call themfelves) 
were fti]l there. They, therefore, often fhowed a defire to 
bring the gofpel to them. For this purpofe, Matthew Stach 
fought an opportunity, though in vain, to get to Hudjon’s 
Bay. This occafioned fome Brethren at London, in company 
with other well-difpofed merchants, to fit out a trading veffel 
for the coaft of Zerra Labrador. As, in the mean’ tune, 
Matthew Stach was gone to Greenland again, they requeft- 
ed the ordinary to fend fome Brethren with them, to preach 
the gofpel to the Heathen. A Dutch mate, Chriftian Erhard, 
who had feveral times been in Davis's Straits on the whales 
fithery, and had vifited at New Herrnhut, where he had 
learned fome Greenlandifh words, and now lived in the 
Brethren’s congregation at Zeift, offered himéelf to go, and 
four Brethren were willing to fettle in the couutry, and 
learn the language, in order to promote the converfion of 
the Heathen. The ordinary fhowed fome uneafinefs con- 
cerning this undertaking, fince interefted views were con- 
nected with it; which, as he had already obferved in fome 
unfuccefsful attempts, generally prove an injury to the mif- 
fions. He was, however, not wiJiing to hinder this at- 
tempt. The four Brethren took with them an houfe ready 
framed, a boat, all kinds of implements, and feeds, for the 
cultivation of the land. They failed from London, the 
a7th of May, 1752, and entered, on the 4iit of July, into 
a fine bay, on the coaft of Terra Labrador, which, fram 
one of the owners of the fhip, is ftil! called, Ni/bet’s Haven, 
Here they refolved to fettle, and began to make preparation 
fortheir fupport. They called the houfle, Hofenthal, or, 
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“he valley of hope. Erhard, on September the sth, went 
with the fhip farther northward upon traffic, and could 
make ‘himfelf tolerably underftood by the Efquimaux ; but 
was feduced by them, being afraid to come on board, on ace 
count of the arms, to go to them, in an unarmed boat, with 
five men more, into a bay between the iflands, to trade, 
from whence he never returned. ‘The fhip, having no other 
boat, could not fat! in queft of them, and was neceffitated 
to return to the Brethren. The captain reprefented to them 
his diftrefs, that, having loft his beft men and the boat, he 
was not able to navigate the fhip; and defired them to ree 
turn with him. They, therefore, though with regret, left 
their houfe, in hopes of taktng pofleffion of it again next 
year, and returned to England, where they arrived about 
the end of November. The ordinary, who thanked God 
heartily for the fafe return of thefe four Brethren, was fcru- 
pulous of permitting them to go agaia thither, tll an ace 
count fhould be received, whether the miffing people were 
fll alive, and the houfe ftanding. The fhip, failing thither 
the next year, brought word, that fome bodies of the mur- 
dered perfons had been found, which they buried. The 
houfe was found ftanding, by the ciew of another fhip; 
but, foon after, advice was received, that i¢ was deftroyed 
too, This undertaking, therefore, was poftponed for an- 
other time, 


§ 177. 


We will now turn back to England, and begin with 
the year 1753. This was a feverely trying year for the 
ordinary and his fellow-labourers ; fihce the external affairs 
of the Brethren, in England, were involved in very difficult 
circumftances. The public being acquainted with this event 
in part, but in avery falfe manner, I think it incumbent upon 
me, to give a faithful and juft relation of it. In order to afford 
the reader a clear and true infight into this matter, I find it ne- 
ceflary firft to give a concife and authentic account of the ma- 
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nagement of the cecanomical concerns in the congregations, 
miffions, and colonies of the Brethren. 

Undoubtedly, every attentive reader of this Hiftary has 
deen frequently induced to afk, How was it poffible to de- 
fray all the unavowable expences, which mult neceffarily 
have attended all thefe works of the Lord, which have been 
brought to bear within thefe thirty years? Vaft fums muft 
have been required and expended, for receiving, and pro- 
viding for, fuch a number of emigrants out of Moravia; for 
building and fettling the congregation-place, SHerrnbut, 
and, in the fequel, for ereéting and eftablifhing fo many 
other congregation-places and colomes in Europe and 
America; for undertaking and fupporting fo many miffions 
among the Heathen, 1n all the four quarters of the globe; 
for performing almoft numberlefs journeys, and far more 
than a thoufand longer and fhorter voyages in the fervice of 
the kingdom of Jefus among Chriftians and Heathens, 
many of which journeys and voyages were made by very 
numerous companies; for maintaining the feminary, the 
pedagogium, and the very confiderable inftitutions for the 
education of children, in which, from the beginning, the 
board was paid but for very few; for erecting, and properly 
regulating, the choir houfes in the congreg:tion- places, and 
for advancing the fums required, in moft places, for the 
eftablifhment of the requifite bufincfles and handicrafts in 
the choir-houfes; for fupporting the pilerim-houfe, or, the 
frequently very numerous companies of Brethren and Sifters, 
fume going to, fome coming back from, their ftations, 
which, fince the exile of the ordinary, muft be provided 
for by bim; for the nfaintaining the mintfers and labourers 
in moft of the congregations, and of their widows and or- 
phans out of all the congregations and muiffions, who were 
to be taken care of, fince their fathers had no falaries, or 
any way of Jaying up for, or leaving any thing to, them; 
for fo many deputations to courts of kings and princes, and 
to their minifters, which were undertaken, partly with a view 
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to lead the work of God, among Chriftians and Heathens, 
into a proper and regular channel, and partly to plead the 
caufe of it; for the neceflary vifitations and mcflages, for 
keeping up a very extenlive coriefpondence with al] the cons 
gregations and mifhous, and aconnexion with many friends, 
and others, in the Chriftian religions ; and for many other 
exigences, unavoidable in a work of God of fuch vat 
extent, and too numcrous to be fpecified here, 

I will anfwer this important queftion hiftoncally, accord- 
ing to truth, partly from the intelligence I have received 
of the matter, by a ftri€l enquiry of fuch as, from the be- 
ginning, were engaged «nit, and partly from my own knows 
ledge of it, fince the year 1540, when I came into the fe- 
minary of the Brethren. 


§ 178. 


Ar the firft beginning of the building of Herrnhut, the 
ordinary and his lady devoted all their tubftance, except- 
ing what was abfolutely neceffary for their own fupport, to 
the ufe of the caufe of God, having folemnly engaged them- 
felves to fupport it to the utmoft of their power, In the be-~ 
ginning, they were ftrengthened by the afiiftance of fome 
of their relations and othe: friends. Bue as this afiiftance 
was fubjett to meny vicifituces, and foon ceafed entirely ; 
they refolved to rif their whole 1eal and perfonal eftate in 
fupporting and promoting this new work of God, which, 
by the hand of Providence, was extended {o far. The or- 
dinary did not chufe ta feck any belp by means of collec- 
tions, otherwife ufual in cafe of cenigrations, miffions among 
the Heathen, orphan-houfes, and the like pious imftitutions ; 
though he and his confort aid not difapprove of this method, 
when ufed by others; and themfelves continued, upon this 
or the other occafion, to contribute to fuch colleétions. A 
chief reafon, why he did not chufe that method, was, that 
other undertakings might not fuffer by it, In eftablifhing 

Dd4z new 
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new colonies and Heathen-miffions, he never fought any pe- 
cuniary affiftance from government; and when fuch was 
offered by patrons of high rank, he modeftly declined it, for 
very good reafons. His determination, in this cafe, was, to 
Jook with faith to the bounteous hand of the Lord, to ma- 
nage, in the moft frugal manner, his own income, and what 
was freely contributed by Brethren of fubftance, and by 
friends, of their own fice impulfe ; and whenever this did not 
fuffice, to borrow what was required upon his eftates. 


He committed to his lady the care of the external affairs. 
This truly great lady, whofe benevclence and excellent 
ceconomical talents will ever remain in bleffud remembrance 
in the Brethren’s congregations, fupported the pious views 
of her confoit, among other things, by fo wife and decent 
@ regulation in her domeftic affairs, as to rendcr them more 
fublervient to the caufe of the Lord, than to her noble fa- 
mily. For fhe, in the beginning, took into her fervice fuch 
labourers and helpers of the congregation at Herrnhut, as 
could not maintain themfclves; and afterwards, from time 
to time, fuch perfons as devoted themfelves to the work of 
God among Chriftians and Heathens. Her fole view here- 
in was, to fupport them with what was needful. Thus, 
this noble farrily could not but be acknowledged an houfe 
of God in truth. This was alfo the foundation of the Con- 
gregation and Paics iin Houfr, (mentioned in § 69 and 125,) 
in which all! the fervants of the church of the Bicthren had, 
as it were, their home; the fupport of which, with the 
moft frugal management, required great fums. For when 
the ordinary, in the year 1736, was oblized to go into ex- 
ile, and to turn his back, not only, upon his eftates, bur 
alfo, for atime, upon his family; and was, at the fame time, 
under a neceflity of having with him the needful affiftants, 
to carry on the werk of God, which now firft rightly be- 
gan to profper and to fpread; (§86.) the expences alfo ine 
creafed by degrees in fuch a manner, that they were often 
reduced to great ftraits ; efpecially fince the reproach at- 
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tending his exile had, the ‘bad effi upon fome, otherwife 
well-difpofed, perfons, that they forfook him, and called in 
their capitals, advanced at the heavy intereft of fix per cent. 
But Providence furnifhed him with the unexpected means 
of alleviating the burden, feveral Brethren and friends in 
Holland offering, of their own free motion, 2 loan at three 
per cent. to pay off the capitals lent upon the eftates of his 
Jady, at fuch an high intereft. The countefs accepted this 
kind offer, as a means put into her hands by divine Provid- 
ence, at once to fatisfy her creditors, fome of whom were 
grown impatient and unfiicndly ; and to provide for her 
houfehold, which fhe had begun for the firvice of the king- 
dom of God, with the part of the annual revenues of her 
eftatcs thus faved, which fhe, hitherto, had been obliged to 
give to ftrangers. 

When the aforefaid Brethren in Holland, and fome others, 
determined to contribute fomething for the fervice of the con- 
gregations of the Brethren and their colonies, miffions, 
and inftitutions, in order, thus to afford fome alleviation 
to the fupporting the caufe of the Lord ; a board of faithful 
and underftanding men was eftablifhed, by the name of, 
The general Diacony, who fhould have the management of 
thefe free contributions, and, jointly with the countefs, 
provide for the neceffities of the church of the Brethren in all 
its branches, 1n a way worthy of the gofpel, and fuited to the 
nature of the crofs’s kingdom of Chrift, This regulation 
flourifhed for feveral years in bleffing ; and, by a frugal and 
{paring ceconomy, with which, however, es ery one was fa- 


tisfied, was crowned with many demonftrations of the power 
of God. 


§ 179. 


AFTER the return of the ordinary from America, in the 
7. +e -cafioned alter- 
Brethren, and 

lomical affairs. 


Bufinefs 
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Bufinefs heaping more than ever, it required more hands, 
and caufed many journeys to places at fmajler or greater 
diftances. In fome countries, the Brethren fuffered heavy 
oppreffions, by which many friends, who would not re- 
nounce the Brethren, were either driven away, or un- 
feafonably took occafion from hence to retire to the congre- 
gations of the Brethren, Thefe woe with difficulty brought 
under cover; and part of them, with their large families, 
fell entirely upon the congiceations for their maintenance, 
At the fame tume, the neceflary fupport of the former, and 
the fettlement of new, colonies and miffions went on, not 
only, as heretofore, but required more perfons, and neceffarily 
more help than hitherto. The focietics, eftablifhed for the 
furtherance of the gofpel among the Heathen, became ti- 
mcrous on account of the rapid progrefs and the great ex- 
pences of the miffions, loft their courage by degrees, and at 
length ceafed to be what, fur fome years, they bad been with 
bleffing. The feminary, the pzdagogium, and the chil- 
dren’s ceconomies encreafed, not only by the growth of the 
congregations, but alfo by many young people from diftant 
places, in confequence of the aforefaid oppreffions, 

In this manner, the exigences of the congregations, co- 
lonies, miffions, and ceconomies became, from year to year, 
more confiderable ; the more fo, as, here and there. the 
former fimple and frugal houfekeeping was laid afide, and 
this deviation could not be immediately redrefled, on ac- 
count of the circumftances of the times, as related above. 
The affiftance, hitherto given by Brethren and friends, 
grew lefs and lefs, and was not fufficient to make up the 
deficiency. As the fervants of the church of the Brethren 
could and would not fuffer the work of God, which, though 
labouring under fo many difficulties, yet fpread farher and 
farther, to be hemmed or ftopped ; fo the Diacony (§ 178.) 
was under a neceffity of thinking of ways and means to fup- 
port it. They were, therefore, obliged to borrow what 

was 
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was wanted for the prefent, in hopes of making a more effec- 
tual regulation. This method met, for fome years, with 
nou difficulty ; but had, alas! the hurtful tendency to wean 
the members of the congregations, and other friends of the 
caufe of God, almoft entirely from taking any aGtual fhare 
init. To this was added the fevere fifting, with regard tothe 
inward ftate of the congregation, in the year 1746, which 
had various painful effects upon the ceconomical affairs of 
the Brethren. This fifting broke out almoft every where in 
the years 1748 and 1749; ata time, when feveral negoti- 
ations, which wese likewife attended with great expences, 
wele ca‘rying on, to obtain an examination and firmer efta- 
blifhment of the caufe of the Brethren. The ordinary then 
refided with his houfe in England, which caufed many ex- 
penfive journeys. All thefe things raifed the diftrefs flill 
higher. In England, not only the Brethren’s focrety for 
the furtherance of the gofpel among the Heathen in the Bri- 
tifh domintons, but alfo the laudable regulations for the fup- 
port of the children’s ceconomes, and of the minifters and 
other labourers, were, in feveral congregations, neglected in 
fuch a manner, that almcfl the whole of thefe expences were 
caft upon the diacony, and they were obliged to bear them. 
By this means, the burden grew flill heavier, Some mer- 
chants, who belonged to the Brethren’s congregation, en- 
deavouring, with a very good meaning, to fupport the 
caufe by their credit, the diacony was, on the one hand, 
helped for a time; but, on the other, it occafioned greater 
expences and many loffes, which, at length, threw the 
whole affair into confufion. 

To all thefe, and other more real, misfortunes, which 
cannot .be fpecified here, was ftill added the emigration 
from Herrnbaag in 1750 end the following years ; by which 
the diacony fuftained a much greater lofs than is generally 


imagined; fince, thereby, partly large fums, which had 
been 
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been advanced, were entirely loft; and partly a well-order- 
ed and eftablifhed fund of credit was fhaken in fuch a man- 
ner, that the diacony was obliged to take it upon themfelves, 
and, at a moft unfeafonable juncture, to make up the whole 
with certain lofs. At the fame time, all the children’s ceco= 
nomles, hitherto eftablifhed in Wetteravia, were broken up, 
and, together with many old, infirm, and helplefs perfons 
and families, tranfplanted to other countries at very confi- 
derable charges; not to mention the Jofs in the implements 
of the trades, and in the furniture. All this happened at a 
time, when the Brethren were jcarcely recovered from the 
Jofs fuftained by the emigration from Prlgerruh. (§ 92.) 


§ 18. 


In the mean time, the ordinary went to Germany. But 
he no fooner heard of the difficult circumftances of the 
diacony, and of the before-mentioned embarraffment of affairs 
in England, than he refolved to haften back. By his pre- 
fence and credit he was fuccefsful in refcuing the diacony 
there out of the moft preffing difficulties. But the aforefaid 
well-meaning merchants, who had, from time to time, ad- 
vanced fums of money to the general diacony, were drawn 
into a large bill-negotiation with a certain Jew. This man 
failing, in the beginning of the year 1753, not in an ho- 
nourable manner; the merchants and the Brethren were 
obliged to ftand for a much greater fum, than they really 
owed and were able to pay in fo fhortatime. ‘This madé 
all therr creditors uneafy. They demanded payment. The 
ordinary, who as yet was ignorant of the whole connexion 
of the tranfactions for the fupport of their credit, became 
mott deeply and painfully concerned on account of 1t. But, 
when he, at Jength, got an infight mnto the whole ftate of 
the cafe, he was comforted, and, on the written requeft 
and intreaty of the Brethren concerned, took upon himfelf, 
and, ftood for, the whole debt, on condition that the cre- 
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ditors would agree tohis meafures. This he did out of love 
to his Brethren, to maintain their credit, and to preferve 
the honour of our Saviour from being expofed to reproach 
by means of his people. An eminent lawyer, who was em- 
ployed to fettle thefe affairs, diffuaded him from perfonally 
engaging for fuch a debt; and offered other honourable 
propofals for extricating the Brethren. But when he could 
not prevail upon the ordinary, this uncommonly noble and 
generous way of thinking made fuch a deep impreffion upon 
him, that he afterwards extolled i¢ to the creditors with 
tears in his eyes, and endeavoured to induce them to enter 
into an agreement with the debtors, by means of this furety ; 
by which the capitals, with all the interefts, fhould be paid 
at certain ftated terms, Moft of the creditors agreed to it ; 
but fome, influenced and incited by bitter enemies of the 
Brethren, were determined either to be paid out of hand, or to 
proceed againft their debtors with the utmoft feverity. Yea, 
when ft.) other gentlemen of fubftance offered themfelves to 
be bond{men, tney would not accept of them, under the 
pretext that they alfo were Becthren. This rendcred the 
negotiation exceedingly difficule and difagreeable. But the 
seft of the creditors foon faw that thefe people were not 
fo much intent upon obtaining a fufficient fecurity for their 
demands, as upon effe€ting the total ruin of the Brethren ; 
and fome {poke it plainly out, that, now they were falling, 
care fhould be taken that they might not rife again. Some 
of the other creditors, therefore, took upon themfelves the 
demands of thafe who oppoied the agreement, paid them 
entirely off, and had the deed engroffed and executed. Every 
thing being fettled, the creaitors returned thanks to the 
ordinary for his interpofition, by two deputies out of their 
number, in the prefence of many Brethren, 


§ 18:1, 


414 Monsan Hisrory of the Bazraren, Part VII. 


§ 181. 


Tris was indéed a time of great diftrefs, an hour of 
temptation, in which the thoughts of many hearts were re- 
vealed. Many friends loft their courage, and drew back ; 
becaufe they faw no way for the Brethren to be extricated 
out of thefe difficulties. The enemies exulted, and {pared 
no pains and coft to render the fall of the Brethren as certain 
and as ftriking as pofiible. But God, in whom the Brethren 
placed their confidence, as in al] other matters, fo in par- 
ticular in this diftrefs, which arofe in the beginning from 
their determination to venture in faith their all in further- 
ing his kingdom; God remained faithful, amidft all their 
miftakes and tranfgreffions, which they heartily acknow- 
ledged ; and caufed the temptation to end in fuch a manner, 
that they were able to bear it. With one hand ne chaftifed 
them, and with the other he fhowed mere mercy. He al- 
ways delivered them out of their diftrefs ; and it was often 
very obvious, that he permitted it to rife to the higheft pitch, 
with the intent, to fhow his help the more evidently. A 
patticular inftance of this remains ever memorable to me 
and others that have feen with their own eyes the wonderful 
help of God, on the 2d of March, 1753, when the daily 
word was, 

Gop cometH*! 

*¢ And grants us bleffings great to fhare.” 
For, when the affiftance, which was expected fome days 
before, failed, and a certain merchant, who was no Brother, 
could not, on that account, make his payments good at 
the appointcd time, by which he was in danger of being 
caft into prifon; and the ordinary being refolved to preferve 
the credit of this rnnocent man, and to go to prifon in his 
ftead ; juft in the critical moment, help arrived, contrary to 


® \fa, xxxv. 44 according to the German verfion. 
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the expectation of every one: and thus the defign of thofe, 
who were mncenfed againft him and the Brethren, was fruf~ 
trated. Such help the “debtors often experienced juft at the 
time when they were to be arrefted. Amidft al) the pain 
which was felt on account of falfe friends, many joyful 
proofs appeared of brotherly love, which 1s ready to give up 
all, even Ife itfelf, for the Brethren. At the fame time, 
the Brethren learned, from experience, to underftand more 
fully many ineftimable words of our Saviour and his apoftles 5 
particularly this exhortation of our Lord, Take no thought 
for the morrow: for the morrow fhall take thought for the things 
of stfelf. Sufficrent unto the day 1s the evil thereof. (Matta 
vi. 34.) I have obferved upon the whole, that, at that 
time, almoft every day was diftinguifhed by fome particular 
evil, but alfo by fome fingular inftance of the help of God : 
infomuch, that every one was obliged to acknowledge that 
all honour belonged unto him alone, and not to men. 

For al} thefe benefits, received at the hand of the Lord 
in the year 1753, a day of thankfgiving was appointed in 
all the congregations of the Brethren, on whith he was 
praifed and adored with numberlefs tears. For, though all 
diftrefs was not yet at an end, and it was well known, that 
it would ftill coft much labour and pains to pay off all the 
debts; yet the Brethren could draw frefh hope from their 
manifold experience of the help of God. This hope hae 
not been put to fhame. I will here only mention before- 
hand, that the aforefaid agreement with the creditors has 
been entirely fulfilled at the appointed terms, through the 
bleffing of God, and the willing affiftance of fome Bre- 
thren and friends. 


§ 182. 


Amipsr all thefe diftreffing occurrences, the congregations 
inEngland proceeded in their regular courfe;the mifions among 
the Heathen were fupplied, as hitherto, according to their 

6 neceflities ; 
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pecciitles ¢ dd the ehildren’s cecanomies iuffered mo teat 
want. Lindfey-boge was, notwithftanding all thefe dificul- 
ties, Gwithed ; (4 172.) and, on the 29th of March, 1753, 
the wpdinary and his houfehold moved into it,-with an 
humble fenfe of the grace of God, and in confident reliance 
wpon his farther gracious help. I can never call to mind 
our abode in this houfe, but with thankfulnefs towards God, 
the Giver of every good g'ft, both in fpustuals and in tem- 
porals, The great German Hymn-book of the Brethren, begun 
in the year 1752, was completed; and, in the year 1754, 
a large Englith Hymn-book, or, 4 Collection of Hymns of 
the Children of God in ail Ages, from the Beginning tll now, 
ta two Paris, was printed. The printing-office, in the or~ 
dinary’s houfe, never ftood fill; for he, amidft all the op- 
preffive circumftances, never fufpended his Jebour for the 
congregations. The fhip of the Brethren, /rene, (§ 169.) 
failed, in 1753, with forty, and in 1754, twice with up- 
wards of ninety Brethren and Siflers, for the colonies and 
whifGons in America. 

In what manner the work of God among Chrittians and 
Heathens was carried on, and how it fpread here and in 
other places, “will be related hereafter. I will only mention 
at prefent, that the diftreffing circumftances of the ordinary 
and his fellow-labourers had a falutary influence upon all 
the congregations of the Brethren. Whoever was informed 
of them, felt not only a tender fympathy, but did all he 
‘could to alleviate the burden, which had hitherto lain upon 
them. To this end, one congregation after the other efta- 
®tifhed their own fpecial diaconies, for the fupport of their 
labourers, and for other exigences. They alfo found it 
equitable, if not to take entirely upon thenifelvcs, yct to 
affift the diacony in, the providing for the miffionaries among 
the Heathen, and maintaining the poor children in the ceco- 
nomies. For this purpofe, certain Brethren were appointed, 
who fhould receive the kind contributions towards the fup- 
port of the Heathen-miffions; and, after mature confulet 

8 ation, 
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ation, difpofe of what came iny where it was found moft 
neceilary. ‘Thus alfo were the poor children and orphans 
in the ceconomies taken care of, Thefe regulations had this 
advantage, that every where a more fimple, frugal and in- 
duftrious way of life was purfued; that more share was 
taken in, and more prayers were offered for, the work of 
God ; and, in rel‘ance upon his help, his caufe fupported, 
according to the ability which God gave, 


§ 183. 


To the beforc-mentioned diftrefs came another, which 
added greatly unto it. About the very fame time, a torrent 
of con:roverfial writings, and of libcls againft the Brethren, 
came over from Germany to England, and were tianflated 
by perfons that wanted bread. Some whom the Brethren 
had been obliged to difown, now would revenge themfelves. 
The latter coll. ted various old ftories, to rendcr the Brethreyt 
odious to the nation. The former endeavoured to perfuate 
the public, that the Brethren had been diiven out of Gere 
many and other countries, as people prejudicial to fociety ; 
and that they had impofed upon the parliament, and ob- 
tained the act of 1749 in a furscptitious manner. Although 
parliament knew very well what was fitting for them to 
giant, or to refufe, upon fo long and fo flict an examina 
tion ; and though the fpeakers of both houfes, and fome of 
the moft eminent lords fpiritual and temporal, with whom 
the ordinary kept up an uninterrupted intercourfe and ¢or- 
refpondence, affured him, that he had no occafion to give 
himfelf the leaft trouble in entering into any defence for their 
fakes; yet he confented, with a view to pacify the people, 
that fome Brethren might an{wer the moft envenomed pam= 
phlets. He even offered, in the public papers, to anfwer 
all the queftions which might, mm a decent and candid mans 
ner, be put to him, publicly or privately, rclative to the 
things alledged againft the Brethren in the writings of their 

Ee adverlaries : 
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ade: but, this time alfo, on condition, that the name 
in Mae tranflator, fhould not be mentioned ; be- 
ing defigous that their names and perfors might be {pared ; 
as it is taketi notice of in § 162. He has kept his promife. 
Toone of the firft minifters of ftate, who urged the profe- 
cution of a certain libeller, and promifed him all his intereft 
in having him pumifhed, he gave his reafons in writing, 
why he neither could nor would profecute him*, A cer- 
tain eminent divine, who compared the Brethren to all the 
ancient and modern heretics, and charged chem with all their 
errors, though ever fo oppofite to cach other, received from 
chim a very moderate private anfwer. 

The aim of the arch-enemy was, no doubt, to ftir up 
the people, and to raife a mob againft the Brethren, But 
his defign was fruftrated for this me. The Brethren never 
lived and preached in greater quictude in England and Ire- 
land, than at this very time, when fo much was read in 
the news- papers againft them; though often many hundred 
people paffed by their houfes and chapels, relating ail manner 
of fcandals, which had been fpread abroad concerning 
them. A curiofity was rather raifed in many, to obtain a 
more certain knowledge of the Brethren, and to hear them 
preach. On Eafter-Sunday morning, in the year 1753, 
feveral thoufands gathered together at Fulneck, in Yorkfbire, 
to be prefent at the divine fervice of the Brethren, of which 





* The condué of the ordinary, in many fuch cafes, was fo 
Chriftan-like, and fotruly noble, that ic furprifed even his Bre- 
thren, The wruer of this note was urged, by the Jord above- 
mentioned, cto perfuade the ordinary to profecute the author, 
whofe pamphlet hurt the credst of feveral perfous. But he was 
determined not to return evil for evil Another inftance of 
the fame nature, is, that, when a certain Brother, who had 
been aconfidant of the faid author, was fo provoked by his 
pamphlet, that he was refolved to publifh many things known 
to him, greatly to che difadvantage of the author, the ordinary 
declared, that he would renounce all connexion with him, if he 
did ic. In this manner of bearing reproach, he enjoyed a fatif- 
faétion which none of his revilers could bave. (lhe Editor.) 


they 
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they had heard ftrange accounts. Many inftances became 
known afterwards, of people attending the preaching of the 
gofpel, upon thefe occafions, here and in other places, fora 
permanent bleffing unto their fouls, 


§ 184. 


AFTER the ordinary, with his houfehold, had moved inte 
Lind{ey-houfe at Chel/ea, he again began the conferences 
with the labourers that were at hand from the German 
and Englifh congregations. He was prefent, in July, at 
the provincial fynod of the Englifh labourers, and made a 
vifit, in Auguft, to fome congregations in the country. 
In September and October he held a fynodal conference 
with the deputies from almoft all the congregations abroad, 
to which Spangenberg, and fome other labourers, were come 
from America, The fame was done .n September 1754, 
when the countefs of Zinzendorf was likewile prefent. The 
ordinary, before this, paid a vific to the Englifh congrega- 
tions, ftaying longeft at Fulneck. Here he fpoke with many 
perfons fing]y, held feveral congregation and choir-difcourfes, 
and conferences with the labourers. During his abode here, 
the negotiation with the Rev. Benjamin Ingham, concerning 
the premifes on which this congregation-place is built, was 
finifhed. He made a difpotition tor the girls-aeconomy, 
which formerly had been at Ad/e- end near London, and was 
now moved from thence to Chel/ea, to be tranfplanted to 
Fulneck, where it could be better regulated and taken care 
of; together with the acunomy of boys fettled there, 


§ 185. 


Soon after, in November 1754, an Englifh provincial 
fynod was again held at Lindfey-houfe, at which the mi« 
nifter of the Bretnren’s church at Londou, Fobn Gambold, a 
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divine greatly efteemed for his piety and learning by feveral 
Englith bifhops, who were his contemporaries in the uni-+ 
verfity of Oxford, was confecrated a bithop of the church 
of the Brethren. The fociety at Priffol fent fome of 
their Brethren to the fynod, to defire the fettlement 
of a congregation there, The labourers from Yorke 
foire and the North of Ireland requefted the fame, in the 
name of feveral focieties, From awakened perfons in Vales, 
whete John Cecunick had vilitcd in the year 1753, and 
preached in many places with blefling, letters were re- 
ceived, requefting, that Brethren might be fent to take care 
of them. A married couple were fent to Wales, who vifited 
the awakencd, and fettled focieties in fome places. In the 
beginning of the year 1755, bifhop ‘fohannes de Watteville 
held a vifitatton in the Englith and Irth congregations. A 
number, {clected out of the focety at Bri/fol, were formed 
into a congregation of the Brethren. Some neighbouring 
clergymen of the church of England became better acquaint- 
ed with the Brethren, by means of this vifitat.on. In Yoré- 
fuire, the congregation at Fu/neck obtained the fame confti- 
tution as any other congregation-place of the Brethren. 
The members of the congregation, living at Pudfey, Gom- 
merfal, Mirfield, Wyke, and Duckenfield, were fettled, after 
the pattern of the country-congregations in Pennfilvania, as 
congregations of the Brethren. They received their own 
labourers, who performed the public divine worfhip, tcge- 
ther with the care of fouls in their places, under the direchon 
of the labourers at Fudneck 5 yet fo, that all the members of 
the congregation in thofe parts celebrated, every quartet of 
a year, the holy communion with the congregation at Ful~ 
neck, The focicties and preaching places, lying neareft to 
each of thefe congregations, were fupplied by their refpective 
Jabourers, and by affiftants, appointed by the conference at 
Fulneck, from time to time. 


§ 186, 
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§ 186. 


In the congregation at Dublin a fifting was broken out 
in the year 1752, in which both the labourers and fome 
private members were involved. Sundry irregularities had 
been difcovered, Thofe labourers, who were blame-worthy, 
on account of their negligence, or improper conduct, were 
removed, and others appointed in their places, under the 
infpection of Fobn Toeltihig , which was not without a good 
effect. 


In the North of Ireland, where, in the year 1746, Fobu 
Cennick, upon the invitation of a certain zcalous man at 
Ballmenagh, began to preach to vaft numbcrs of people, 
under great perfecution, were now fixteen focteties and as 
many chapels, and befides, the gofpel was preached in forty 
other places. The whole plan was divided into fix diftri@s, 
and a labourer givcn to each of them. They he chiefly 
round Logh Neagh, in the counties of Derry, Dows, Ane 
trim, and Armagh. A number had already been felected out 
of the focieties at Badhmenagh and Bullinderry, at a vifitation 
three years before, who were ferved with more particular 
care; and thcfe were, at the prefent vifitation, formed inte 
congregations of the Brethren, like thofe in Yorkthire and 
in Pennfilvania. 

It is certain, that 1t would have been morc agreeable to 
the ordinary, if thofe that were awakened through the 
preaching of the Brethien, had continued in their former 
denominations, and we.e miniftered unto by the Brethren 
with good advice. In this view, firft a felect number of 
the hearers of the Brethren were formed into focieties. 
Thefe fhould, according *o his infight, attend the public 
worfhip in their churchs, partaking of the facraments in their 
religion ; and fhould only ve led, by means of edifying cone 
yerfation and good advice, by the Brethren, whom he would 
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confider as afiftants of their minifters. TTo this day, thie 
regulation is kept to in feveral places. But as many in the 
focieties were not of the eftablifhed church, but of other 
denominatiofis, and fome even of {maller and erroneous re- 
ligious parties; and as it could not be required of them ta 
join themfelves to the church, there was, therefore, a ne- 
cefity, upon their leaving their former parties, or being put 
out by them, to take care of them in another way, that 
they might not become feparatifts. The Brethren were 
obliged to receive fuch into their congregation, and, befides 
the preaching of the gofpel, to adminifter the holy facra- 
ments unto them. Since many, who formerly belonged to 
the eftablifhed church, but had left it, fome even before 
their acquaintance with the Brethren, could not be with-held 
from the congregation, affigning fuch reafons as could not 
be gainfayed; the Brethren could do no otherwite, than treat 
fuch people, if they found a real work of grace in them, as 
members of the Brethren’s congregation, and grant them 
the fame privileges which the reft enjoyed. 


§ 187. 


Some account has been given in § 174, of the ftate of the 
congregations of the Brethren in Pennfilvania, during this 
period. I will now add fome particulars concerning the 
flate of the miffion among the Indians in North America. 
Befides the Indian congregation at Gnadenhuetten, Brethren 
lived at Mnsolagomesah, which was, as it were, the filial of 
Guadenhuetten, at Pachgatgoch, and at Wechgquatnach, on 
the frontiers of New England, and at Schomoko, on the Suf- 
quehannah. Brethren from Bethlehem made, from time to 
time, journeys to Wajomik, Nefhopacko, and other places on 
the Sufquehannah, vifited the baptized Indians, when they 
were hunting tn thofe parts, and preached the gofpel to the In- 
dians hiying there, who alfo often came on vifits to Bethlehem, 
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Moreover, David Zeifberger *, in order to keep up the 
acquaintance with the Six Nations, and to wait for an 
opportunity of making the gofpel known to them, took {e- 
veral difficult journeys to their chief places, efpecially to 
Onondago, 1n company of one or another Brother, who 
hkewife were defirous to learn the Janguages of the Indians. 
He commonly ftaid fome months, converfing with them in 
a friendly manner: yet effected but little in their hearts, and 
endured, with his companions, hunger, cold, and many 
other hardfhips; yea, their lives were in danger, when the 
Indians were drunk. But yet, amidft various difficulties, 
and many obftacles, which were ftill, from time to timey 
Jaid in therr way, the miffion wis carried on with fuccefs. 
It had even the appearance, as if the hope of the ordinary, 
which he had conceived in the year 1742, during his ftay 
at Wayomik, would be fulfilled, that the cruel Schawanos, 
who lived there at that time, would either be converted, or 
move away, and make room for an Indian congregation. 
For, in July 1752, a deputation of more than an hundred 
perfons +, moftly of the Nuntikoks at Wajomik, came to 
Gnadenhuetten and Bethlehem. They, with many folemni- 
ties ufual among them, eftablifhed friendfhip between the 
Indians and the Brethren at Rethihem, and invited them to 
vifit, or rather, to live among, them, aflu:ing the Brethren, 
that they would hear and embrace the gofpel. The joy of 
the Brethren at Beth/ehem on account of this vifit, and theic 
willingnefs to ferve the Indians in the gofpel, was extraordi- 
narily great. This occurrence was, indeed, very pleafing 
to the ordinary, and ftrengthened his hope, that an Indian 
congregation would ftill be {ttld on the Sufquchannah; yet 
he expected, not that a whole nation of the Indians, but 


* He is known among the Indians by the name of Ganouffe- 
rachery; having, as othcr Brethren, been received into one of 
their tribes, and naturalized 

+ In this vear, fix hundred and eighty Indians vifited at Beth- 
lehem, at different times. 
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that only ‘an ‘Exdoyn, or fmall number of them, woitld 
be converted, who would then do well to move together, and 
live ‘by themfelves, In March 1753, another deputation 
from the fame nations renewed the friendfhip; and, in the 
name of the Six Nations, brought a meflaze to the Mahi- 
kanders and Delawares at Gnadenhuetien and Menz:clagomekah, 
as alfo tothe Wampances at Pachgatgoch and Wechquatnach, 
whom the Indian Brethren fhould tell that they fhould de- 
part out of the country of the white people, and move to 
Wayomk, where they could have teacheis from the Brethren 
too, and hive after their manner. They delivered this mef- 
{age timoroufly, being apprehenfive it might not be agrecable 
to the Brethren. The Brethren anfwered them, They had 
no objection that the Indians, who hitherto had lived with 
them, might move thither, but left it entircly to them to 
take what refolution they fhould think proper. It appear- 
ed, however, fufprcious to them, that the Six Nations 
fhould fend fuch a meflage neither by deputies from Onon- 
dago, nor by our Brethren there, but by ftranzz Ind:ans. 
And this meflage being delivered timoroufly, confirmed 
them in their apprehenfion, that they were meditaiing war. 
The event verified this fuppofition, The ordinary agreed 
with Spangenberg, who, 1n the year 1754, returned to Ame- 
rica, that our Indians fhould neither be furthered, noi hin- 
dered, to move into the Indian country; as to thofe who 
ftaid behind, they thould be the more taken care of, and thofe 
that went away, fhould be vifited from time to time, and 
regard fhould be had to the iflue our Saviour would produce 
out of it. 


§ 188. 


SomE Indians, therefore, by thetr cwn choice, removed 
from Gnadenhuetten to Wajomik; but others came foon in 
their room. Foy, in the year 1753, the Indians at M%ech- 
quatnach were obliged to quit their land, it being fold. The 
Brethren received thofe of whom they had good hopes ; and 

fufigred 


fuffered the reft, who eae rather to live in, the woadlsy 
to go to Wajomik, whither the Indians at Weftexhock, near 
Wrechquatnach, baptized by the Prefbyterians, and the In- 
dians from the ferfeys, allo went. Thus, Pachgatgach rem 
mained alone. This ftation among the Heathen, fituate 
about two hundred miles from Sicthlehem, belonged to the 
Indian captain Gideon, who carried on the caufe of ovr Sa 
viour, even at atime when the Brethren were confined in 
prifon for the fake of the Heathen, and were detained froma 
their bordeis for along time. This fame Gideon was th 
caufe, that his Indians did not move into the country of the 
favages , fince he faw, end reprefented to them, that they 
would fuffer there damage in their fouls. In the year1754, 
the Indians in AZemalagomekah were likewile obliged to for- 
fake then Jand. Some of them removed to Gradenhuetten, 
and fome to Wajomik. This was, therefore, the third Ia 
dian town, the inhabitants of which were forced to emi-~ 
grate, and whom the Brethren were obliged to receive, 
wiz. in 1945, Chdomekah, from whence atofe Gnaden- 
huetten, (§. 139.) and now Vuhguatrach and Mentalagome- 
hah, In the year 1755, alfo the Intians from Gaaden- 
huctt.n were expelled, and received by the Brethren at Beths 
lehcm ; as we fhall fee in the following Part. 

The Indians, who had removed to Wajomik, from the 
above-mentioned five places, having, in part, been before. 
under the care of the Brethren, carneftly defired to have a 
miffionary living among them, But there were good Treas 
fons for not gratifying their defire for the prefent. How- 
ever, they were often, and, when pofiible, cvery fix or eight 
weeks, vifited by Brethren, who, every time, ftaid feveral 
days with them, vifited them in the places where they were 
hunting, or in their towns, efpecially at Skehantowa and 
Ot/lonwakin, and preached the gofpel to all the inhabirants, and 
even baptized fome, who could not come to any Indian cone 
gregation, Thus, an emotion was occafioned among the 
Tndians ar. the whole diftriét, efpecially at Lechawachnek, @ 

town 


498 Mobege Besstue GP 20 Marghery, Part VII. 


téwn of the Mepiding-Indians, which would have had 
many bleffed. cohfequences ‘both far and near, if the In- 
dian war had not intervened. 


§ 189. 


Amonc all the offers for fettling colonies, made to the 
Brethren in the years 1747 and 1749, by occafion of the 
negotiations with the parliament of Great Britain, (§ 138, 
and 152.) none came to effect but the offer of an hundred 
thoufand acres of land in North Carolina, in the territory 
of the prefident of the privy council, the earl of Granville. 
‘The view with this colony was, to give to fuch Brethren 
and friends, as fhould defire it, an opportunity of fettling, 
at a cheap rate, in a country as yet but little cultivated ; to 
ferve, both in a temporal and {piritual fenfe, the inhabitants 
already there, and efpecially fuch neighbours as fhould be 
inclined to fettle round about them, as feveral did after- 
wards ; and to preach the gofpel to them, as wel! as to the 
Cherokees, Catawbas, Chikafaws, Creeks, and other Indians. 
The purchafe of the land was not completed before the 
autumn of 1751. Spangenberg reccived the commiffion to go 
thither with fome Brethren, in order to feek out and ‘urvey 
the land. This was done about theend of the year1752. It 
was attended, in the uninhabited parts of the country, with 
much danger and hardfhip. The Brethren, appointed to 
feek out the land, were loft in the wild woods, in which 
they fpent fourteen weeks, before they could obtain their 
aim. In autumn 1753, Bethlehem made the beginning to 
fit out the fi ft colonifts, eleven fingle Brethren, with horfes 
and waggons, cattle, houfehold-furniture, and utenfils for 
hufbandry. They went thither by land, and, for the fake 
of provender, took a route of nine hundred miles, through 
countries where no European had ever travelled with any 
carriage. They were obliged, with a great deal of trouble 
and fatigue, to make their way through rivers, and over fteep 
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tocks, and mountains covered with woods ; on which jours 
ney they {pent fix weeks. On the 17th of November, they’ 
took poffeffion of this land, which borders on the river Yadkin, 
and was called by the Brethren, The /Vachau, or, Wachovia. 
They began with good courage to clear a piece of land, 
preparing :t for meadows and aable Jand. They alfo built 
aul], which proved of the greateft benefit to the circum- 
jacent country, fince more inhabitants foon fettled round 
about them. In autumn 1754, Peter Bochler, who was are 
rived the year before from England in America, made g 
journey thither, to affift the Brethicn in their firft fettlement, 
At the fame time, difpefiions were mace for obtaining a 
better knowledge of the country, dividing it into proper 
parts for improvement. After the arrival of the fecond 
company of fingle Brethren from Bethlehem, on the 26th 
of O&tober, 1754, the place where the Brethren had firft 
fettled, was more and more built and cultivated, and called, 
Bethabara. The land of the Brethren was, im the year 
1755, by an Adc of Afembly, declarcd a particular parifh, 
and, after the name of the then governor, called, Debd’$ 
Parifh. 


§ 190. 


WE will now go farther fouthward in America. As to the 
Negro-miffion in the Danifh Weft India sflands, I cannot 
defcribe it better, than from Nathanael Seidel’s relation of his 
vifitation there in the year 1753. In general, the work of 
God, fince the Jaft vifitation, (§ 167.) had, under the prow 
tection of the fupreme magiftrate and the government there, 
proceeded in peace and with bleffing. As moft of the. 
planters became more and more convinced of the advantage 
they reaped from the converfion of their Negroes, it was a 
fatisfa@tion to them, to fee their Negroes attending the 
preaching, and beng baptrzed ; infomuch, that they ene 
treated the Brethren to vifit them frequently. But yet, 
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various difficulties and hinderances were never wanting ; 
the greateft of which was, that the iabourers were too few, 
and thefe, for the moft part, weak, and often very fick. 
Many were hardly arrived, and equi~ped for the labour, 
when they were called to reft. On this account, the miffions 
in S¢. Crotx and in St. Fan had not always a conftant miffion- 
ary refiding in thefe iflands. It was no’ till in the year 1753, 
that George Obneber g went to flay for a conflancy at St. Crorx, 
and in 3754, Fobn Biukker, at St. Jan. In St. Thomas, 
George Weber and ‘fobn Boehner rcfided at New Herrnbut, 
and Fobn Hant{ch at Krumbay, fince called Nicfhy. Thefe, 
befides the public divine fervice at New Herrnhut, 
preached weckly fermons on feveral plantations. Many 
hundred children in the whole tland were diligently vifited 
and inftructed by Ronner. All of them fpent the time they 
had to fpare, Jabouring with their hands for their fuftcnance ; 
in which (exclufive of the work in the cane-felds, which 
they did with their few Negrocs,) three fingle Brethren 
were of great fervice to them by their handicrafts, efpecially 
building mills; though they, at the fame ume, affifted in 
attending to the Negroes. The miffions-diacony ‘upported 
them, from Europe and Pennfilvania, with the neceffaries 
which their earnings were not fuffcient to fupply. The 
number of all the baptized Negroes, fince the beg mning 
of the miffion, amounted already to above a thoufand, who, 
with the children and the reft of the catechumens, made four 
thoufand fouls, who were under the care of the Brethren. 
Some of them confifted of Creo/s, that is, fuch as were born 
in the Weft Indies ; but the greatcft part were Buffals, who 
were bought in Afiica, and tranfported hither, The Bre- 
thren reckoned more than fixty different nations of thefe 
Negroes, each of which has, in Africa, their own lan 
guage, manners, and religious ufages. They are all idola- 
ters, offering various forts of facrifices ; and fome have cir- 
gumcifion among them, They are, moft of them, lazy, 
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and, when reduced to diftrefs, “defperaté. Many of theay 
are warlike, and fell their prifoners to the Europeans as 
flaves; though many even fteal and fell their own friends 
and nearcft relatiuns. Some treat their prifoners with great 
cruelty , and devour them, not for want only, when prefled 
with hunger, but from revenge; on which account they 
fharpen their teeth with a file, like the teeth of a faw. But 
fome re morc fenfible, laborious, and orderly, than others ; 
and mary are fold to the Weft Indies, who, in their native 
country, have been inftructed in Chriftianity, and baptized 
by the Portugucfe. 

In St. Thomas, the Biethren had twenty-four helpers 
from among the nativc:, who, in the extenfive labour among 
the Negroes, afforded them great fervice. “Fhe bufinefs of 
thefe national helpers is, to vifit and {peak with thofe living 
in their diftricts. Every Sunday they have a conference 
with the miffionanes, when they give an account of the 
fouls, and receive goud advice. Some of them are ufed with 
bleffing in holding mectings, when the miffionaries, for want 
of time or health, are not able to fupply all the places. 

In St. Crorx, the miMionary ftill lived on the plantation of 
the company, called, Prince/s. But the Brethren in St. Tho= 
mas bought a piece of land, of four acres, for a thoufand 
pieces of eight, on which afterwards a church, with a 
dwelling-houfe, was built, and calcd, Findenfihal. At the 
weft end of the ifland, wheie a town was laid out, alfoa 
great awakening tock place among the Negrocs, whom the 
mifionary afBduoufly vifitec , and, in the interim, the Ne- 
gro David, a mafter mafon, held their meetings. 

In St. ‘fan, where the Brethren were already 1n poflfeffion 
of a piece of land, the Negroes moft earneftly intrcated for 
a miffionary to refide conftantly among them; and offered to 
buildhim aa houfe. Althougn the Brethren teok their will 
for the deed; yct they faw, in this inflance, their earneft 
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When ‘they afterwards obtained a Brother, the number of 
the baptized foou remarkably increafed *, 


§ 191- 


By means of the preaching of the gofpel at London, fome 
perfons of character were gained. Among thcfe were fome 
gentlemen from Zamaica, who had conftderable eftates there, 
and many Negroes; for the converfion of whom they had 
formerly taken fevera] laudable, but fruitlefs, flips, and 
{pared no expence. Upon a ncarer acquaintance with the 
Brethren, having an opportunity of hearing accounts of the 
gteat work of God among the Heathen, and efpecially 
among the Negrocs, the praife-worthy concern for the fal- 
vation of their flaves was renewed in them. ‘They requefted 
the ordinary to procure fome Brethren to preach the gofpel 
totheir Negroes. They, in particular, defired that Zacha~ 
rias George Caries, whofe fermons and converfation had 
been much bleflkd to them, might be appointed tor that 
purpofe, This Brother confented to it; and, though 
the ordinary was not without his fcruples in tms affair, 
yet he was difpatched to Jamaica, in October 1754, with 
two other Brethren. 

Every thing went quite differently from what could be 
expected. For, though the beginning of any undertaking, 
efpecially in the kingdom of Chrift, being a kingdom or 
the crofs, is ufually attended with difficulues ; yet here, 
every thing proceeded with remarkable eafe. The aforefaid 
gentlemen fupported the Brethren in externals, They buile 
an houfe for them on a piece of land which they had given 
for the ufe of the miffion, which was called, Carmel; and 
encouraged their Negroes to hear the gofpel, by affording 
them al! the neceflary liberty for it. The Negroes prefent- 


* See Oldendorp’s Hiflory of the Muffin of the Evangelical Bre» 
thren in the Caribbes [lands, &c. 
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ly flocked together in fuch numbers, that, at the end of the 
year 1755, eight hundred hearers were computed, of whom 
twenty-fix were baptized. The miffionary commonly preached 
to the Negroes in three places, belonging to the before-men- 
tioned gentlemen; and was, befides, invited by feveral other 
gentlemen, to declare the word of Gad alfo to their Negroes ; 
which he did with joy, as far as his time would allow. On 
the part of the white people, he fcarcely met with any op- 
pofition; and fuch as were in fome refpecét opponents, were 
won, as foon as they faw and heard him. They came in 
numbers to hear the fermons addrefled to the Negroes. But 
fince they were often an hinderance to him tn preaching to the 
Negrves, he determined to preach to them feparately. Nor 
was he without blefling among them, in refcuing fome 
from the way of perdition, and feeing feveral, at their end, 
depart in reliance upon the merits of Jefus. 


§ 192. 


In Berbice, the work of God among the Indians profper- 
ed, and fpread more and more, notwithftanding all the 
hardfhips the miffion was involved in, through envy and 
falfe accufations of feven years continuance. (§ 168.) The 
occafion of thefe dificulties was, that it was required of the 
miuffionaries to take an oath, and to cxercife in the ufe of arms; 
which demand they had been exempted from eleven years be» 
fore, though they had obtained no written privilege for it, as 
in Surinam. Tt was likewife required of them, not to draw 
the Indians to themfelves, nor with-hold them from the 
fexvice of the company; although the Indians, a few ex- 
cepted, came, of their own accord, from far countries. It 
was alfo required of them to urge the baptized to affift at 
the fifhery, and other fervice- of the colony. They were, 
feveral times, cited, on this head, before the council; and, 
though the miflionary gave very folid anfwers, fo, that the 
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dincere intention of the Brethren, ahd the reality of the con~ 
vesien of the Heathen, cvidently appeared, yet the above 
and other requifitions were infifted upcn, with the intimas 
ftion, that, in cafe of refufal, they fhould quit the country. 
And indeed, Lewes Chriflopher D.bne, who arrived in 17515 
was immediately fent back with the fame fhip that brought 
him. It is true, fome gentlemen, who feared God, en 
deavoured to prevent the entire prohibition of the Brethren 
from attempting to conveit the Heathen, or fending them 
all out of the country. There was alfo reafon to believe, 
that, on the reprefcntations of thefe gentlemen, end of the 
Brethren in Lurupe, to the higher powers, gracious orders 
were fent on theu bebalf. The governor hunfilf, on a tour 
through the country, coming to Pelgerbut, fceing, examin- 
ing, and, as he dcclared, finding every thing better than 
was reported to him, the Brethicm hoped for better times. 
Some Indians were alfo, upon demand, fent to the colony, 
to afiftin the ffhery, under proper infpeduion. But, ne- 
verthelefs, the miffion obtained no complete reft and fafety, 
and fiill met with many dilagreeable occurrences, which not 
only laid many impediments in thur way, but night even 
have promoted its entire1uin. By occafion of a failure in the 
crop, foldicrs came to buy caflahi ructs of the Indiaas 5 and 
thefe being in want themfilve, the roots were taxen by 
force from the Indians living with the Brethren, and thofe 
not yet ripe were wantonly deftroyed. The poor Indians, 
indeed, bore this with patience; but, it being feveral times 
repeated in the fpace of three years, they, at laft, were 
obliged to look out in the wildernefs for places to plant, 
efpecially about the river /¥ikky, where they had not to ex- 
pect the like treatment. By this means, a difperfion of 
them was cfiected, which proved highly injurious to the 
miffion. 

In the mean time, the congregation was greatly increafed, 
and the found of the gofpel reached farther and farther. 
Many Indians came from the rivers Surinam, Corentyn, 
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Lequed, Wekky; Demerary, Canjeny Onransgue, ic. to which 
places the Brethren could not go. I find, in'the accounts, 
befides the Zrawaks, of whom the congregation chiefly con~ 
fifted, and in whofe language the gofpel was preached, the 
following nations mentioned, who, at leaft, have yielded 
fome firft-fruits: The Aquaies, the Waraues, and the Caribe 
bees, or Calepina; fome of whom are efteemed barbarians 
by the Arawaks themfelves, they being cruel to their 
enemies, 

The Indian congregation at Pilgerhut was fettled in & 
very regular manner, and went on ina pleafing way. The 
miffionartes had alfo the fatisfa€tion to train up helpers frots 
among them, whofe infpeétion, good advice, converfation, 
and difcourfes were greatly bleffled to their countrymen. 
Thofe who were difperfed in the Savannah, or wildernefs, 
fome from fear of ill treatment, fome from want of fuftes 
nance, or other reafons, proved, in like manner, by their 
words and behaviour, a blefling to many Heathen, although, 
as may be eafily fuppofed, many fuffered damage, which, 
indeed, was healed from time to time, yet could not en- 
turely be remedied. 


About this time, in the year 1754, an opportumty offers 


ed for the renewal of the miffion ia Surinam, which fhall 
be related in its connexion, in the following Part. 


§ 193. 


In the year 1750, by means of a French gentleman, 
who, as he faid, had ben in Ethiopia, and who asmed at 
returning thither by the affiltance of -an European power, 
the former dcfire of the Brethren was renewed, of enter- 
ing into an ufeful acquaintance with the Erhiopzan church, 
in which, according to teir liturgies, a good deal of the 
old apoftolical fimphicity was expected to be met with; and 
the Brethren withed to be of fome fervice to this church. 

FF The 
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The phyfician, Frederic William Hokker, who had been in 
Perfia and Egypt, (§ 170.) took the matter to heart; and, 
in the year 1752, propofed to the ordinary, that he would 
go to Cairo, in Egypt, and wast there for an opportunity of 
going to Erhopra. His intention was, to prachife there as a phy- 
fician, to learn the Arabic language, to eftablifh an intercourfe 
with the patiiarch of the Copts, wh ofc office it 1s to confecrate 
the Abuna, or archbifhop, of the Aby/intans , and, through him, 
to obtain an acquaintance with the ALuna; and to offer to them 
the fervices of the church of the Brethren, The ordinary was 
pleafed with this propofal, and gave him credentials to the 
patriarch of the Copts, rcfiding in Cairo. In May, 1752, 
Hokker went from London, by way of Gcnoaand Leghorn, 
to Egypt, and reached Cairo on the 27th of Auguft. He 
hired an houfe, in which he alfo entertained, for fome time, 
the fludents Schu/z and [Volte fdo f, who were fent by the 
Hallith inftitution for the converfion of the Jews. He pre- 
pared for the practice of phyfic, and entered into an ufeful 
acquaintance with the Frans refiding there (So al! Furo- 
peans ale Called in Turdey ) Having fo far learned the Ara- 
bic langua‘e, which ts alfo ufed in Aby4ima, and has fome 
connexion with the languege of the country, as to be able 
to exprefs himfelf tolerably well, and tranflate his credentuals 
into it; he delivered them on the 28th of November, 1753, 
to the petitarch of the Coptic church, and had many agree- 
able and uftful converfations with hun concerning the de- 
feent, du&une, end confitution of the church of the Bre- 
thren, and the flate cf the Coptic and AbyfMinian church; 
during which, the tears often flood ip the eyes of this ve- 
nerable hoary cld man. Ou the ifth day ef Kakit, acccrd- 
ing to the Coptic calendar, wnicn ‘vas the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 17535 he received an anfv.er in the Arabic tongue, of 
which, omitting the titles ufual in the Laft, 1 will com- 


municate the following: 
“ In 
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ts In the name of the merciful and gracious God. In 
*© God is falvation, From Maré *,: the fervant of the fery. 
“© ants of the Lord. The peace of our Lerd and God, 
§¢ and the Captain of our falvation, Jcfus Chrift, which he, 
** jn an upper room at Zion, poured forth upon the 
“© affembly of the excellent difciples and apoftles; may he 
*© pour out this peace upon the beloved, excellent, and ex- 
*¢ perienced Brother, the venerable bifhop, our father Alay~ 
‘ fiust, the liturgift of the Unity of the Drethren.—This 
** 1s to teftify, beloved Brother, that the bleffed fon and ve 
“© nerable deacon, /reneus t Hokker, has delivered unto us 
*© your letter, which was full of affcétionate cordial love, 
“© We have read it; and it became unto us a tafte of your 
*© love to all Chriftian men. We, in like manner, pray 
“© God for you, and for al] the Chriftian people, that he 
*© may exalt the glory of the Chriftians in the whole habit- 
“© able world, through the nutrition of his life-giving 
“© crofs,” &e. 


§ 194. 


As to the journey to Alyffima, Hokker enquired occafion- 
ally, in particular of a native of that country, after the cir- 
cumftances of it; and learned, among other things, that, at 
that time, a Greek was at the helm of the government as 
prime minifter, and that he endeavoured to draw foreign 
colontts into the country In the mean time, the above- 
mentioned French gentleman arrived at Cairo, with a great 
ret.nue and character, in order to go, up the Nile, to Aby/= 


* The patriarchs of the Copts, who alfo bear the title of 
patriarchs of Alexandria, Jerufalem, Abvilinia, and Nubia, 
are all called afer the evangelit Mask who is fad to have 
founded the church at Alusandnia; aud shis patriarch was Mark 
CVI. 

t Lewss 

4 Frederic, or,£in Cerman, Friedrich, that is, Rich im Peace, 
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fimia, and wanted to perfuade Hokker to go withhim. He 
neither could nor would engage himfelf with him, efpe- 
cially as the way up the Nile, by reafon of many large cata- 
radts, is impracticable ; and accordingly, this gentleman, 
after many difficulties and expences, was obliged to return 
without executing his purpofe. But, on this occafion, 
Hokker’s proper defign became more known than he liked ; 
and it might have caufed him much inconvemience, 1f God 
had not held his hand over him, There was no other way, 
but to go, along the Red Sea, by way of Mazwa, to Gondar, 
the chief city in Abyffinia. But, fince all the fea-ports in 
thofe parts are in the hands of the Turks, who, from rea- 
fons of ftate, fuffer not eafily an European to come in or go 
out ; he refolyed to provide himfelf with a Ferman, or pafs, 
from the grand fiiguior, and then, in autumn 1754, to 
embark on the Red Sea. For this end, he went, in the 
{pring of the year, by way of Smyrna, tu Cenffantinople, 
juft at the time when the plague raged there. He was 
treated with much diftinétion by the Englifh and other 
ambaffadors, and had opportunities, here and there, to re- 
commend the merits of Chrift, as the only caufe and means 
of our falvation, and to give many gentlemen juft ideas of 
the church of the Biethren. He obtained more than he fought 
for ; a ferman trom the giand fergnior, a refcript trom the 
grand vizier to the bafhaw at G:/da on the Red Sea, aletter from 
the fharaff at Conflantinople to the fharafF at Cairo, and, be- 
fides, fome letters trom the ambafladors to the confuls of 
their nations, and a recommendation from the Englifh ambaf- 
fador to the prime minifter in Abyflinia, who had formerly 
been in the fervice cf the Enghith, With thefe he return- 
ed to Alexandria in Exypt. But as, mean while, the beft 
feafon for travelling was elapfed, he chofe to ftay the winter 
there and at Cairo, in order to provide himfelf with the 
neceflaries for his journey. In the interim, the grand 
feignior died; and thus the validity of his ferman ceafed. 

8 Great 
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Great difturbances arofe in Egypt, which were attended 
with much danger, on account of the robbers. He, there~ 
fore, determined to wait for more peaceable times; and, 
in the interval, to vifit in the congregations. He fet off 
from Cairo, May the 3d, 1755, and arrived at Leghorn, 
the 2d of July, from whence he continued his journey, by 
way of Vienna, and through Bohemia, to Herrnhut, where 
he arrived on the 8th of September. 
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PART VIE 


From the Ordimary’s Return to Germany in 1755, ta 
bis Deceafe in 1760. 


§ 195. 

E now return to the ordinary, who, after an abode 

of near four years in England, fet off, 1n 1755, 

for Holland and Germany, and, on the 31ft of March, ar- 
rived at Ze:/, The number of inhabitants of this place, 
fince 1750, was confiderably augmented by Brethren from 
Herrnhaag and other places. A company of wealthy friends 
had agreed together, both to build houfes here for them- 
felves, and to furnifh the new inhabitants with the needful 
buildings and workfhops for their bufineffes, on the pay- 
ment of a moderate intereft. But the plan of the place was 
Jaid out too large, and met with difficulties in the execu~ 
tion, which caufed many of, the aforefaid friends to dravr 
back, Other mifunderftandings arifing, in thefe years, among 
the members of the congregation in Holland, caufed feveral 
to feparate ; but part of them returned fome time after. The 
congregation 
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congregatjon at Zeift enjoyed uninterrupted reft under the proe 
tcGtion of their kind magiftrates, and was continually vifited 
by ftrangers. Her Royal highneft, the governante, with 
her youny prince, the hereditary ftattholder, and the prin- 
cefs Carolina, now confort of the prince of Naflau Weil- 
burg ; likewife Lewis, duke’of Brunfwic Wolfenbuettel, vi- 
fited this place at different times in the years 1753, 17545 
and 1755. They enquired into every thing, took a view 
of the choir-houfes and other laudable infitutions, attended 
divine fervice, and fhowed much fatisfaction and pleafure at 
the regulations of the congregation. 

The ordinary, at ins wifit, found this congregation in 
general in a blefled fate, though fome of the betore-men- 
tioned difficulties were ftill remaining, which caufed him 
fome heavy hours He was faithfully intent upon promot- 
ing the welfare of the congregation with counte! and deed, 
He cdificd it, both bv lis difcourfes and by private conver- 
fatious with individuat inhabitants; in which alfo many 
Bre:hren and fuiends took fhare, who came on vifits during 
hits abode here, 


§ 196. 


Frou hence the ordinary went w Mw /Vied upon the 
Rhine. The French colony, which the lord of the territo-= 
ry, count ‘Fchu Friern, Aleoander of hid, bad, in the year 
1750, invited hither from Herrnhaag, and to which, after 
an examination of the do&trine and conftitution of the Bre- 
thren, he had given a grant of their civil and ecclefiaftical 
privileges, dated the oth of Aucuft, 1751, (4 158.) enjoyed 
from him all kindne{s and protcGtion. © But no building, or 
any eftablifhment of ufeful trades and manufactures, had yet 
taken place. Inthe year 1753, 1 was even taken into con- 
fideration, whether the few colonifts fhould not be diftributed 
into other congregations? The count, unwilling that this 
fhould be done, correfponded with the ordinary about 

Ffa the 
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the way and manner of fettling this colony on ‘a better 
footing. : After mature confideration of all circumftances, 
it was refolved, in the year 1754, that the Brethren fhould 
ftay and buildat New Wied. During the ordinary’s abode, 
the matter was farther confidered, and the neceffary refolu- 
tions agreed upon. 


§ 197 


He then purfued his journey, and arrived at New Diet- 
endorfin the duchy of Gotha; where, after ten ycars diffi- 
culties, (§ 10g.) it feemed at Jenyth that a colony of the 
Brethren would be eftablifhed. Since the year 1752, the 
circumftances were remarkably altered. Monf. De Luedeke, 
a member of the Brethren’s congregation, bought this place 
of the countefs of Ko/eoth, formerly countefs of Prosmnitz. 
On applying for the confirmation of the purchafe at Gotha, 
in February 175%, he found the difpofition of the court, 
and of the fpiritual and temporal departments, greatly 
changed, The quict behaviour and diligence of the few 
inhabitants that were fete at New Dictendort, the favour- 
able teftimony of the neighbouring clergymen, who admini= 
ftered the facraments to them, and the good example of (ome 
of the duke’s houfehold, in connexion with the Breczhren, 
had occafioned this alteration, Luedcke, on occafion ot 
his confirmation and inveftiture, perce'ved plain}y that it 
would be agreeable to thc court, if he could people the 
place with ufeful manufacturers. Vhe confiftory urged 
the fupplying it with a proper parifh-minifter. A can- 
didate for the miniRry, who was a native of the duchy of 
Gotha, and was known to havea Jove for the Brethren, and 
jn whom they might confide, was propoled to be the parifh- 
rainifter, He was called in September 1753, and, after the 
ufual examinauon, ordained and induéted. He performed 
his funtion according to the ritual of Gotha; and, witk 
the previous knowledge of his fuperiors, left the Brethren, 


whq 
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who obierved the duties of faithful parithioners, at libertys 
befides the public fervice at church, to edify themfelves and 
their children in the manner praGifed in other congregations 
of the Brethren; in which he alfo faithfully affifted them, 
to the beft of his power. But ftill fome years pafled, before 
the inhabitants were increafed from other congregations, 
and tradefmen and manufacturers could fettle there. 1n the 
mean time, the preaching of the gofpel proved a bleffing to 
many from the circunyacent parts, who alfo made ufe of the 
Brethren’s advice for their own edification, and that of their 
familtes. 

In this ftate the ordinary found the inhabitants of this 
place. He took aview of the circumftances, and confidered 
in what manner the welfare of the place might be forward- 
ed. After {pending a day here, he purfued his journey to 
Eberfdorf in Vogtland, where he ftad eight days, agreeably 
employed with his nephew, the reigning count. He held a 
conference with the labourers, and delivered fome cifcourfes 
to the congregation, the ftate of which, to this ume, has 
been deferibed in § 132. 


§ 198. 


On his way to Herrnhut, he called at Klein Welke, néar 
Budiffin. Here, fince the deceafe of the late Jord lieutenant 
of Upper Lufatia, count Gerfdorf, in 1751, was the ga- 
thering-place of the awakened of the Vandal nation. (§ 148.) 
They built an addition to the manfion-houfe, and threw 
fome rooms together for a meeting-hall, Thofe who lived 
in villages at a diftance, went thither to the meetings once or 
twice in a month, after attending divine fervice in their 
churches; and, on week-days, they met together in their 
places in fmal] focieties, in order to edify one another, 
Some alfo removed to Klein Welke, and built there. Thefe 
had their children baptized by one of the neighbouring 
clergymen ; but defired, at the fame time, a previous de- 


claration, 
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¢lazation, in writing, that no parochial claim fhould de ia- 
ferxed from thence, which this place and fome other adjacent 
villages .are exempted from. The awakening among the Van- 
@ats had increafed very much in the four years fince count 
Gerfdorf’s death, and had extendcd even to Lower Lufatia, 
through a late acquaintance with fome Vandals, who had 
been awakened by the preaching of the Rev. George Peter~ 
mann, formerly Bohemian minifter at Vetfchau. 

The ordinary rejoiced the children, who had been tranf- 
planted from Wetteravia into the inftitution of count Gerf- 
dorf at Uhy/f, with a fhort vifit; and fiom thence purfued 
his journcy to Nic/ty. 


§ 199. 


Niesky was built for Bohemian colonifts, according to 

§ 113: but moft of them were removed to Beilin. Since 
the year 1751, fevera! German Brethien, from Herrnhaag 
and other places, had refcrted hither; and by thi, as alfo 
by placing part of the children’s ceconomy here, the means 
of a livelihood, and the enl.uigcment of the place, were 
greatly promoted. The meetings, before thus, had been held 
in the Bohemian language, but now they were held, alter- 
nately, in German and Bohemian. Out of Jove to the 
Bohemians, fome tutors in the childicn’s ceconomy learned 
their language, and laboued afterwards among them and the 
*Vandals with blefling. Since the publication of the edict 
of the elector of Saxony, in the year 1750, confirming the 
privileges of the Brethren, the congregation of Niefky began 
not only to have the holy communion, by the miniftration 
of an ordained Biother, for themfelves alone ; whereas be- 
fore they went to the communion to Herrnhut or Berthold{- 
dorf: but, in the ycar 17,2, the often-mentioned Arvid 
Grad baptized, in the munion-houfe at Trebus, the new- 
born 
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born fon of the fteward of ‘the manor; whereas, before 
this time, baptifm was adminiftered by a neighbouring 
clergyman. The min:fter and the patrons of the adjoining 
parith of Haynichen, to which Trebus belongs, complained 
of this baptifm, as an encroachment on the parochial mghts 
of their church, and, befides, attempted to include the co- 
lonifts at Niefky within the limits of the fame parifh, be- 
caufe they lived on the land belonging to their parifh- hamlet 
Trebus. The kine’s privy council interpofed, and iffued 
an order, that this affair fhould be anucably adjufted by mu- 
tual agreement, which was accordingly effected before the 
high court of judicature at Budtffin, in the year 1752; by 
virtue of which, the patrons of the church and the minifter 
relinquifhed their aflerted right over the Brethren’s colony 
at Niefky, and alfo over the Brethren dwelling in the mane 
fion-houfe at Trebus, for a certain fum patd once for all 
to the church, and thus Niefky obtained the privilege of 
having its own proper minifter, 

The ordinary ftaid a week at this place, held conferences 
with the labourers, rejoiced the congregation, the different 
choirs, and the children, with edifying homiltes, and, June 
the 2d, proceeded on his journey to Herrnhut. 


§ 200. 


HERRNHUT was very much increafed, fince the year 
1751, in the number of its inhabitants, who had begun fe~ 
veral ufeful trades, by which a fhare of their work and a 
means of livelihood extended to the adjacent villages. The 
place enjoyed all defirable favour, protection, and further= 
ance from government. About this time, Herrnhut began 
to be much taken notice of, and confidered in another 
light than it had been hitherto; to which the ceconomies 
of children, that were remdved out of Wetteravia to this 

place, 
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place, and to thefe parts, cdntributed greatly. Families of 
high rank, and other eminent perfons in church and ftate, 
both from the neighbourhood, and from diftant countries, 
‘ifited this once fo defamed place, with a view to become 
acquainted with the inward and outward conftitution of it. 
This not only furnithed the inhabitants with work ; but there 
is alfo good ground to believe, that moft of thefe vifitants 
went away with a good impreffion, which was blefled to 
their own fouls, and which fome of them {fpread in their 
own places, And, in truth, amidft the many defe@ts and 
infirmities which were evident here and there, this was a 
truly bleffed time in the congregation, This made the re~ 
fidence here very agreeable to the inhabitants ; and yet they 
ftood prepared to relinquifh even this commodious fituation, 
the moment they knew that they could ferve their Lord 
and Saviour in other places among Chriftians or Heathens. 
When any went, their places were foon, and commonly 
doubly, fupplied, which obliged them conftantly to build 
more houfes. Accordingly, in the year 1755 alone, fome 
new family-houfes and workfhops were built. The fingle 
Brethren were under a neceffity again to enlarge their houfe, 
and build a new wing; and the fingle Sifters, who had hi- 
therto lived inconveniently in feveral contiguous houfes, 
laid the foundation-ftone of a fpacious choir-houfe. 

‘The ordinary had always been dubious what effects the 
great growth of the congregation-fettlements might have, 
But when he faw fo many lovely and bleffed confequences 
arifing from thence in this and im other congregations, fince 
the commiffion at Grofs Henne: fdorf, and particularly during 
the laft four years of his abfence, he was excited to acknow~ 
ledge and praife, alfo in this, the work of God. But yct, this 
progrefs made him fo much the more vigtlane and zealous, 
to proteft with earneftnefs againft every thing irregular, and 
to Jabour, in concert with the apoftle Paul, in his difcourfes 
addreffed to the congregation and the choirs, that a chafte 
virgin might be prefented to Chnift. To-this end, he held 

frequent 
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frequent conferences with the labourers, both of this and 
other congregations, who came on a vilit from time to time, 
concerning the ftate of their places, and confidered with 
them, before the Lord, how matters might be beft forward- 
ed in the whole and in the parts. 

I am enabled to give an account of the ordinary’s tran@ 
aétions on this and other vifits, which foon followed in the 
congregations, with the more authenticity, as I attended 
him, heard all his difcourfes, and took them down, in order 
to their being communicated to other congregations, and 
to the Heathen-mifhionaries, 


§ 201. 


Tue ordinary beftowed, in particular, much labour upoa 
the children’s ceconomies, which, during his refidence ia 
England, were tranfplanted from Wetteravia to Upper Lu- 
fatia, by way of Eberfdorf and Barby, where two diviftons 
of them ftaid for fome time ; together with fome children of 
labourers and pilgrims, from Holland and other places. 
The ceconomy of boys was diftributed in Niefky, Uhy/f, and 
Grofs Hennerfdorf, and that of girls was fettled at Herrnhut. 
Here was, bcfides, a fchoul eftablifhed for the boys, and 
another for the girls, whofe parents lived in the place. 
Buc this fituation of the ceconomies was found inconve- 
ment in feveral re(pects; for which reafon the aeconumy at 
Nicfky was, in the year 1756, removed to Hennerfdorf, and 
joined to that already there ; and the ceconomy at Uhyft was 
tranfplanted to Niefky. 

The ordinary frequently vifited thefe ceconomies, made 
feparate collections of {cripture-texts for the ufe of the. 
children, after the model of the datly words, containing a 
text for every day in the year; on which he, from time to 
tume, delivered D1fcourfes to the Children. hele difcourtfes 
were fo diftinguithed by their fimplicity, plainnefs, and fo- 
lidity, that they were read with great pleafure im the other 

congregations, 
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congregations, and therefore printed. He alfo compofed -a 
little Hymn-book for the Children, of fhort fele& verfes out 
of ancient and new hymns. He often held them finging- 
meetings, and, when they hada love-feaft, which was com- 
monly on Saturday, he ufed to catechife them 1n finging. 
The method of this was, that he fane a line or two of a 
verfe turned into a queftion, and the children fang the re- 
tnainder by way otf anfwer, Sometimes they themfelves 
deld the finging-meeting with well-conncéted verfes ; and 
this too they often did at their work, or in their walks, 
Perfons that had an opportunity of attending fuch meetings, 
(and often large companies of ftrangers, who were there on 
a vifit, preffed an) knew not which to admire moft, the 
promptnefs of the children, the melody of their voices, the 
connexion of the fubjects, (by which generally the text of 
the day was iluftrated in finging) their order, fercnity, and 
devotion, or the chearful and heavenly look of their coun- 
tenances. At the fame time it was fenfibly felr, shat God 
was in the midft of them, and perfected his praife out of 
the mouth of babes. 


§ 202. 


Bur J muft mention a fifth ceconomy, which was fettled 
at Barby, As early asthe year 1749, the Sennary of the 
Brethren was tranfplanted from Marienborn hither, together 
with the company of writers, who had the charge of copying 
the accounts of the progrefs of the work of God through 
the fervice of the Brethren, and the homilics of the ordi« 
nary, which were fent to the congregations and miffions. 
Since that time, the feminary had not received fuch a fupply 
of ftudents from the univerfities, as before, Hence it be- 
came neceflary to think of training up young people from 
the congregations for their future fervice. The youths 
of birth and condition, who ftudied in the Padagogium, 
multiplied, and grew apace. Some were fent to uni- 
verfities; but the iflue was not agreeable with refpedt to 
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fevera] of them; fo that the Brethren dreaded the fame 
detriment, which the ancient Brethren in Bohemia and Mo- 
ravia had lamented, and which had induced them to alter 
the old method of having their youth firft privately inftruct+ 
ed by minifters, and then fending them to univerfities ; 
and to erect fchools of therrown*. For thefe and other 
reafons, in the year 1754, an "Academy, or College, was in- 
ftituted at Barby for fludents from the congregations of the 
Brethren, in which they werc inftructed in the moft effen- 
tial parts of divinity, the law, and phyfic, and perfected in 
Janguages, mathematics, and other ufeful fciences,' After 
the completion of their ftudies, ir was fubmuitted to their 
parents or guardians, whether they would fend them to 
other univirfities, or upon travels to other countries; and, 
in this cafe, due care was taken, that they might be under the 
conduét of fome experienced Brother, and that they might 
be fent to fuch places, where the aim of fuch travels might 
be obtained with the leaft expence, and, if pofhible, with- 
out ony detriment to their fouls, 

The ordinary vifited this inftitution the firft time in 
Odtober of the year 1755. He was pleafed with the regu- 
lations, conferred with the tutors, faw and {poke with ali 
the members of it, and held them feveral difcourfes. Some 
of the ftudents were received as acoluths of the church of 
the Brethren. Many Brethren and friends, from the parts 
adjacent, embraced this opportunity of vifiting here, and at- 
tended with bleffing the difcourfes, which the ordinary 
delivered to the congregation, and the fermons in the cha- 
pel of the palace, preached by the chaplain, Gottfried Clemens, 
and by one or another clergyman, being there ona vifit. 
This congregation, indeed, was yet very fmall; but its 
peaczful ftilnefe, and the good order with which the frequent 
vifits of friends around was conducted, made the ordinary’s 
abode here very agreeable to nim. 


* See the dactent Hiftory of the L.cthren, § 37. 
I mutt 
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I mult fill mention, that the princefs of Anhalt Zerb/ty 
mother of the then grand-duchefs, prefent emprefs of Ruffiay 
feveral times honoured the college at Earby with her vifits, 
and expreffed her fatisfaction and approbation. 


§ 203. 

THE ordinary, after his ‘return to Upper Lufatia, took 
wp his abode in the firft houfe he had built at Bertholdfdorf, 
which he called, Bethel. This houfe was therefore agreeable 
to him, becaufe the ceconomy of grace in the renewed 
Unity of the Brethren was, in fome meafure, firft begun in 
it; and on account of the blefled mectings, in which he 
formerly repeated the fermons of the Rev. Mr, Rothe, and 
the firft conferences held with the Moravian Brethren, for 
removing the diffentions which arofe among them in the 
beginning, and uniting their hearts. (47, and 15.) Many of 
his fubjects had attained to the knowledge of falvation, and 
fome of them were employed in the feryice of God among 
Chriftians and Heathens. Here he, and fome affiftants, 
laboured affiduoufly for the benefit of the congregations of 
the Brethren. He vifited frequently at Herrnhut aud Hen- 
nerfdorf, delivered homilies to the congregation, the choirs, 
and the children, and made a regulation, that all the inha- 
bitants of Herrnhut might attend his family-meetings in 
certain divifions. As the people of Bertholdfdort often 
exprefled a defire to hear fome difcourfes from their former 
lord, whofe Jabours had redounded to the bleffing of fo many 
fouls among Chriftians and Heathens, to which (as they 
expreffed it) they had a prior mght; he, therefore, every 
Sunday evening, delivered a difcourfe to them, at which 
they eagerly attended. ‘Thefe are the piinted homilies, 
well known in Germany by the name of, The Bertheldfdorf- 
Difcourfes, and which have been read with much bleffing, 
both in the Brethren’s congregations, and by others. 

There live many Brethren in this village, part of whom 
removed hither from Herrnhut, on acconnt of the circum- 
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Rtances of their familics, part came, from other places to 
enjoy liberty of confciepce here, and part were woh by the 
blefféd preaching of the gofpel in the parifh-church. for the 
ordinary and his confort had been folicitous from the begine 
ning to provide their vaffals wich fuch minifters as might 
build them up in dodtrine and practice, and to appoint fuch 
ftewards and bailiffs, as would not obitrugt, but promote, 
their converfion. They paid particular attention to the 
awakened people among their vaffals, and kept certain 
Brethren to be affiftants to the mintfler sn the fpiritual care 
of their own and their chilaren’s fouls. 


§ 204. 


FAITHFUL minifters had not been wanting hkewife in 
other places in Upper Lufatia, for a long time paft, whofe 
labours produced fruit here and there. Soon after Herrn- 
hut was begun, the evangelical fermons of Mr, Rothe at 
Bertholdfdorf were followed by mulutudes from almoft all 
the furrounding places far and near, and many ‘of the 
hearers went from the preaching there to Herrnhut to be at 
the Brethren’s meetings alfo. (§ 7, and 21.) By thefe 
means, a great number of awakencd were found, many 
of whom joincd themfelves to the congiegation at Herrnhut, 
and were led on by the counfel and care of the Brethren. 
Indeed, in the fubfequent yeurs, they fell into many parties, 
and the love of many waxed cold, But, about the ygar 1750, 
the greateft part recovered themfelvesy and their, pumber 
increafed, partly through the labours of certain minifters, 
who publithed the gofpel in their pulpxts with grace and 
power, and partly by the encouragement of certain lords of 
manors, who had aa acqua‘ntance with the Brethren. Thefe 
minifters fet on foot a conference with fome learned and expe- 
rienced Brethren of Hersnhut, which was held the firft time at 
Berthold {dorf in the year 1754, and bas becn continyed ever 
fince at Hetrnbut with much bleding. They commanicated 
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to each other an account of the ftate of the work of God in 
their congregations, which were mottly very numerous, and 
imparted to one another their mutual good counfel, for 
the furtherance of it. Many hundred awakened people of 
their parithes, and from other places, expreffed an earneft 
defire to have a clofe: connexion with the Brethien. Al- 
moft every Sunday, Herrnhut was filled with fuch as came 
to attend the meetings, and to converfe with the Brethren 
about the ftate of their own fouls, and of thofe belonging 
to them. Many attempted to procure their freedom from 
their lords, and leave from the Brethren to move to Herrn- 
fit. In order to prevent the greateft part of them from 
taking thefe fteps, and yet to fatisfy them, in fome meafure, 
in another way, tt was thought proper to make a regulation 
among them, that they fhould not, as hitherto had been the 
cafe almoft every Sunaay, come to Herrnhut, often in 
very great numbers, which might give room far umbrage, 
diforder, and diffatisfaction ; but only at certair, times, and 
in appoinged companies, in fmaller numbers. They were 
to have their own meetings; and fome Brethren were no- 
minated, with whom they might converfe more parucularly. 
But, that they might have fome opportunity for private 
edification in their own places, they were advifed, with 
the approbation of their lords and minifters, who were in 
connexion with the congregation of the Brethren, to come 
together, in fmall companies, on certain days, after their 
work was finifhed, to fing and pray together, to read the 
Bible and other profitable books, to converfe of the ftate of 
their hearts, and to comfort and encourage one another ; 
but not to meddle with explaining the fcriptures, and pro- 
pounding their private opinions, which often genders ftrife. 
At the fame time, they were exhorted, with earneftnefs as 
well as love, to behave themfelves as dutiful fubjeCts, faith- 
ful adherents to their religion, and orderly and diligent 
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members of fociety ; that fo their walk, more than their 
words, might provoke others to faith and good works 
A fundamental maxim of the Brethren in this regu- 
lation, and others of the kind, was, that all thofe, who 
would have any fellowfhip with them, fhould keep re- 
gularly to their churches and the facraments ; and if, per- 
haps, the minifters of their places were prejudiced againft 
the Brethren’s congregation, they fhould, neverthelefs, live 
in love and peace with them. Therefore, the Brethren 
would have nothing to do with fuch as raifed contentions or 
other diforders, or wére not willing to be put to rights, and 
to alter their principles. The fame brotherly advice and 
exhortation was given to all the difperfed Brethren and 
friends every where. For, in almoft all the Proteftant 
countries in Germany and elfewhere, yea, even in fome 
kingdoms where the Proteftants are only tolerated, or are 
even under oppreffion, there were fome, and in many places 
great numbers of, awakened fouls, who availed themfelves 
of the counfel and affiftance of the Brethren In moft 
Countries there was no want of minifters in the Lutheran 
and Reformed churches, wlio carried on the work of God 
in fellowthip with the Brethren, and maintained a friendly 
correfpondence with them. Almoft every congregation of the 
Brethren had fuch minifters in their neighbourhood. With 
thefe divines, confultations were held, how it might be beft to 
treat the awakened, fo that they could enjoy all due fpiritual 
care and edification in their own places, and all untimely 
inclination of removing to the congregations of the Brethren 
might be prevented. 

This regulation was very acceptable to the awakened, and 
greatly bleffed in its confequences. It had alfo this good 
effet, that many of their neighbours were incited to a more 
conftant attendance upon divine fervice, and were fond of 
going to the hoby communion at the fame time with them 5 
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yea, many were converted with ‘their whole hearts «nto 
God. By thefe fteps, the unfeigned good inclinations of 
the Brethren towards the Proseftane church became unde- 
niably manifeft to all who would not be wilfully blind; the 
immoderate defire of many, to live in congregation -places, 
was fupprefled; and the upright intention of the Brethren 
to fupport and promote the work of God in the Proteftaat 
religions, was happily fuccefsful, to the fatisfadion and 
encouragement of many fatthful and blefled miniftcrs in thefe 
churches, 


§ 205. 


Tue bencfit which the choirs of fingle Brethren, in all 
the congregations, had reaped from the fynodal conferences 
which the ordinary had held in Lindfey-houfe with the la- 
bourers of thefe choirs, foon after the deccafe of his fon, in 
the year 1752, induced him to continue the fume kind of 
conferences with them ae Herrnhut. One confequence of 
it was, that many Brethren, and efpecially the rifing youth, 
laid the ftate of their hearts before him in writing, upon 
which he fpoke with them. This enabled him to render 
the ufual choir-homilies, much bleffed hitherto, ftill more 
folid and practical. Such conferences he alfo held yn the 
year 1755, with thofe Sifters who had the charge of the 
choir of fingle Sifters at Herrnhut, and thofe prefent from 
other congregations, and continued them in 1756, Heene 
tered again, in general, during his abode at Herrnhut this 
time, more deeply into the internal labour in the congrega- 
tion, which he had long defired; and employed himfelf, 
more than heretofore, with the more {pecial care of the mar- 
ried people, the widowers, and the widows choirs. During 
his abfence, the widowers had built, in 1753, a fpacious 
choir-houfe next to that of the fingle Brethren, and regu 
lated every thing very conveniently init, ‘The widows had 
hitherto dwelt in fome houfes which were laid together ; 
but sa too numerous for their habitation, he helped 
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them, 1n 1759, to ere& a new and more fpacious choir- 
houfe. He held, both to the widowers and widows ree 
{petively, choir-homilies, to their comfort and edifica- 
tion. He made a regulation, that he, or, in his abfence, 
fome other labourer of the congregation, fhould devote fome 
part of one day in the week toevery choir, which was called, 
Lhe Chor -day , and, whereas before, the homilies to the choirs 
were all held on Sundays, one after another, which was very 
fatiguing, now a difcouile was delivered to each choir on 
its proper day, and confultations were held with the labour- 
ers of it concerning their inward and outward ftate. He, 
afterwards, compofed particular litanies for the feveral 
choirs ; and thefe litanies were fung, and choir-homilies 
held alternately on the choir-days. Thefe regulations were 
productive of many bleflings, 


§ 206. 


Tue ordinary found, at Herrnhut, and in other congrega- 
tions, many Moravians, who, fince the firft emigration, 
(which had moftly ceafed fince 1734,) had taken the oppor- 
tunity of the war in Silcfia and Bohemia, to leave their 
country, between the years 1741 and 1745. He believed, 
that God had not brought the pofterty of the ancient Bre- 
tbren out of their native country mciely to enjoy their own 
falvation ; but that, dilregarding all temporal conveniences, 
they fhould ferve him in his kingdom. They had already 
ventured, in faith, to take aftonrfhing things in hand, and’ 
God had made ufe of their fervice to the falvation of many’ 
hundred fouls. Moft of the Heathen-miffions had either 
been begun, or carried on, by Moravian Brethren. The rem- 
nant of the Moravian Brethren, their pofterity, and thofe 
who emigrated fince, amounted to feveral hundred fouls, 
The ordinary wifhed, that they might zealoufly emulate the 
faith and apoftdlic courage of their parents and predeceffors, 
arid not eitangile theshfelves with the affairs of this life, nor 
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pléafe themfelves in the conveniences to which they had not 
been accuftomed, and which might difqualify them for the 
fervice of the kingdom of God. About thefe things he was 
dgfirous of fpeaking fully with them. To this end, be 
called together the Jabourers of the Moravian nation, and 
conferred with them about the prefent ftate of their ecple: 
through whom the whole Unity of the Brethren had received 
their right to their church-conftitution apd the epifcopal 
ordination, At the conclufion, he held to all preient, that 
were natives of Moravia, or their dcfcendents, fome dif- 
courfes feafoned with falt and fweetened with love. His 
aim was, to renew in them the fame mind which he once 
exprefled in a birth-day ode made for a certain Moravian la- 
bourer, to this purpofe: 


© Have freely giv’n to Jefus heart and hand, 


4¢ The Brethren, coming from Moravia’s land, 
“ To yreld him joy, and be at his command.” } 


Thefe conferences with the Moravian labourers were held 
in Auguft 1755, and continued in May 1756, and were at~ 
tended with blefled confequences for their own fouls, and 
for the fervice of Jefus among Chriftians and Heathens. 


§ 207. 


By thefe means, and the above-mentioned conferences 
with the labourers of feveral choirs, and other converfations 
with them, preparation was made for a general fynod of 
the church of the Brethren, to which fome deputies came 
to Herrnhut from all the congregations, and alfe from 
Amenica, in the {pring of the year 1756. One of the firft 
tranfa€lions of 1t was on the rathof May. On that day, 
in the year 1724, the houfe was begun to be built, in 
which afterwards was the meetingehall, or chapel of the 
congregation at Herrnhut; (§ 10.) and now the founda- 
tion-ftone of & new meeting-hal) was laid, after the former, 

within 
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within the {pace of thirty-two years, had been four times 
enlarged, and always proved too fmal] again. The fynod 
itfelf was chiefly held at Bethel, and lafted from the gth of 
June tothe sth of July. But it was interrupted a few 
days by the deceale of lady Erdmuth Dorcthea, countefs of 
Zinzendorf and Pottendorf, by bitth countets of Reufs, &c. a 
faithful and blcfled nurfing-mother of the church of the 
Brethren. She entered foftly and happily into the joy 
of her Lord, after a fhort ficknefs, on the 19th of 
June 1756. Her venerable remains were attended to their 
refting-place, in the burying-ground on the Hutberg, (§ 21.) 
by the affembled bifhops, munifters, and fervants of the 
church of the Brethren. The noble character of this wife, 
faithful, and univerfally approved handmaid of Jefus, the 
remarkable occurrences of her life, and her manifold 
bleffed Jabour in the kingdom of God, and particularly 
in the church of the Brethren, will be more properly infert- 
ed inthe Memuirs of the life of her confort, who, fince then, 
is alfo happily departed. 

At this fynod the doctrine and conftitution of the church 
of the Brethren, the inward ftate of the congregations and 
their chous, of the ceconomies, miffions, and colonies, and 
the outward cecanomical ftare, were taken into mature cone 
fideration. Preparatory to this, a conference of revifion was 
held, in July 1755, at Taubenberm, not far from Herrnhut, 
Ic was refolved at this fynod, agreeably to a with the ordis 
nary had entertained for many years, to conftitute a Depart= 
ment for the Infpeciion and Diretiion of the Church of the 
Brethren, in all its Branches, which was accordingly broughe 


to-bear in the year 1757. 
§ 208, 


Amonc others, deputies were prefent from the Bohemiari 
Brethren'’s congregations at Rerlin and Rueckjdorf. They 
Jaid before :the fynod an hiftorical account, drawn up by. 
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their minifter, Zacharias Gelinek, ftom the verbal and written 
relations of the members of his congiegation, fhowing, that 
they were the pofterity of the ancient Bohetnian Bretbren ; 
that the major part of them came from the diftndt of Lititz, 
the firft feat of the Unity; (§ 14.) that, fince their emi- 
gration, they had been in fellowfhip with the Moravian Bre- 
thren, and acknowledged in this character by a Royal com- 
muiffion in the year 1747. (§ 43) 445 455 77s 113, L145 164.) 
Since then, they had continued their divine fervice and regu- 
Jations in ftilnefs and good order, and had been countenanced 
in it by their former minifter, Augufiin Schulz, and protect- 
ed by the patrons of the Bohemian nation at Berlin. Having 
been much increafed, and the meeting-place they had ufed 
hitherto, now being too fmall, they bought a fpacious houfe 
in William-ftreet, and fitted part of it for 2 meeting-hall, 
which was confecrated, on the 26th of September, 1751, by 
the Rev. Mr. Schulz. He, according to an agreement with 
the ordinary, (§114.) adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to the 
German and Bohemian Brethren in the hofpital-church of 
St. Gertrude, and baptized the Bohemian children in the 
Brethren’s meeting-hall. On the 15th of April 1752, this 
faithful and blefled minifter entered into the joy of his 
Lord, having ferved the Bohemian Brethren in the gofpel 
twenty-four years, and kept up thet fellowfhip with the 
Moravian Brethren. Agreeably to a declaration made to the 
Royal commiffion, they now applied to the Unity of the 
Brethren, and dcfired them to give them a munitter, as the 
late Mr. Schulz had advifed them, The ordinary made other 
propofals to thom ~~ But not finding them feafible, they, by 
the advice of ane of the king’s cabinet-counfellors, with 
whom they treated this affair, gave a call to the deacon 
Zacharias Gelinehk, or Hirjcbel, to be their miner, having 
been, for fome years, the fate Auguftin Schulz’s affiftant 
with blefing, This choice was appraved by the Hrethren. 
Their numbers multiplied from year to year, partly by 
emigrants coming duecétly from Bohemia and Moravia, 
partly 
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partly by others, who went to Berlin from Silefias to which 
country, during the war in 1741 and 1742, great numbers 
had filed from their native country. In Aue/fds-f alfo, the 
flock being grown too numerous for the meeting-hall, they, 
by permiffion of the king, built a large houfe for a {chook 
for boys; in which, by order of the king, they were aflift- 
ed by the board of war and finances with materials for 
building. In this houfe they built allo a fpacious chapel, 
which was confecrated on the 7th of April 1754. 

Thefe' two Bohemian congregations having thus wholly 
joined theméclves to the Unity of the bicthren, it was chought 
proper at this fynod, now to grant them all the pnvileges 
of the Brethren’s church = In this view, at the clofe of the 
fynod, Andrew Grafmann was corfecrated a bifhop for the 
Bohemian branch of the church of the Brethren, 


§ 2¢9. 


Soon afte: this fynod, a war broke out in Germany, 
which had long been carried on at fea, and in America. It 
foon {prcad iticlf into al] thofe parts whcre congregations 
of the Brethren were fettled. — It feemed as if Divine Proe 
vidence intuudid to prepare them jor the manifold dangers 
and diiticfcs that awaited them, but, at the fame ume, to 
encourage them to repofe a child-like conhdence in the Lord 
of hofts, For, on the very day when the firft troops were 
feen on their march in Saxony and Silefia at the fame time, 
the teat for the day was, /7’hen ye fhall hear of wars and com- 
motions, be not terrified, (Luke xx: g ) 

“© As children well attended, 
*¢ And with all care defended.” 


All the congregations in Germany and in Amcrica were 
molefted by this war in various ways, and moft of them to 
a very high degree fuftaine’ great lofs and damage, ‘The 
congregaiions in Holland, England, and Ireland alone con- 
tinued in peace, excepting a fhort alarm in the North of 
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Ireland, at the landing of fome French troops. The con- 
gregations in Saxony and Silefia (uffered moft. For though 
the greateft part of them were favoured with protections, or 
fafeguards, from the generals of both the oppofite armies 5 
yet the calamities, which are the natural concomitants of 
war, could not be avoided, how willing foever the com- 
manders in chief were to avert them. Often were they 
filled with painful anxiety, at the grievous circumftances at- 
tending the frequent marches of both armies from Bohemia 
to Saxony and Silefia; at their encampments near Herrnhut 
and around Gnadenberg, for feveral days; at both which 
places they were in perpetual apprehenfion of a battle , at the 
marches of numerous bodies of troops through their places, 
their foraging, and exacting provifions and contributions, 
by which many eftates were almoft totally ftripped ; and at 
¢he dangerous movements of the armies in Silefia and Upper 
Lufatia; but more particularly at fo many battles and fieges 
in the neighbourhood of the Brethren’s congregations. 
Thefe complicated perils and diftreffcs brought the Brethren 
prefent into great anxiety, and thofe abfent into great foltci- 
tude with refpec&t to the Brethren over whom fucn dangers 
hung. 

But it would be too tedious, nor is it my defign, to par- 
ticularize all the troubles and diftreffes which, during this 
war, have befallen the Brethren at Gnadenfrey, Gnadenberg, 
and Newjfalz, in Silefia, {wh.ch laft place, as we thal! fee 
hereafter, was entirely deftroyed and burnt) alfo Herrnbut, 
Niefky, Klein Welke, and the eftates belonging to individual 
members of the congregations in Upper Lufatia; Itkewife 
Barby, Berlin and Ruek/dorf, Eberfdorf and New Dieten- 
dorf, Marienborn and New Wied. We will referve the 
moft memorable events till we come to the end of the war, 
and then render our praifes to our heavenly father for his 
marvellous help, protection, and deliverances 
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§ 210. 


Durine this war, the o-dinary took feveral journeys to 
the congregations, and paifed every where without much 
difficulty, In autumn of 1756 he made a vifit to Barby, 
and at the end of the year returned to Herrnbut, by the 
way of Nicky. In the year 1757, he vifited the three 
Congregations in Silefa, which he had not feen for feven 
years. TThefe congregations were not hindered in their 
growth amidft all the troubles of war, and brought their 
trades into better order, which gave great fatisfaction to the 
fupreme and inferior magiftrates. It was even obferved at 
different times, that the king, on his journeys through Newe 
Jalz, fuowed a particular pleafure a: this fettlement. 

Among the Bohemians, who came to Silefia in the years 
1741 and 1742 *, there had bcen fome emotions at fundry 
times, giving rife to varrous kinds of fanaticifm and diforder, 
which fome would have laid to the charge of the Brethren, 
though they had not, hitherto, had the leaft acquaintance 
with them. Thefe Bohemians had rather been warned to 
beware of the Brethren, and had been prejudiced againft 
them by various falfe infinuations. But fince that time, 
fome of them, having fuught for the Brethren at Gnadenfrey, 
reqpiefted to be taken under their care, 2nd, according to 
the right which they claimed to the Unity of the Brethren, 
defired that they would fend them minifters, or elfe appoint 
them a {pot for a fettlement, in the neighbourhood of one of 
their congregations. But the congregation at Gnadenfrey 
could not accommodate them, as they defired, on account 
of the difference of their language ; and therefore referred 


* Since that time, they hive built the following places: Huf- 
finez and Podsebrad, near Sirehlen, Frederic's Graez, near Op= 
peln, aod Fredersc’s Tabor and Zifka, near Wartenberg. Some 
of them went to Berin, and fetried, with the Bohemians who 
were there before, at Séocaberz, near Berlin, at Nowe Wes, near 
Porldam, at Scboentinde and Fredersc’'s Hagen, near Koepenik. 


them 
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them to the Bohemian Brethren’s congregation at Ber/w. 
Tnhefe fent deputies te vifit them, the firft time in the year 
1754, and continued fo to do feveral times afterwards. In 
procefe of time they attempted to build a place-for them- 
{clyes. But as they could not effect it, fome of them re- 
moved to Berlin and Rack/dorf, and now are joined to this 
congregation of Bohemian Brethren. The tefidue are ftill 
waiting for the Brethren to take ther under their more {pe- 
cial care; but the Brethren have not as yet been enabled to 
gratify them in the manne they wath, 


§ arr. 


Towarps autumn of 1757, the ordinary made a jour- 
ney to Switzerand, by way of Barby and Martentarn. 
This laft place, which has been repeatedly mentioned, where 
the ordinary had refided foe years with his houfchold, and 
where the feat of the Brethren’s {eminary had been, was 
reduced, fince the emigration from Herrnhaag in the year 
3753» toa few families, befides the Brethren required for 
the farm. They were favoured with the kind patronage of 
the iltuftrsous houfe of the count of Yfenburg Mecrholz, the 
territorial lord. They continued, in therr degree, the fame 
congregation-regulations, as had been before made at Marsi- 
enborn; and had many vifits from the parts adjacent, and 
many hearers at the preaching. They had various difficul- 
ties to encounter during the war, and efpecially before and 
after the battle ot Bergen in 1759, when this palace was the 
head-quarters of the allied army for fome days: but were. 
gracioully preferved amidft all thefe circumftances, and en- 
joyed much friendfhip and kindnefs from the officers of both 
armies. 

Frem hence, the ordinary continued his journey by way 
of Heidelberg and Bafil, to Adoatmirail on the lake of Neu- 
burg. Here he found, at che houfe of Baron De atteville, 
fenior, a company of, friends from Switzerland and the 
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Grifons, who were defirous of a nearer acquaintance witn 
him. He had fome private converfations with them, and 
held them fundry difcourfes, in which he endeavoured to 
incite, and to inftruét them, how they might enjoy the fal- 
vation which Jefus has purchafed for us, in therr religion, 
and in their outward calling, walking according to the 
mind of Chrift; moreover, how they might be an edifica- 
tion to their netghbours and fellow-citizens, by a faithful 
obfervance of their civil duties; as alfo how to adorn their 
religion, and affift in preventing its decay, by a fincere and 
unaffected devotion in the church, purfuant to the example 
of our Saviour and his diulciples. Thefe difcourfes, and 
fome others, were printed in German under this title: 
Sundry Difcourfes of the Ordinary of the Brethren, delivered 
mofily on bis Fourneys in the Year 1757. 

From Montmutrail, he made a vifit to Geneva; and return- 
ed to Germany by way of Bern, Arau, Bafil, and Schafhaue 
fen, through the duchy of Wuertenberg, and arrived to= 
wards Chriftmas at Eberfdorf, with a fevere diforder upon 
him. 


§ 212. 


Av Eberfdorf he paid fome attention to his ficknefs, and 
yet continued his labour for the benefit of this and other 
congregations. It was particularly recommended to the 
labourers here to do their utmoft for the furtherance of the 
fettlement at New Dietendorf; fince the duke of Gotha had 
expreffed his fatisfaction at the beginning of it, promifing 
his afiftance, if they would build, and begin fuch ufeful 
trades and inftitutions here, as they had if other congrega- 
tron-places. Upon this, the fingle Brethren, in the year 
1758, made the beginning of building achoir-houfe, which 
foon afforded more employment, and brought more inhabit- 
ants from iar and near, who were encouraged by fome 
gracious vilits of their fovereign and his court, and by the 

feveral 
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feveral departments of government, to proceed in the en- 
largement of this fettlement. 

The ordinary went from Eberfdorf back to Herrnbut, and 
there adjufted a pcrpetual agreemert, under the direction of 
the jurifdiStion of the manor, between the congregation at 
Herrnbut and the parith of Bertholdfdorf, with refpe& to 
their mutual rights, and particularly the parochial fees. 
Here I will mention that, in the fpring of the year 1760, 
the Rev, Paul Groh, who fucceeded the Rev. Mr. Shildng 
at Berthold(dorf in 1744, departed this life, and the Rev. 
Henry Fobn Boettiger, of Trebes in Vogtland, was prefented 
to the living. 

In the month of February 1758, fome fynodal confer- 
ences were held in the manor-houfe of Trebus, and in May, 
at Herrnhut; at the clofe of which, feveral prefbyters and 
deacons were ordained, and Fobn Nitfehmann, a Moravian, 
and Nathanael Seidel, who had lately held a vifitation of the 
miffions in America, were confecrated bifheps. 

The fame year, in the fummer, the ordinary affifted at a 
Sileitan provincial fynod at New/alz Soon after, he travelled, 
by way of Barby, to Holland, and, after a fhort abode at 
Zeifi, fixed his habitation at the houfe, HeerendyZ, near 
Yfelfein. For the furtherance of the building of Zeift, a 
perpetual leafe was, in the year 1755, procured by the or- 
dinary from the lord of the manor to the congregation. This 
congregation continued to increafe, and was vifited by many 
from far and near. Among others, the Jews came in great 
numbers to hear the Rev. Samuel Liebertuehn, who was the 
minifter here. He, out of love to them, had formerly lived 
at Amfterdam, aad ftill frequently vifited them ; and they, 
out of a particular regard for him, ufed to call him, Rabbi 
Schmuel. There were feen fome traces which gave room to 
believe, that thefe endeavours left fome bleffed impreffions 
upon them. About the lame time, a baptized Jew of Herrn- 
hut made a vifit in Poland and Prufia, to fee what ground 

there 
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there was .in the report of a ftir among the Jews, and of 
their having declared themfelves in favour of the Chriftian 
religion. But it was found that the hour of their vifitation 
was not yet come. 


§ 213. 


In Auguft 1759, the ordinary went from Holland to 
New Wied, to take a view of the progrefs made in the efta~ 
blifhment of this congregation, and to give them his advice. 
‘The reigning count, in purfuance of the conference he had 
with the ordinary, mentiuned in § 196, had given a new and 
more ample grant of privileges to the French colony here, 
dated the 31ft of January, 1756. After this, feveral perfons 
had reforted hither from other places, and the fingle Brethren 
had begun fundry ufeful trades. This colony undertook to 
build a fquare adjoining to the city. In December, 1758, a 
congregation-houfe, containing the chapel, was confecrated. 
The congregation had increafed to an hundred perfons, and 
fifty more came the year following ; fo that the fingle Bre~ 
thren were, even then, under a neceffity of making an addi- 
tional building, and alfo of providing a dwelling for the 
ceconomy of boys The fingle Sifters alfo began to builda 
choir-houfe for themfelves, and the widows moved into one 
of the houfes already built. The reft of the honfes were 
fitted up for families, and fome were built The profperity 
of the trades vifibly increafed, fome of them being carried on 

remarkably dextrous artifts. The reigning count encou- 

Seca the extenfion of the buildings, and the eftablifhment 
fof profitable trades, and made a regulation between the city= 
police and magiftrates, and the congreyation of the Bre- 
thren. All this was done during the quartering of French 
troops in the city; which, indeed, was troublefome on the 
one hand; but, on the other, beneficial to the Brethren’s 
trades. Moreover, the Brethren here had an ufeful acquaint- 
ance and correfpondence with many minifters and friends in 

the 
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the Palatinate and Weftphalia, -in Switzerland, ra France, 
and qthér places. T'iefe were vifited from time to time, or 
came to partake of the bleffing of the Lord‘in the congrega- 
tion; fo that, what was formerly the intention with Herra- 
haag, a fettlement of a congregation-place of the Brethren, 
for the good of thofe of the Reformed Religion, was here 
gradually effected. Molt of the mbhabitants came trom 
Reformed countries: on which account the ordinary was 
defirous of procuring for them, as foon as poffible, a Re- 
formed minuter, who had been an ordained nunifter in 
office. He gave them his beft advice, held ufeful conferences 
with the labourers, and had interviews with many friends, 
vifiting here from far and near. He faw and {poke with 
mott of the members of the congregation feparately ; held 
impreffive difcourfes in the French and German languages, 
at fome of which the count and his family attended, and 
then returned to Zeifl, exceedingly pleafed with the colony 
at New Wied. 


§ 214. 


At Zeift he proceeded in the labour he had before begun, 
{poke with fuch members of that congregation as had open- 
ed to him their flate and circumftances in writing, and held 
bleffed difcourfes to the children and the refpective choirs, 
But he more particularly delivered many incomparable ho- 
milies to the congregation, occafioned by a chofen colleétion 
of {criptural texts, treating of the merits of the life cf 
Jefus, and of the fufferings he endured in his foul and, 
body; of the imputation and real experience thereof, for’ 
the remiffion and wafhing away of our fins, and for the 
fanctification of the human foul and body, of the mind of 
Chrift, and of our being made like unto him; of the joy 
in the Lord, and, in confequence, of the renouncing all 
thofe things which are unbgtaming a child of God ; of 
the life by the faith of te fon of God; of the faithfulnefs 

required 
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Yequired in all things, great or fmall; of th. continual com- 
munion with the Man of forrows; “(Ifa lin. 3.) in child 
Jike and confident converfe with him, and ina hiturgical 
walk before his eyes by day and night, amidft all the natural 
circumftances of human Jife, which are noc finful in them- 
felves, and fanétified by i.1s own hurian walk, and finally, 
of the entrance into the joy of the Lord, and our being at 
home with him for ever. “Thefe difcousfes were heard and 
received by the congregations with an uncommonly bleffed 
impreffion, and fome of them, by deure, read again more 
than once afterwards. 

In his own houfe he had conflantly fo many affiftants in his 
work, and fo many Jabourers on vilits from other congreza- 
tions, that 1¢ commonly had the appearance of a fynodab 
affembly. Thus, many conferences were held for the bene 
fit of the church of the Brethren in ecneral, and the fevcral 
congregations, colonies, and miffiuns in particular. Having 
difpatched the firft miffion to the La? sides, the account 
ot which, for the fake of the conacxton, wil te referved 
for the following Part,) he returned to Saxony, and, having 
paffed through Barby and Klein Welke, atrived at Herins 
‘hur, juft belore Chriftmas. 


§ 215. 
A FEw alterations are here to be mentioned, which hap- 
pened at Klein Welre. The eftite was purchafed, im the 
1756, by the countefs Reufi, by birth cnuntefs of 
"Promnitz, who gave fome land to the Vandal Brethren to 
build on =A brother from Herinhut, Niels Randi up, who 
fell fick there on nts yourney to Surinam, and departed this 
life, was the occafion of a burying-ground’s being lad out. 
The inhabitants increafed fo, that the mecting-hall in the 
manfion-houfe could no longer contain them. ‘1 hey, there- 
fore, built a conzgregation-houfe for their Jabourers to dwell 
in, and in it, a meeting-hall, which was opened, July the 
Hoh 2d, 
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ad, 1758, by a fermon. About this time, they obtained a4 
minifter, who preached to them in the Vandal language. 
The empty dwellings belonging to the manfion-houfe were 
given to fome fingle Brethren, who came to live at Klein 
Welke. Some fingie Sifters Itkewife had a feparate habita- 
tion affigned them; and both thefe choirs took the charge 
of the boys and girls refpeCtively, to inftrudt them both in 
learning and work. All this came to pafs during the war, the 
burthen of which fell very heavily upon Klein Welke ; they 
being more incommoded with the marching and quartering 
of troops, than other congregations, lofing thereby both 
their ftock of corn and of provender. However, they were 
preferved, in the moft dangerous circumftances, from devaft- 
ations by plundering and fire, which befel fome of their 
Brethren in the circumjacent villages, particularly at the 
battle of Hochkirch, when many families, that had been pil- 
laged and burnt out, fled deftitute and naked to Klein 
Welke, and found there fhelter and fupport. Amidft all 
this, the awakenings among the Vandals continued and in- 
creafed in many villages of Upper and Lowe: Lufatias and 
they were frequently vifited and encouraged by Brethren 
from Klein Welke. 


§ 216. 


Here we fhall be obliged to deviate a little from the 
order of time, and to revert to the alterations which occur 
red in the congregations out of Germany, and in the Cond: 
hies and miffions abroad, fince the year 1755. 

The ftate of the congregations in England and Ireland may 
beft be learned from an account of a vifitation of bifhop 
‘Sohannes de Watteville, in the year 1959. The Brethren in 
England were not much affected by the diftreffes of the war ; 
only that one of their minifters, being on his return, with 
his company, from a vifit to Herrnhut, was taken by a pri- 
yateer, and carried to Calais; but, when it was known that 

he 
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he was 2 minifter of the church of the Brethren, and that 
he came from Her:nhut in Saxony, he and his company 
were foon difcharged again. The congregations had not 
much increafed outwardly; though invitations, to preach in 
other places, had not been wanting, and fome new focieties 
were fettled, But they had been brought into better out- 
ward order, and grown in inward grace. In fome places, 
chapels, choir-houfes, and inftitutions for the education of 
children had been built, the {chools better regulated, and 
new fchools begun in feveral places in Yorkfhire; there bee 
ing between five and fix hundred children under the care of 
the Brethren there. 

I will now mention fome particulars of this vifitation. 
Firft, a provincial fynod was convened in Lindfey-houfe. 
In the year 1757 the Brethren began to preach in the chapel 
built near it. The vifitation proceeded form hence to the 
Welt of England. They faw the congregation at Tetherton in 
Wiltfhire, the fotieties at Brinkworth and Malmfbury, and 
three other preaching-places. From hence they went to Bath, 
where a fociety had been fettled fome time fince, and public 
preaching begun, which was frequented by many of thofe 
who reforted to Bath, Here three clergymen of the eftablifh- 
ed church renewed their acquaintance with the Brethren, 
The congregation at Briffol had much increafed, inwardly 
and outwardly, and that in Xingfwood profpercd. A feleét 
number of the fociety at Leomin/fer were formed into a con- 

tegation, and the fociety at 4pperly and fome other preach- 
oat were fupplied from thence. In South Wales they 
vifited the eminent methodift-preacher, Howell Harris, who, 
according to his own peculiar infight, had begun a family 
confifting of married and fingle people, who had one fund 
in common ; and was intent upon eftablifhing a clofer union 
between the Brethren and the Methodifts. At Haverford- 
weft, in Soath Wales, they found a fociety gathered by the 
miniftration of the Brethren, and particularly of the late 
Rev. Foln Cennick, who had preached the gofpel here for 
Hha fome 
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fome time, They begged very much for a congregation-~ 
regulation ; but could not be gratified at this time. 

After a dificult journey over the high and fteep moun- 
tains of Wales, Johannes de Watteville proceeded from 
Holyhead to Jreland. I will here not recite all the congre~ 
gations and focieties, mentioned in § 186; but only obferve 
in general, that, within the laft four years, they had been 
mach augmented, and their laboureis had been invited to 
preach in fome diftant places. The focieties at Di ranargon 
and Lifaamara were formcd into congregations of the Bre~ 
thren ; and the icit were better regulated. About this time, 
the land of Ballylernedy was taken upon a perpetual leafe, 
and fome families, who were defirous of lving together, 
had begun to build. It lies between Gioonen (hitherto the 
{egt of the labourers) and the town Ballymeragh, contawuing 
about two hundred and fixtecn Irifh acres, 

From Ircland, bifhop Johannes returned te England. In 
the congregations, mentioned § 173 and 185, feveral ufeful 
repulations had been made, particularly with rc‘pect to their 
outward order and fupport, and in fome of them more build 
ings were ereéted. The congregation at Bedford efpecially 
was much increakd, and in the ne:ghbouring village, Rifely, 
a chapel was built, where, as alfo in fome other places, the 
Jabourers ot Bedtord preached, 


§ 217. 

Pennfiluama was very much defolated by the Indian ug! 
which began in the year 1755. It was not poffible focn to, 
put a flop to the conflagiations and murders committed by 
the Indians. For thefe barbatians march not in regular 
parties to mect their enemics ; but fun them, fculk behind 
the trees, fire upon them, and run away: or elfe, they 
ftcal in the might, like wolves, to defencelefs habitations, 
which in that country are fcattered up aid down in the 
‘woods ; fet them on fire, murder the inhabitants, flay the 


fkin 


from the Year 1755 to 1760. 469 


fkin from the fcull, and carry away fuch fcalps, as trophies 
of vidtory. Every one that could, fled trom the back fet. 
tlements to more inhabited parts. But the Brethren, 
who did not Jive in folitary houfis, but in numbers toge- 
ther, remained in their places Malicious people drew a 
conclufion ft.m hence, that they mu? be in a good under- 
ftanding with the enewies, and propazatid a felfe rumour, 
that the Lrethren and their Indians intended to join 
them, and fall upon the Englifh in the heart of the coun- 
try. At this critical junQure, a forged letter was publ fhed 
in the nevs-paper, pretended to have been written by a 
French officer, that thcy would foon make an end of the 
Englith, fince the Brethren and ther Indians were of their 
party. This eniaged the populace againft the Brethren, 
and their fetlements weie capofed to twofuld danger, not 
only fiom the Indians, but alfo from the white people. 
The Brethien weie no lonecr fafe on the road, or in inns; 
and peeple oftur colleed terethur, and threatened an attack, 
The meflengers fent bv the Brethren to Sidometo and Wa- 
jomik, to call away the Brethren from thence on account of 
the prevailing danger fiom the Indians, weie branded as 
deferters, and not fuffered to pafs. At Icnath, forrowful 
expenicnce too plainly proved the contrary of the fuppofed 
good underftanding between the Brethren and ticir Indians, 
and the enemies of the Enghth Before the war broke out, 
the wild Indians had fenta mcflage to the Indians at Gnaden- 
becger, (§ 187.) to this effect, that, if they would not hear 
ghcir words and come to them, they would purge their cars 
with a red-hot iron, that is, they would fet thar houfs on 
fire about their cars, or drive bullets through their heads 5 
and now they were determined to make good their menaces. 
Accordingly, they fell firft upon the houfe and plantation 
of the European Brethren on the AZahony, near Gnaden= 
huetten. ‘This painful event happened on the 24th of No- 
vember, 1755. In the evening, when the Brethren fat at 
fupper, all at once they heard a violent barking of the 
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dogs, As they were going to fee what was the matter, 
upon opening the door, the Indians fired in among them, 
and laid one of the Brethren dead om the fpot. Another 
ventured to Jeap out of the window in the back-part 
of the houfe, and efcaped the murderers. The reft fled to 
the garret, and barricaded the door. But the Indians having 
fet fire to the houfe, a youth, and afterwards the wife of 
the Brother that had efcaped, leaped out of the back-window 
under the roof, and fled from the hands of the murderers, for 
which her hufband had prayed God, when Icaping out of 
the window. A third afterwards jumped down, was difco- 
vered by the favages, and flain. “Two others who were out 
of the houfe on bufinefs, efcapcd with their lives, There 
were eleven perfons killed in all, fome of them fhot and 
{calped, and the reft burnt. Their burldings, cattle, furni~- 
ture, implements, and ftock, were Jatd in afhes, by which 
the Brethren fuftained a very confiderable lofs. The In- 
dians who lived on the other fide of the river Lecha, as foon 
as they defcried the fire, took flight. How it went farther 
with them, will be related hereafter. 


§ 218. 

At that diftri&t was deferted by its inhabitants; but the 
Brethren refolved to flay in their places, and to put them- 
felves ina ftate of defence, as well as they could, againit 
the affaults of the favages. They inclofed their fettlements 
with palifades, and kept a good watch by day and niphe, 
The Indians often fecretly approached their borders, witn 
an intent to furprife them; of which they had foon after 
indubitable information: yet they were always frighted 
back by fome cafual incident; fo, that it never came ta 
an encounter and fhedding of blood. Thus, Bethlebem and 
Nazareth, and the farms belonging to them, Gnadenthal, 
Friedenfihal, and Chrifitanfbruun, were the frontier places 
on that fide of Pennfilvania, and at the fame time 
the refuge of feveral hundred people. Among others, 

3 the 
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the following fingular circumftance deferves notice. Some 
Brethren, who had fet out with three wagons to a mill 
beyond the Blue Mountains to fetch flour, in going, met 
the people inhabiting thofe parts howling and lamenting ; 
becaufe the Indians had attacked them, killed many, and 
fet all their places on fire. The Brethren directly turned 
their wagons back, and, inftead of flour, brought a num- 
ber of wretched people, who had fled naked and bare from 
the Indians, and were fo enfeebled in their diftrefs, that 
they could fcarcely creep forward. Thefe poor people 
were, in a great meafure, provided with neceffaries, by the 
afiftance of diftant fricnds. Some of them having narrowly 
efcaped the flames, others being plundered of all they had 
by the favages, and expecting nothing elfe but the total 
ruin of the country, it was a great fupport and encourage- 
ment to them, that the Brethren maintained their ground, 
and continued in their work; and that, at a time when 
every one would gladly have fold their lands, and hase be- 
taken themfelves to other countries, a numerous ccmpany 
of fingle Brethren arrived from Europe, and a con4derable 
piece of uncultivated land was bought. Thus, many of 
the fugitives were employed in Jabour, and earned their 
livelihood. Moft of the trades of the Bicthren, indeed, 
were hindered and hurt by harbouring fo many hundred 
fugitives, who muft be Jodged in the workfheps. But the 
jonaregation continucd without interruption in their ufual 
Srder, though under much trouble, and in conftant alaims. 
Many of thefe ftrangers heard the word of God, which was 
not without abiding fruit. 


§ 219. 

Ar -the fame time, due care was taken of the country- 
congregations, and the difperfed Brethren and friends in 
Pennfilvania and the adjoining provinces were vifited from 
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time to time, according ‘to the manner defcribed in § 1743 
and nof one of the Brethren commiffioned for it met with any 
harm, although they often pafled by the Indians lying in 
wait, of which, how-ver, they were ignorant at the time. 
Some country-con: regations, fituate on the borders of the 
province, and confifting mofliy of people living on planta- 
tions fcattered up and down inthe wood:, were in imminent 
danger Here and there fome tamilics were attacked, burnt 
out, murdered, or ciiven away. Thefe flec to their churches, 
and there put themicives ina better ftate of defence againft 
the Indians. Thole at Bethel, on the tive: Swatara, were 
‘ forced, in the ycar 1756, to lcave all behind them, and to flee 
& OF fafety to next country-congregation at Lirbanon In 
thi” fame manne:, the membcrs of the congreg ition at Lynn 
(fur. metly called 7 /arangel) were provided for at Bethlehem 
This proved an occalion to the Brethren, at a ‘ned held 
at Naz 47éth, yn the year 1757, to advite thofe Brethien who 
lived fra ttered, and citen very remote, to draw more together 
in the ne. ‘ghbouthood of their churches, and to form reen- 
Jar village: * Even the Brethren from Bethlehem made a 
o r 
beginning » of buildin a congfegation-place near Verwtch, 
which they called, Luttz. Vhis example was followed 
by more Bue, thren, and even by other inhabitants of the 
country. 

Thus, the . Country-congregations remained in the beft 
order poffible ia thefe heavy times, and, inftead of dimi- 
nifhing, rather ia creafed ; fo, that congregations, agreea’'s 
to the conflitution of the Brethren, were fettled at Odsong, 
in Duchefs-Cou tty, 99 37575 and the following year, at 
Newport in Rhode p "ind, and at Manakofy in Maryland, 


§ 220. 


Tue work of God a nong the Indians on the Su/guchan- 
nah was carried on py the Brethren without intcrrup- 
tiog, and with blefing, until they were prevented by the 

4 war’s 


Srom rer rear 1755 fo 1760. 47% 


war’s becoming general. They heard, as early as in the fum- 
mer of 1755, that the favages in Canada were in motion ; 
but continued, till O&ober, vifiting in Wajomk, ant other 
places on the Sufquehannah. The Brethren refidin: at 
Schomoko did not retire till all the places round about them 
were drenched with blood The [idian congregation at 
Patgaigoch, on the borders of New England, maintained 
their poft, though they had reson to apprehend their de- 
ftruction, both from the white people, who were exa(perated 
againft all the Indians, and from the Indians themfelves, 
who charged them with being the fpies of the white 
people. 

The Indian congregation at Guadenhuetten on the Ma- 
hony continued undifturbed, till the befor: -mentioned farm 
was laid in afhes. The fame night in which this happened, 
all the Indian Brethren there fled into the woods. The next 
morning, however, a great part of them returned, and took 
their refuge to Bethlehem, under the protection of a detach- 
ment of white people. But fome who had loft themfelves 
in the woods, meeting with othcrs who juft then were out 
a hunting, retired farther into the Indian country, and fo 
had then return cut off by the troubles of the war. Thus 
they were neceffitated to join the favages, tili fome of them 
found an opportunity, from time to ume, to gu ta Bethle- 
hem. The Indians, who were gathered u zether again at 
Bethlehem, applid to government in an humble addrefs, 
qauring the governor that they had no pare in the war, but 
doula live with the Brethren in peace and quretnefs 3 fince 
they and their children wifhed to continue to hear the «of- 
pel, which they had heard from the Bretnren for a blefing 
to their fouls, They allo begged for protection. ‘The go- 
vernor affured them, in writing, under the feal of the pro» 
vince, that they fhould be protected, exhorting them to 
perfevere in their good intentions. Their delerted houfes 
were laid in afhes foon after their flight. Some time after, 
fort dilen was erecteo on that fpat, for the fecurity of the 
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country. They firft dwelt at Bethlehem, and were ufed as 
watchmen of the place, and alfoto guard the Brethren when 
employed at their labour in the fielas. As they found no 
opportunity of earning any thing, and could by no means 
venture abroad to hunt, which ufed to be the beft part of 
their maintenance, the Brethren, at firft, were obliged to 
fupport them entirely, towards which a contribution of 
five hundred dollars, from Europe, was a very feafonable 
afliftance, They were, indeed, promied all poffibie protec- 
tion from the governor; but, asa reward of one hundred 
and thirty pieces of eight was promifed for the head of every 
holtile Indian, they were obliged to keep within narrow 
bounds, that they might not be kilted by miftake, or out of 
grecdinefs for the reward, or even through the wickednefs 
of malicious people. This malice was cartied to fuch a 
length, that, even after the murder on the Mahony, they full 
calumniated the Brethren, accufing them of evil defigns 
againft government. On the other hand, fome that deferted 
to the wild Indians, fpread a report among thern, that the 
Brethren had cut off the heads of thofe Indians who had fled 
to them, in order to obtain the reward put upon them, 
This enraged the Indians to fuch a degree, that they haften- 
ed away to Bethlehem in large numbers, with a view to de- 
molith the place. But fome of them were fottened by the 
reprefentations of one of their chiefs, called Paxnous, whofe 
wife had been baptized by the Brethren ; and others were 
kept back fo long, that they could not exccute their 
defign. 

As foon as the greateft danger from thefe favages abated a 
little, the Indians had a piece of Jand near Bethlehem affign- 
ed them, where, with the Brethren’s affiftane, they, in the 
year 1757, erected their huts, calling tnis fettlement, Naiz. 
They cultivated the land, and did what they could to earn 
fomething of the Brethren by any kind of work. They 
had alfo labourers appointed for them, who preached, took 
care of their fouls, and inftructed their children, After 

peace 
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peace was made with the Indians, they had many vifits from 
thofe living on the river Sufguehannah and in the Ferfeys, 
Many of them ftaid, fome of whom were baptized, and others 
begged fur baptifm. But as Nain very foon was filled with 
more inhabitants, than could be fupphed with corn-land 
and pafture for cattle; and as fome of them did not fuit at 
all for this congregation-place, the Brethren affigned to part 
of them, in the year 1760, a piece of their land behind the 
Blue Mountains on the brook /¥echquatank, about thirty 
miles from Bethlehem, where they might live by hunting, 
and dwell together under the infpection of a miffionary. 


§ 221. 


ALREADY in the year 1756, government fent propofals 
of peace to the Indians, and employed an Indian Brother 
to conduct the meflengers of peace to Digogu. At the fame 
time, a proclamation was publifhed, that all who were in- 
clined for peace, fhould be provided with a fafe efcort to 
Bethlebem, Ucre, the treaty of peace was to be held. But 
the Brethren, being apprehenfive that all manner of difor- 
ders might occur atit, by which their young people might 
receive detriment, by their remonftrances prevailed with 
government to order the treaty to be held at Eaffon. Mean 
while the Brethren freely received all the Indians who came 
to Bethlehem to be prefent at the treaty; and, having fup~ 
nlied their want of provifion, conduted them to La/ffon. 
Wow, the reft of the Indians, that had been fcattered at the 
demolition of Gnadenhuetten, had a favourable opportunity 
of returning to ther Brethren. Befides thefe, fome of the 
Munfy nation, who had been among the murderers, flaid 
with the Brethren, and were converted. In the year 17§ 
the treaty was clofed with three hundred Indians, moftly 
the Adunfy: and Delawares; who made peace in the name 
of ten nations. One of the articles was, that government 
fhould build them a town on the Sufquchannah, and spt 
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fénd them teachers, and maintain them; alfo, that the In- 
dians' who lived with the Brethren fhould remove thither. 
But thefe had no mind for it; nor could the Bicthren ad- 
vife them to it, becaufe the offers of the Indians were as 
Vittle to be depended on now, as in the ycar 1753. (§ 18 .) 
On this occafion, Bethlehem had meny vifits fiom thefe 
Indians, and often fuch as proved vory troubleiome, nay 
dangerous. Thechief of the Delawares, called, Tadcnung, 
gps of thofe baptized Indians, who, according to § 187, 
had been perfuaded to remove to JFayomé, lived, with an 
hundred Indians, near Bethkbem along me. He often, 
indeed, Jamented his fins, that he had proved unfaithful to 
his conviétion, and had fulleted himflf to be f{ duced again 
by the wald Indians to their way of hfe, and even to engage 
in the wa’; but he could not dcefcend froin his fupyofed 
dignity, and creep, as a poor finner, to ihe crols of Jefus. 
This poor man, foon after, loft lis life in a fhoching 
manner. 


§ 222. 


Bur yet, in this treaty of peace, thofe Indians were not 
included, who had retreated to the Ohbso, and from thence 
harafled the Englifh provinces. Government Jooked out for 
an European who underftood their language, to fend him to 
them, and tender them peace. It was a long journey, and 
a dangerous undertaking , and no one would engage in, it. 
Atlaft, Predertc Poff found himlelf inclined to it, He was 
come, with fome Brethren from Germany, to V’cnnfilvania, 
inthe year 1742. He offered himfelf to the fervice of the 
Heathen, went accordingly to live among them at Chelomekah, 
and twice married Indian wives. After the emigration ot 
the Indian congregation from thence, he profecuted his la~ 
bour among the favages, until the year 1749, when he 
brought fome feattered Indians again to the Brethren, He 
then returned to Germany. In the year 1752, he was one 


of 
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of thofe five Brethren, who went from London to Labrador, 
and returned the fame year. After fome ycars, he went 
again to Pennfilvania, and lived with the Indians at Wajomik, 
When the war broke out, he came again to Bethlehem. 
Here the above-mentioned meffage to the Indians was pro- 
pofd to him by government. As he had, for a long time, 
acted moftly according to his own infight, and often con- 
trary to the advice of the Brethren, fo neither could they 
advife him with refpet to fuch an hazardous undertaking. 
But they wifhed him the bleffing co" God, feeing he under 
took it for the bencfit of the country. Accordingly, in the 
year 1758, he, in company of fome Indians, made two 
journeys to the Indians on the O/zo, in which he was in 
great danger of his life. Hts yournal, which was publifhed 
in Englifh, fhows, that he was fuccefsful in perfuading them 
toa ceflation of nofiliuies, and bringing their deputies to 
the treaty at /a/fon, Soon after this, fort Du Quefne was 
forfaken by the French, and taken pefleffion of by the Eng- 
lith, who called it, Putt/burg. Every one knows that, from 
his time, the whole fcene of the war in North America 
was changed; concerning which I will not enter into par- 
ticulars. Henceforward the country, for a while, enjoyed 
perfect reft from the Indians. The faid Poff, having obtained 
a pafs from government, betook him{lf avain to the Ohio, 
in order to attempt a miffion among the Indians there, But 
when the war broke out afrefh, he retreated to Pitt/burg. 
Afterwards, believing he fhould not effect much among the 
w'' Indians in North America, he went to the Bay of 
Honduras, mn the gulf of Mexico, to preach to the Adu 
guito Indians, who are faid to be of a more mild and quiet 
turn. 


§ 223. 

Berore I leave Pennfilvania, I muft fl! mention fomee 
thing of the fhip, called, The /rene. Two fhips had been 
bought at different times in England, and fitted for the 

purpofe 
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purpofe of the Brethren, to eafe the freight of the colonifts 
going to America, and of the Brethren returning. In the 
year 1748, a new fhip was built at New York, which was 
called, Irene, (§ 169.) and navigated by captain Nicholas 
Garrifon of New York. In 1749, fhe carried a large colo- 
ny from London, and conveyed fome Greenlanders back to 
their own country. Since then, fhe performed four voyages 
almoft every year between London and New York, being a 
good failor, and foon freighted. From the year 1755, cap- 
tain Chriftian Facobfen had the command of her. In No- 
vember 1757, on a voyage from New York to London, fhe 
was taken by a French privateer, and fent for Cape Breton; 
but, on the 12th of January 1758, fhe was caft away. The 
crew took to their boat, but were overfer by the waves. 
However, they all efcaped to fhore, though with the utmoft 
hazard of their lives. Being thrown upon a detert coaft, 
they were obliged to work their way, with great toil and 
peril, through fnow and ice, for feventy mules, tll they 
came to Louifburg. The prifoners, among whom were fome 
Brethren, were carried to Breft. Having endured much 
hardthip and diftrefs, both at fea and on land, among a 
number of other prifoners, they at laft were exchanged. 
Only old Brother Schout, an experienced mariner, having 
been mate on many voyages, was detained at Lourfburg on 
account of ficknefs, and enjoyed much love and friendfhip 
from fome of the inhabitants, But when the Englith fleet 
befieged this fortrefs, he was remanded to prifon, and, for 
greater fecurity, carried from place to place, being expofed 
to extreme danger by the perpetual cannonading. After the 
place was taken by the Englifh, he, being fet at liberty, re- 
turned to Bethlehem. Captain Jacobfen and fome other 
perfons bought a fhip at London, tll he got a new one 
buile at New York, which was called, The Hope, in which 
the Brethren afterwards iailed to and fro, paying a reafon- 


able freight. 


§ 224. 
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§ 224. 


In TVachovia, in North Carolina, the Brethren enjoyed a 
tolerable degree of peace in the beginning of the Indian 
war, becaufe the neighbouring Cherokees remained, at that 
time, friends to the Englith. But, in the adjoining province, 
Virginia, which was the chief feat of the war, there were, 
perhaps, more murders committed, than in Pennfilvania. 
On this account, many people fled to North Carolina, in 
the year 1756, and fome hundreds, out of the country 
round about, fought and found refuge and fafety with the 
Brethren. Thefe enclofed Betkabara and the mill, near 
which the fugitives built fome houfes, with palifades, and 
kept good watch. At this time there was a great fcarcity 
of corn both in Carolina and Virgima: for the crop of In- 
dian corn, which 1s the main fupport of the inhabitants, had 
failed. But the Brethren had reaped a large quantity of 
wheat and rye, and thus were enabled to fupply the wants, 
not only of thefe fugitives, but alfo of many other people, 
which they did gladly. Though, in the year 1758, the 
Cherokees and Catawbas, who fhould have guarded the coun- 
try againft the hoftile Schawanos and Delawares, often marche 
ed through the place in larze companies, at which times the 
Brethren were obliged to find them quarters and provi- 
fions for feverai days; yet God had fo bleffed the Brethren, 
that they could fupply the wants of them all. But they 
foor found means for thefe fugitives to cultivate the land, 
or to earn fomething ; and God bleffed their labour fo, that 
none fuffered want. 


The fugitives conftantly attended the preaching of the 
gofpel, and a bleffing attended it, fo, that fome of them were 
laid hold on by grace. Thefe had no mind to return to 
their former places of abode, and afked leave of the Bre- 
thren to ftay with them. When Brother Spangenberg \ went 
thither upon a vifitation, in the fpring of 1759, and Said 

there 
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here ti in the month of May, 760,'a tradi of land was 
affigned them for building and ‘cultivating, on certain con~ 
ditions. “There were alfo fome families of the Brethrer, who 
“fhowed an inclination to begin hufbandry and houfekeeping 
for themfelvee. (For hitherto every thing at Bethabara had 
Been done and Jaid out for the common good, as was the cafe 
at Bethlehem.) Thefe alfo were provided with dwellings; 
and affift.d with what was needful. This new place was called, 
Bethany. The occafion to this new {cttlement was, that the 
Cherokees alfo, having turned enemies, committed ail man- 
her of cruelties upon the inhabitants of Carolina. Confee 
quently, no man was fafe of them, who lived alone with 
his,family in the woods. The Brethren at Bethabara and 
Bethany, notwithftanding their living together, were not 
without danger ; and the fpies often came very ncar their 


dwellings, but were always frighted away, without any 
bloodthed. 


Moreover, government was very well difpofed towards 
the Brethren, end the office of a juflice of the peace in the 


county, wherein /Va.bzvia lics, was committed to one of 
them. 





§ 225. 


In the Danith iflands in the 7/7 Indies an alteration was 
made in the year 3755. Vhefe iflands were transferred from 
the Weft India and Guinea company to the king, anda 
gove:..ur ceneral was appointed, who fixed his rcfidence in 
St. Croix. The miflion of the Brethren had in him a real 
friend and protector, which was apparent on many oc+ 

fions, efpecially at a very turbulent juncture in Decen- 
ber, 1759, when a dangerous con{piracy was difcovered 
amang the Negroes in st. Croix, who had bound themfelves 
tq murder all the Fnropeans in Chriftmas-night. Malicious 
people gave out, that fon.e Negroes, baptized by the Brethren, 
bad a fhare in this confpwacy. But their innocence wae 

cleared 
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cleared up even by the guilty themfelves. The governor 
behaved in this affair like a father. As long as the com 
motion lafted, the Brethren, by his advice, omitted the 
large affemblies of the Negroes, till he gave them notice 
that they might begin them again; and, in order to autho« 
rife them, and to encourage the Negroes in their attendance, 
he himfelf, and fome other gentlemen, were prefent. He 
fhowed the fame juft and benevolent difpofition on another 
occafion, when an order was iffued, that no Negro fhould be 
feen in the ftrects or roads after feven o’clock in the evens 
ing. Some people wanted to interpret this as extending to 
the baptized Negroes, and by this means to hinder them 
from coming to the meetinys, for which they had no time 
in the day; he made the regulation, that fuch Negroes as had 
frequented the meetings of the Brethren, and could produce 
a certificate, figned by their teacher, fhould pafs unmolefted 
by the watch. 
A new church, begun two years agoin St Croix, was 
finifhed in the year 1755; and another new church, buile 
in St. fan, was confecrated. 


§ 226. 


THE Brethren in St. Thomas had long formed a defign of 
preaching the gofpel to the Negroes on the neighbouring 
Englif flands. But they themfelves were in want of affift- 
ants in carrying on their labour in the Danish iflands, on 
account of the frequent fickneffes, by which one or another 
of the m:ffionaries departed this life almoft every year. On 
this account, many years elapfed, before they could fpare 
miffionaries for St. Croix and Se. Jan, where, even theny 
they were left without any, having only a few helpers 
chofen from among the Negroes. At length, in the year 
1756, a miffion was begun in Antigoa. Samuel Iftss, an 
Englith Brother, who had ferved eight yeais in the miften 
in St. Thomas with blefling, went thither, and began to 
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preach the gofpel to the Negroes, having prefented himfelf, 
and made known his defign, to the governor, and laid before 
hem the aét of parliament in favour of the Brethren paffed in 
the year 1749. He met with (ome well-wifhers, who gave him 
leave to preach on their plantations On the 12th of Janu- 
ary, 1757, he had the joy to baptize the firft Negro-woman, 
atid, foon after, five more. In the year 1758, he obtained 
an afiftant from London; but thts foon entered into his 
eternal reft. He then got another affiftant, obn Bennet. 
Afterwards he dwelt for fome time ona plantation out of the 
town, in order to be nearer the Negroes working in the 
fields. In the mean time, various propofals were made to 
him for building a church. In the year 1761, a piece of 
Jand was bought in the town of St. Fohns, and a beginning 
made of building a church and a dwelling-houfe. 


§ 227. 


In Jamaica, Zacharias George Caries proceeded in the 
work of the miffion without any obftrudtion. (§ 191.) In 
the year 1756, he baptized forty-three Negroes, who, with 
thofe baptized before, and afterwards in 1757, amounted 
to feventy-feven. There were, moreover, four hundred ca- 
techumens. Befides the two plantations, Carmel and Emmmus, 
which were begun for the bencfit of the miffion, he preached 
on three othcr plantations, the Bogue, the Jfland, and Mefo- 
petamia. This miffton, therefore, required more Jabourers, 
and accordingly received them from Europe and North 
America in the years 1757 and 1759. But thefe, thinking 
differently from thofe who had been here betore, with ree 
{peét to the treatment of the Negroes, and believing that they 
had been too hafty in the baptifm of many of them, adted 
more ftritly with them, and obliged the catechumens to 
wait long for oaptifm. By this means, the former loft their 
confidence in them, and moft ef them drew back; and the 
Jatter were difheartened from coming tothe preaching The 

harmony 
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harmony of the labourers was interrupted on that account, 
and they almoft defifted from their labour in the gofpel. 
Indeed, in the year 1759, Nathanael Seidel came hither on a 
vifitation, and made fome alterations among the labourers, 
Caries went back with him to Europe, and the direction of 
the miffion was wholly committed to Chri/fian Henry Rauch, 
who came hither from Bethlehem towards the beginning of 
the year 1757 But things went no better afterwards; fo 
that rather lefs was done than before ; and fome years pafled 
before this miflion recovered the detriment it bad fuftained, 


§ 228. 


THE miffion in Berbice, after many heavy and grievous 
circumftances for feveral years, (during which it went, 
however, rather forward than backward,) was at laft fa= 
voured with outward reft, fooner than was expected. ‘The 
labour of the Bicthren among the Heathen being at Jength 
acknowledged to be beneficral, no longer attempts were 
made to hinder, but to promote it. But inwardly, this 
flourifhing miffion likewife began to ftop in its growth. 
The baptized, who now amounted to about four hundred, 
had been obliged to divide, for realons mentioned in § 192. 
Moft of them lived in three little hamlets in the neighbour- 
hood of the Brethren, but fome were removed to a great 
diftance, and fufired damage in their fouls. Befides this, 
the miffionary, Theophilus Solomon Schumann, went to Surt- 
nam, in the year 1757, to affift the Brethren there in regu- 
Jating their colony and miffion ; of which more hereafter. 
His wife died in this interval, and he fatled for Europe in 
the autumn of 1758, to place h’s children in the atconomies 
of the Brethren, and did not return to Berbice til the fpring 
of 1760; having, on his way, becn again detained in Su- 
rinam for fome time, During his ablence, this miffion was 
not dulv fupplied ; for there were only three Brethren re- 
maining, who could hold meetings with the Indians, Thefe 
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not being ordained, the new-born children of the converted 
Indians were not buptized, nor was the holy communion 
adminiftered. This difcouraged the Indians, At the fame 
time, an infeCtious diftemper broke out among them, which 
was rendered more calamitous by a fcai city of the neceflaries 
of life, This complication of misfortunes induced many to 
Jook out for more fruitful places. As foon as an account 
of thefe circumftances came to Europe, meafures were taken 
to fend them an ordained miffionary from Bethlehem. Ac~ 
cordingly, he fet fail; but the fhip having {prung a leak, 
he was obliged to return, and afterwards could meet with 
no fhip going thither, Hence it was found neceffary to fend 
a written ordination to two of the Brethren who had ftaid 
there, empowering them to adminifter baptifm and the Lord’s 
fupper, which they afterwards did with bleffing to the few 
remaining Indians. In this condition, Schumann found the 
miffion, when he came again to Pilgerbut in the year 1760. 
Moft of the Indians were fick, and many were departed 
this life. Almoft half the Europeans in that colony died of 
the infe&tious difordcr ; and among them was the new go- 
vernor, who had protected and fupported the Brethren in 
their labour: and it was not long, before this tervant of 
Jefus, Schumann, whole labour had been fo blefled among 
the Arawats, entered into his reft on the 6th of O&ober, 


1760. 
§ 2209. 

Tue former circumftances of the miffion in Berbice, and 
the feparation of the Indians in confequence thereof, caufed 
the Brethren to think of a fuitable place for gathering and 
fixing them in Surinam, where, according to § 62, the Bre- 
thren had obtained a grant in the year 1740, with certain 
immunities, which they had notin Berbice. Lewis Chri/to- 
pher Debne, one of the firft Brethren that went to Berbice, 
in the year 1738, went from Bethlehem to Paramaribo with 


Mark Raifs, in the year 1754. They worked in fiilnefe at 
sheir 
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their trades, waiting for an opening to ferve our Saviour 
among the Indians in thefe parts. The former governor of 
Berbice, Mr. Loefrer, who now lived at Paramaribo, intro- 
duced them to the acquaintance of the governor of Suri+ 
nam, and conduGed matters fo, that he himfelf defired the 
Brethren to form an cftablifhment in Surinam, offering 
them as much land as they ftood in need of for a colony and 
miffion. In confequence of this propofal, the miffionary 
Schumann, 1n company of Nathanael Seidel, who was, at 
that time, on a vifitation in South America, fet out, inthe 
year1755, from Berbice for Surinam, to Jook out fora pro- 
per tract of land, and to treat farther with the governor 
about the fettlement. Abraham Bemper went with them. 
He had formerly dwelt in Surinam ; and, when the Brethren 
removed fiom thence to Berbice, went to Bethlehem. Such 
a voyage from Berbice to Surinam is often attended with 
more difficulties and dangers, than a voyage from Holland 
to South America, The diftance, indeed, 1s only an hundred 
and fixty leagues ; but it generally takes up a month’s time 
or more; becaufe they are obliged to go out of one river into 
another, then to put to fea, and again back to the rivers, 
and often have to ftruggle againft wind and current. Firtt, 
they pitched upon fome fuitahle Jand on the rivers Corentyx 
and Sarameca, and then proceeded to Paramaribo. Here 
they delivered in a memorial, referring to the grant nade to 
the Brethren in the ycar 1740. They received for an{wer, 
That government would write in their behalf to the di-. 
re€tors in Holland ; but that the Brethren there fhould alfo 
apply to them. In the year 1756, a confirmation of the im- 
munities, granted by government, arrived from Holland, 
Captain Nicholas Garrifon went thither with eight Brethren, 
in autumn of the fame year, to take poffeffion of the land 
granted on the Sarameca and the Corentyn, and to treat far 
ther with government concerning the colony and miffion of 
the Brethren. Purfuant to an agreement with the miffion- 
ary Schumann, fome Brethren were to fettle at Paramaribo, 
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working at their trades, and fupplying the neceflities of thefe 
colonies; as their agents. On the river Serameca the Bre- 
thren were to settle a colony, which thould receive the In- 
dians that neither could nor would remain in Berbice, and 
carry on the miffion among the Hea’hen round about, On 
the river Corentyn, only a very few Brethren were to refide, 
chiefly to fearch out the Indians who had retreated from 
Berbice to thofe parts, and to ferve them in the gofpel. 


§ 230. 


In the fpring of 1757, five Brethren made the beginning 
of fome buildings on the Sarameca, and called the “ace, 
Sharon. In Auguft, they were vifited by the mifft.: ury 
S.bumann, from Berbice. He brought thirty Indian with 
him, who had a mind to live here. In the yeer 1758, they 
were recruited by fix fingle Brethren, and Brotier Schermer, 
and his wife. They built a dwelling houfe and a mceting- 
hall, befides fome out-houfes, Jaid out a planiation, and 
began to raife cattle. In the year 1759, the Indian con- 
gregation there amounted to fixty-two fouls. At this time, 
they were often vifited by the Caribbecs, who, having heard 
of the Brethren by the report of the baptized Arawans, ex- 
preffed a defire to live with them, and to hear the word of 
God. 

The above-mentioned Brother De/ne, who was now pretty 
far advanced in years, and almoft always fickly, lived quite 
“alone among the Indians on the Co entyn till 1758, and had 
much toil and trouble to procure hts matntenance. He v'- 

fited the baptized Arawaks that formerly lived in Berbice, 
but now on the river AZepenna, and was often vifited by them, 
as alfo by the wild Waraues and Calepina. The atter fuf- 
pected him, and often came with an intent to murder him ; 

but 
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but were at length fo won by his friendly and cordial con- 
duét, that, inftead of killing him, they fupplicd him with 
the neceffaries of life, 

I muft obferve, in general, that the Brethren’s manner 
of living in the American wildernefles ex pofes them to con- 
ftant danger of their lives, from the fulpicious Indians, wild 
beafts, ferpents, or other vcnemous creaiuies. I could re- 
Jate a great many remarkable inflances of thefe and other 
perils and diftreffes, which our miffionaries in Narth and 
South Amenica have encountered, tf the limits of this Hifte- 
ry would allow it. I will, however, mention an inftance 
of what befel this Brother. For a coniideiable time, he 
heard every night a tyger roaring in the neighbourhood of 
his hut. He often found in the morning, that Indians had 
been at his fire in the might. His hut was formed by four 
pofts under a large tree, with an Indian 100f made of leaves, 
Being once attacked by a paroxyfm of a fever, he was go- 
ing to lie down in his hanmeck. Juft at that inftant a 
great ferpent fell from the :oof of his hut upon him, and, 
twining itfelf twice round his head and neck, drew itfelf 
together as tightly as pofible. He could expect no other, 
according to human appcarance, but to be either ftung or 
ftranglcd. His firft thought, therefure, was, to leave 
fome indication of the manner of his death, written with 
chalk on the table, for the information of the Biethren, that 
they might not charge the Indians with his death. But his 
faith was ftrengthened at that inftant, to fpread before his 
Lord and Saviour the promife he made to his apoftles, Mark 
xvi. 18. They fall tate up ferpents, and tt fhall not burt 
them, and, mreliance upon tt, he forced the ferpent with 
violence over his head, and flung it at a diftance, without 
being hure in the leaft. 





This miffionary, having been alone among the Indians on 
the Corentyn a year and an half, was, in 1759, relieved by 
lig three 
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three Brethren. Thefe built, in the year 1760, a meeting= 
place and dwWelling-houfe, which they called, Ephraim. They 
were often vifited by their Indian acquaintance, and by 
ftrangers; and fome of the baptizec came to live with 
them. 

The miffionary Schumann, on his return from Europe to 
Berbice, took Surinam in his way, to view the beginning of 
this miffion, and to contribute his beit advice towards its 
progrefs. He found it in ar agreeable and hopeful ftate, and 
made preparation that foon more of the Indians baptized in 
Berbice, who were afterwards difperfed, might remove hither, 
At the fame time, the governor notified to him, that peace 
was made with the Free Negroes, that 1s, fuch as formerly 
were run away from the Europeans, and now formed a re- 
public of their own, compofed of a few villages in the wild- 
ernefs, which often infefted and greatly damaged the co- 
lony. Thefe Negroes now defired miffionaries to be fent to 
them, to inftru€t their children in the Chriftian religion. 
The governor wifhed to commit this work to the Brethren, 
and defired that fome might be procured, who, a3 foon as 
the confirmation of the peace fhould arrive from Holland, 
might undertake this laudable work. 


§ 231. 


THE congregation at New Herrnbut, in Greenland, had, 
for fome years, been annually increafed by forty, fifty, or 
more perfons, through holy baptifm. At the end of the 
year 1757, 1tamounted to four hundred baptized, exclufive 
of thofe two hundred who were already in eternity. This 
growth feemed now to abate, as the wild Greenlanders 
were unwilling to leave the providing-places they had been 
accuftomed to frum their childhood, But, on the other 
hand, the Brethren were invited by fome Heathen, wha 
had been ftirred up by the gofpel, to come into their parts. 


This was done, in particular, by the inhabitants of the 
Fifer; 
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Fiftars Bay. The faQtors feconded their petition, well 
knowing what great profit the miffion at New Herrnbut had 
produced to the trade in Badl’s River. The miffionary, Joba 
Bek, being on a vifit in Germany in the year 1758, pro- 
pafed thistothe Brethren. Theeldeft miffionary, A/atthew 
Stach, who had refided for fome years at Herrnhut, refolved 
to go again to Greenland, in order to begin this fecond mif- 
fion. He took with him from thence the two Brothers, 
Peter and Fens Haven, and arnved at New Herrnhut in.the 
fummer of 1758. Here, four families of Greenlanders 
joined him; fo that there went, 1n all, thirty-two perfons 
to begin a miffion in the Fifhers Bay, called, Lichtenfals, 
He builra GreenJandifh huufe, and began by regulating the 
meetings and congregation-orders, according, to the model 
of the congregation at New Herrnhut. The Heathen of 
thofe parts came trequent!y to vifit them, to hear the gofpel, 
and fome, even to live with them. But they met with many 
outward difficulties incident to all beginnings of this natura, 
and faw many vicifGtudes in the awakened Heathen, tll in 
the beginning of the year 1760, when Matthew Stach bap- 
tized the firft family of four perfons of that diftricdt, From 
that time, this new congregation multiplied wifibly. The 
inward and outward ftate of both the Greenland con- 
gregations, and the evidences of grace difcovered upon 
manifold occafions, may be farther feen in the Hiffory of 
Greenland. 

§ 232. 

It has been mentioned in § 194, that the phyfician, Fre- 
deric William Hokker, made an attempt to go, by Egypi, to 
Abyfinia; but the commotions in Egypt ftopping his pros 
grefs, he returned to Herrnhut. In the year 1756, he made 
a fecond attempt to obtain bis aim, taking with him 
George Pilder, a ftudent of divinity, of the {eminary of the 
Brethren. At their arrival at Cairo, they received sntellie 


gence that the emperor of Abyffinia was dead, and a prince 
of 
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of feven years old had afcended the throne, under the guar- 
dianfhip of his grandmother. They alfo heard that all Ro- 
mans and Greeks had been compelled to leave the country. 
They met with a kind reception from the patriarch of the 
Copts, and delivered to him a letter from the ordinary. 
They alfo committed to his charge a letter to the Abuna, or 
archbifhop, of Abyflinia, ‘ohn CXXXVII; becaufe it was 
too Jate to travel thither this year, Neither could they 
profecute their defign in the year 1757. In the mean time, 
they often repeated their vifits to the patriarch, and had 
fome profitable converfations with him and his clergy. In 
the fummer of 1758, thefe vifits were continued fill more 
frequently, when Henry Coffart, formerly agent of the Bre- 
thren in England, fpent a few weeks with them. Coffart 
and Pilder (for Hokker was fick) alfo vifited the Greeé, as 
well as the Coptic, patriarch ; and, at feveral friendly inter- 
views, gave the Greek patriarch and the archbifhop of 
Lybia, an acount of the church of the Brethren, and par- 
ticularly of the deputation to the patriarch of Conftantinople, 
in the year 1740. Coflart alfo continued a corefpondence 
with the Greek patriarch, for fome time, after hia return to 
Germany. Once, when they attendcd divine fervice in the 
Coptic church, the patriarch, feeing them among the people, 
fent for them to participate in the breaking of breaa, which 
ig a ceremony among the Copts, different from the hely 
communion. Afterwards the patriarch took them into his 
houfe, to be prefent at the Agapz of the clergy, among whom 
werealfotwo Abyflinians ; at which much was {poken concern - 
ing the church of the Brethren, their liturgy and conftitu- 
tion. All the clergymen expreffed their fatisfaétion at what 
they heard, and aflured the Brethren of their love. But, 
after this, the patriarch, having heard various things againft 
the Brethren, began to examine them concerning {everal 
points of doctrine. Before he would give them a recom- 
mendatory letter to the Abuna in Abyffinia, he defired a 
written account of their doétrine, ongin, liturgy, and con- 

2 ftitution. 


from the Year 1755 to 1760. 491 


ftitution. With refpedt to the former, they anfwered his 
queftions, and gave him fome difcourfes of the ordinary, 
tranflated into Arabic, which pleafed him and his clergy 
exceedingly. He declared before them all, that he looked 
upon the Brethren to be an ancient apoftolical church, 
which had adhered to the fimple dodtrine of the Apoflles, 
without mingl:ng in the controverfics wlich afterwards arofe. 
With regard to the latter article, it was neceffary he fhould 
wait, till the Brethren could procure him an account written 
by the ordinary himfelf. 


§ 233. 


In the mean time, about autumn 1758, they entered on 
their journey to Abyfinia, They went by Jand to Suez, and 
then took fhipping on the Red Sea, fetting fatl on the gth 
of Odtober, in a Turk'fh bark, They had a tedious and 
troub cfome pafiaze, and at laft were ftranded, the 2oth of 
Oober, off tne ifland Haffane. The fhip’s crew made 
their efcape in a boat ; but the Brcthren were obliged to ftay 
on the wreck, which was almoft enturely under water, and 
in this condition to wait a long time, before they were 
brought off. Twenty days they continued on this defert 
iMand, in conftant danger of their lives fiom the rapacious 
Arabians, and even from therr fellow-traveliers, 4 ho believed 
they had great treafures with them. ‘They had faved very 
little of their provifion, and frefh water was not to be had; 
fo, that hunger and thiuft, heat by day, and cold by night, 
all concurred to make their abode on this iflind very difa» 
greeable. No one would convey them farther, becaufe they 
could not give what was demanded However, at laft they 
reached Lunbo, and the 29th of November, Gedda, the 
fronticr port to Abyffinia. Happy was it for them that, be- 
fore this misfortune, they had cnt a Greek merchant fome 
money, which they now received again, though not without 
a gaod deal of trouble. Here they contracted an acquaine- 

ance 
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ence with two Turkith merchants, whom the regent of 
Abyfinia had charged to bring a phyfician with them for 
the prime min.fter who was fick. They folicited the Bre- 
thren very urgently to go with them; bnt thefe could not 
refolve to go, becaufe, when the fhip was wrecked, their 
cheft of medicincs, and other neceflaries were Joft, and they 
would not venture to prepare medicines in a ftrange coun- 
try, from, probably, unknown herbs, They, therefore, 
came to a determination to return to Cairo, to furnifh them- 
felves with frefh medicines, and to fet out again the year fol- 
lowing for Abyffinia. Mean while, they, by the merchants, 
fent a letter to the Abuna, with a copy of the ordinary’s 
letter to him. The 20th of April, 1759, they fet out on their 
return, by way of Limbo, where they ftili found fome of 
the things they had Joft with the fhip; but were at a great 
expence to redeem then. Having been again in danger, 
on the r2th of May, of being fhipwrecked off the ifland 
Haffane, they arrived the 12th of June at Cojeir in Upper 
Egypt. They found the great caravan was gone before they 
arrived ; which was a providential circumftance in their fa- 
vour, for it fell into the hands of the robbers, and was 
plundered, Therefore, they travelled from hence with a 
lefs caravan, a different road from that which is ufual, to 
Guena on the Nile. At Pharfut they were very kindly en- 
tertained by fome Latin fathers in their convent, and the 
6th of July continued their way on the Nile, in company 
with feveral barks, which were often obliged to force their 
way through the robbers. Arriving at Cairo the 23¢ of 
July, they were informed that, a little while before, the 
plague had {wept away great numbers of people. They had 
both contraéted a ficknefs. Pilder, who could not recover 
his health, foon returned to Europe. But Hokker waited 
till he received the ordinary’s letter to the Coptic patriarch; 
and, having delivered it, he alfo returned to Germany. 


§ 234. 


from the Year 1755 to 1760, 453 


§ 224. 

Ar length, an end was put to the many years fufferings 
of fome Brethren, who had borne a fevere imprifonment at 
Peterfourg, {oon after’ the releafe of the Brethren mentioned 
in § 171. Ihave purpofely referved the detail of the occa- 
fion, procefs and iffue of this whole affatr, to this period, 
The fuperintendent, Eberhard Gutfleff, and the Rev. Fran- 
as Helterbof, had, in the year 1746, begun an inftitution of 
a fchool on the ifle of Oefe/, in the Baltic, the infpedction of 
which they committed to the ftudent Frri/ch, who was come 
from the feminary of the Brethren to OefiJ, and had beea 
there feveral ycars as tutor to fome noblemen’s children, The 
phyfician, David Kr ucceljlein, who, fome years before, was 
gone from Marienborn to Livenza, made fome objections to 
the regulations of this inffitution, and en “red into a Corre- 
fpondence with Fritfch abort it. An anfwer from the latter, 
written with fome warmth, was intercepted by a gentleman, 
who was their enemy, and fome cxprefiions were mifintere 
preted, fo as to import high treafon, I]t 1s known what the 
confequence there 1s of an accufation of this nature, Ac-= 
cordingly, in the yeat 1747, firft the two clergymen, and 
afterwards the two other brethien, were convcyed to Peo 
terfburg, and caft into the Joweft dungeons of the prfon in 
the fortrefs. They were confined icparatcly, and fo clofely, 
that, for a lonz time, they knew nothing of each other’s 
imprifonment. In the firft years they endured great want of 
the very neceflaries of life, and their health was much ime 
paired. Krucgelftern was confined a ycar and an half, be- 
fore any of his friends coulu find out where he was; during 
which time he fuffered not a little from the i} treatment he 
met w:th from fome of his fellow-prifoners, until a certain 
feccetary, who had been conf.ned tn the fame place, after he 
had obtained his difcharge, procured for him a more tolerable 
apartmentin the prifon. Being in want of a bible, he fpared, 
by little and little, a fufficient fum out of the two Kopecks, 

(about 
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(about one penny) which were his daily allowance, and of the 
alms he received, to buy one. Having got the money together, 
he gave it to a foldier to buy the boak, who, to his greateft 
pain, defrauded him both of the book and money. After three 
years, he recerved the firft intelligence that Fritfch was alfo 
in prifon. Juft before, Mr. Keebler, furgeon of the life- 
guards, after much enquiry, learning from fome officers the 
place of his confinement, procured a fight of him at a dift- 
ance. The afpect of this refpectable man, emaciated with 
hunger and ficknefs, with along beard, in a ragged coat, 
without a fhirt, and full of vermin, preffed tears from the 
eyes of this benevolent friend. He fought and found an 
opportunity to furnifh him with food and raiment, and to 
procure, for him and Helterhof, feparate apartments in the 
prifon. But as yet, he could get no intelligence of the two 
Brethren, their fellow-prifoners. 

Fritfch was conveyed from one prifon to another ; and, in 
four years of his confinement, counted one hundred and forty 
fellow-prifoners, Chriftians, Turks, and Heathens, out of 
almoft all the provinces of the Ruffian empire. He invented 
a method of twifting his own and his fellow-prifoners cait 
hair, and knit caps and ftockings of it; and, faving fome- 
thing of the alms he received, bought wool, of which he 
alfo knit ftockings, and taught the other prifoners to do 
the fame, whereby their calamity was rendered more to- 
lerable. They all loved and refpected him, and made him 
the overfeer among them. After he had Jearned the Ruffian 
janguage of them, he ferved them, as far as poffible, by 
word and deed, He was their cook, caterer, and preacher; 
and when a clergyman gave the prifoners the Lord’s (upper, 
he was his clerk, and repeated his exhortations, 

The fuperintendent Gutfeff was releafed from all his mr- 
fery by an happy death, on the 2d of February, 1749, before 
his friends could difcover the place of his confinement, and 
tender him any affiftance. The woeful afpect of his corpfe 
contributed to foften the captivity of the other Brethren, 

Their 
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Their cafe was repeatedly heard and examined ; but no proof 
of the offence, of which they were accufed, was brought 
againft them: and yet, their caufe was never brought to a de= 
cifion. The fecretary who had their fuit in hand, often ex- 
preffed his moft cordial compaffion with them, and declared 
to the guard: ** Neither thefe people, nor their parents, 
*¢ have brought this long imprifonment upon them by their 
‘© fins ; but that the works of God may be made manifeft 
‘© in them.” 

The Rev. Francis Helterhof had the greateft lenity fhown 
him. He foon found an opportunity of procuring fome ree 
lef by means of a Lutheran clergyman; and, as foon as he 
was informed by a prifoner that Kruegelflein was alfo 
there, which, however, was not till after two years, he 
fent him fome refrefhment. His wife alfo obtained leave to 
vifit and ferve him, till fhe departed this life in the year 


1755 
§ 235. 


From 1747 to 1751, each of them had been confined 
feparately, and in the beginning in moft offenfive dungeons, 
By the good officc. and interceffion of the above-mentioned 
furgeon, they now obtamed Jeave to live together im the 
ravelin of the fortrefs, in a roomy vault, which, from the 
refemblance it bore to the buriai-places of the Ancients, 
they called, their Catacomb. Here they dwelt nine months, 
performed divine worfhip by themflves, and were vifited 
by many people, even by fome peifons of d thnéti.n, who 
received a bleffing from: thr Cousvc.fation, Here alfo Kruc- 
gelftein had an oppor urity of curing many fick people. 
They were, moreovel, pe:mitted to go upon the ramparts, 
for the benefit of froth air. At iaft, thcy obtained leave ta 
move into an houfe wituout the fortrefs, which Kruegel- 
ftein’s wife rented, having come to Peterfburg to affié and 
nurfe her hufband. They lived together feven montns in 

this 
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this houfe. But, in the year 1752, on account of the 
efcape of another prifoner, they, and all others in like cir- 
cumftances, were brought again into the ravelin, In Now 
vember this year, they were three times in great diftrefs and 
danger of their lives, by inundations. This moved the 
fecretary to procure them an houfe again; in which they 
lived twenty months. Here they became acquainted with a 
prince under arreft, whofe confort was in Kruegelftein’s cure, 
and who, after he had obtained his liberty, faithfully ferved 
them in many refpects.  Fritfch now began to inftruat fome 
children, to render the contributions of their fricnds towards 
their maintenance lefs neceflary. At the fame time, he 
ferved Kruegelftein as interpreter among the fick Ruffians, 
Tn the year 1754, all ona fudden, they were once more 
hurried in the night into the ravelin, the caufe of which 
they could not difcover. However, ina little time, they 
obtained fo much liberty, as to go, under the conduct of the 
guard, to their families, whenever they defired to have the 
Lord’s fupper adminiftered to them by a Lutheran minifter, 
Kruegelftein alfo obtained leave to go with Fritfch to vifit 
his patients. Thefe were fo numerous, and he was fo fuc- 
cefsful in hig cures, that fome people efteemed him as a faint 
and a worker of miracles, At length, having lain four years 
and eight months more in the ravelin, and been under arreft 
twelve yearsin all, they were, in the month of March 1759, 
releafed from prifon, with an order to gotothecity of Cafan. 
This journey of twelve hundred miles, in a wagon, efcorted 
by a guard, was to them exceflively diftreffing and fatiguing, 
having been fo long confined; and Kruegelftein, who was 
before confumptive, fell into a dangerous iilnefs. They 
went the latter part of the journey by water, and arrived in 
April at Cafan. Here Kruegelftein came into fuch amazing 
practice, that oftentimes the yard of the houfe was full of 
patients. Fritfch and Helterhof were prevailed on by the 
direGtor of an academy to affift in teaching. On the 23d of 
November, 1760, Fritfch, after a fhort ficknefe, departed 

5 this 
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this Hife.'” Kruegelitein followed him the gth of Decembeg 
the. fare yéar. Helterhof continued keeping fchool, till he, 
in the’ year 1762, obtained his Full liberty by the mediation 
of a valet de chambre to the grand duke, who had been in 
prifon with the Brethren. 

Tcannot omit a remark which Kruegelfein made to his 
wife, during his ficknefs on the journey: That, as early as 
the year 1738, he had a call to go, through Ruffa, to 
Perfia; but had fuffered himfelf to be diverted from it. Hey 
therefore, admired the ways of the Lord, that he fhould at 
Taft yet come to 4iu, to end his race there, 


§ 236. 

I come now to the laft labours, ficknefs, and departure 
of the ordinary into the joy of his Lord, with which I fhall 
conclude this Part. Since Chriftmas 1759, he had refided 
at Herrnbut, and had continued unweariedly in the fpiri- 
tual labour, which, fince his return from England, he had 
been engaged in here and in other congregations, efpecially 
during his laft abode at Zei/?. (§ 200, 214.) He held free 
quent conferences with the labourers of the congregation 
and the choirs. Og Wednefdays and Saturdays he had, for 
feyeral years, been uléd to have love-feafts with his houfchold, 
to which the labourers and other members of the congrega~ 
tien were invited from time totime. He entertained this 
company with the lateft accounts of the kingdom of Chrift, 
and prefeated thofe, who had had their birth-days in thé 
foregoing week, with an ode, which was cither read or fung 
before the whole affembly. On Good Friday 1760, he pare 
took of the holy communion for the Jaft time with the congres 
gation, and on Eafter-Monday, the 7th of April, he delivered 
to a large company of vsfitors from that diftrict, a bleffed dif 
courfe, which has been printed as an appendix to the feconé 

German 
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Qetman edition of the well-known Bertheldfiorf-Diftcarfir, 
(§ 203.) Healfo held a very folid conference with fome neigh- 
bearing Lutheran minifters. He then fet about making the Col. 
hiétion of Daily Words and Texts for the Year 1761; and went, ta 
this purpofe, through the Bible again, In thefe and other fuch 
Jabours he employed himfelf till the 4th of May, when he 
was feized with a violent catarrh-fever, attacks of which 
he had had feveral times almoft every year. However, he 
proceeded in his labour on the sth of May, being Monday, 
which day he. had fet apart, for fome years paft, for the 
revifion of his difcourfes. When fome Brethren reminded 
him that he wanted reft, he anfwered: ** When the work 
& js done, reft is fweet.” He ftill made an extenfive ode 
for the choir-feftival of the fingle Sifters, and delivered an 
homily to this choir. This was his laft meeting: for, im- 
mediately after, he was obliged to take to his bed entirely, 
From this time he could neither eat nor fleep for coughing, 
though he faid he felt no heat or pain. He converfed, in a 
very agreeable manner, by day and night, with thofe who 
watched with or vifited him, about one or another fubjeét, 
efpecially the accomplifhment of the teflament of Jefusy 
John xvii: That they all may be one. He expreffed great joy 
on account of feveral congregations, and fome particdlae 
perfons; and his heart flowed in very ender love towards 
all that vifited him. Between whiles, he ft! revifed fome 
written and printed pieces till the 8th of May. When his 
amanuenfis thanked him for the revifion of the Daily 
won which was his laft labour, he faid: ** Now reft is 
“tweet.” From that time, his mind was moftly occupied 
with the affembly before the throne of the Lamb. He reck« 
aned up his acquaintance in and out of the Brethren’s ccn- 
gregations, whom he fhould mect with our Saviour, and 
related feveral] of the wonders of grace, which the 
‘Lord had wrought for the church of the Brethren, and 
particularly among the Heathen, within thefe thirty odd 
years, 
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years *, He faid among other things, * I only endeavour- 
* ed to obtain firft-fruits from the Heathen-nations: but 
‘© now they are multiplying to thoufands.” In the aft 
night he converfed much with his Lord. Very early on 
the oth of May, he fent for his fon in law, Fohannes de Wat- 
teville, and acquainted him with great chearfulnefs that he 
fhould foon be called home, uttering thefe words; ** My 
‘© dear fon, 1 thall now go home. I am ina perfeétly good 
© underftanding with my Lord. He is pleafed with me. I 
* am ready to goto him. There is nothing more in my 
“< way.” He then fpoke a few words with him concerning 
fome points treated of in the laft conferences, the execus 
tion of which lay with particular weight upon his mind. 
And indeed, in the conferences cf the laft fortnight a great 
many things had been refolved upon; and when he was 
reminded that it would be too much at once, he anfwered : 
&< Now is the time for conferring ; there will alfo come a 
©° time, when all will be executed.” After this, he defired his 
three daughters to be called; but could not any more fpeak 
with them ; for an apoplexy had deprived him of his fpeech. 
He gave them his Jaft fatherly bleffing with a very friendly 
Jook. In the mean time, many Brethren and Sifters gathered 
round his bed and in the adjoining room, awaiting with tears 
what the Mafter gad refolved tu do with this his difciple, 
He looked feveral times round upon them with a friendly 
mien, and towards ten o’clock in the morning reclined his 
head, and clofed his eyes. Johannes de Watteville accom- 
panied his laft breath with the words: Lord, now lette/? thou 
thy fervant depart in peace, according to thy word: for his eyer 
have feen thy falvation ; and concluded with the benediction ; 


* He once divided the whole church-hiflory in periods of 
thirty-three years, according to the age of Chrift. And exadly 
fo tong his Jabour contineed in the church of the Brethren. Fog 
it was preaperly on the 12th of May 1727, that he devoted him. 
felf for the fervice of it, relinquishing all hie worldly ema 
ployments. 
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The Lord blefs thee, and keep thee, Sc. Thus this fervant of 
the Lord fell afleep, and drew his laft breath at the conclud- 
ing word, Peace / 

The congregation was acquainted with his departure, in 
the manner cuftomary in the congregations of the Brethren. 
Having aflembled in the meeting-hall, this event was made 
known to them ina fhort difcourfe. They kneeled down, 
and, during innumerable tears, thanked our Saviour for all 
the grace beftowed upon them, through the fervice of this 
man of God, now happily departed ; praying the Lord, as 
the Head of his people, to lead them faithcr in his grace, 
and to preferve them in Jove and unity. A written notifica- 
tion was dire@tly fent to all the other congregations, in 
which, among other things, it 1s fard : ** Ye know what 
© a oft of grace our church has had in this difciple of the 
6* Lord. This witnefs of his death and bleeding merits, 
«© this reftorer of the church of the Brethren, this apoftle to 
© fo many nations of the eaith, this founder of the villages 
* of the Lord, this faithful heart towards every poor dif- 
¢ treffed foul, chis friend of mankind, whofe princcly repaft 
“it was todo good, hath our dear Lord called from his 
*¢ Jabour into his reft, this forenoon in the tenth hour. 
“© The daily word for our children is: He hall doubtlefs 
“* come again with rejsuing, bringing hisgfbcaves with bum,” 
“¢ Pfalm cxxvi. 6. 


‘© Who this defires, let him fay, Amen,” 


n 


237. 

Tue burial of his remains was appointed to be on the 
16th of May, on which day not only many Brethren and 
friends affimbled from the neareft congregations, but alfo 
many of the nobility, gentry, civil and military officers, and 
fome Imperial ftaff-officers, came from the country round 
about, and the Six Cities of Upper Lufatia; fo that the 
number of ftrangers alone amounted to above two thoufand. 
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To prevent all diforder among them, the Imperial general 
Beck had been applied to, and fent a detachment of grenadiers 
to Herinhut, who were pofted in three different places. At five 
o’clock in the afternoon, firft the Brethren, and then the Sift- 
ers, aflembled themfelves, according to the choirs, in the {quare 
before the congregation-houfe, and furmed a circle, Twelve 
Brethren broug!t the remains out of the meeting-hall, and 
thirty-two prefbyters and deacons, who were prefent from 
different congregations, even from Holland, England, Ireland, 
and Greenland, and were the bearers of the corpfe by turns, 
placed themfelves around it. At the begumming of the litur- 
gy, the bearers lifted up the coffin, and the proceffion went in 
the following order to the Hutberg, on which the burying- 
ground hes. LDefore the coffin went the boss-ceconomics of 
Herrnhut, Grofs Hennerfdorf, and Nicfky, the band of mufic, 
the girls-ceconomy, the late ordinary’s daughters, accom- 
panied by fome labourers of the Sifters’ choirs, and then 
the liturgift with two bifhops. The coffin was carried by 
fixtcen Brethren, and fixteen others went by their fides to 
change, After the coffin followed the reft of his relations, 
and {ome labourers of the Brethren’s choirs ; next, the mare 
ried Brethien, the Widowers, the fingle Brethren and Boys, 
and then the married Sifters, the Widows, the fingle Sifters 
and Girls. On both fides of the way to the Hutberg ftood 
the civil officers of Bertholdfdorf and Hennerfdorf. The 
ftrangers of diftinétion ftood in or before the houfes where 
the proceffion wus to pafs, and the reft of the fpectators 
were placed round tne burying-giound. After the corpfe 
had been depofited in a vault, during the finging of fome 
verfes, the Jiturgift prayed part of the Brethren’s church- 
litany, particularly thefe words. ‘¢ We pray thee to keep 
*© us in everlafting fellowfhip with the whole church triume 
«© phant, and particularly with this thy fervant, and to let 
** us once seft together at thy wounds from all our Jabour. 
‘© Hear us, O dear Lord and God!’ The congregation was dif- 
miffed with the bercdiQtion, The Lard blefs thee, and keep thee, &c, 
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The whole was attended, on the part of the ftrangers, 
with an uncommon order, ftilnefg and reverence, and on 
the part of the congregation, notwithftanding a very painful 
fenfe of their lofs, with fuch a divine comfort and peace, 
that thofe who were prefent will never forget it. On the 
zith of July the Rev. Burchhard George Mueller, of Grofs 
Hennerfdorf, (Berthold{dorf being then vacant) delivered, in 
the church at Pertholdjdorf, the funera) fermon on the words 
of Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 10. By the grace of God I am what Iam, 
and his grace, which was beftowed upon me, was not in vain ; 
but I labourcd more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me; in which he amply related 
the fervices of this venerable man in the work of God among 
Chriftians and Heathens, and particularly in the Proteftant 
Church, 
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PART IX. 


From the Ordinary’s Deceafe in 1760, to the General 
Synod im 1764. 


§ 238. 
FTER the interment of the remains of the late ordie 
nary, the labourers refiding at Herrnhut, and thofe 
who were prefent from the neareft congregations, met in 
conference to confult how the work of God among Chrifte 
ians and Heathens fhould be carried on, till a fynod could 
be convened, which was not fuitable at prefent, on account 
of the troubles of the war. It was refolved that every thing 
fhould be continued as hitherto, and that the general care of 
the Unity be committed to a conference eftablifhed by the 
late ordinary, which was called, Die Raths-Conferenz (cone 
ference for advice), At the fame time, the Board of Diret- 
tors, formed by the late ordinary in the year 1757, (§ 207.) 
continued to have the care of thofe things which they were 
particularly charged with. But when, after fome time, fe- 
veral members of the Conference for Advice went from Herrn- 
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hut to other places, agreeably to their appointment, another 
board was formed in the beginning of the year 1762, confift- 
ing gf fome fervants of the church of the Brethren, at that 
time refident at Herrnhut. This board was called, The /mall 
Conference, anc had in a view the furtherance of the work of 
God in all the congregations and mjflions of the Brethren, 
and their mutual connexion. This conference, foon after, 
made an /nterim’s Arrangement, according to whych affairs 
fhould proceed till the next fynod. Our dear Lord, avow- 
ing his fervants who were anxious to obtain his comfort, 
counfe] and help, favoured them with a perception of his 
peace, and granted them the confidence and cordial concur 
rence of the congregations. 


§ 239. 


One of the firft things taken in hand after the ordinary’s 
deceafe, was the fitting out and forwarding a fecond com- 
pany for the Ea/? Indies, which had been, in part, deter- 
mined in his time. I will now recite the occafion and be- 
ginning of this miffion. 

In the year 1758, the ordinary had been informed that 
colonifts were wanted in Denmark for a certain ifland. He 
offered fome Brethren for this purpofe, ina letter to the 
king. He was anfwered by one of the king’s minifters, that 
this ifland was already provided for; but it would give his 
majefty fingular pleafure, if fome Brethren would fettle on the 
Nicobar Iflands, fituate North of Sumatra in the Eaft Indies, 
and endeavour to bring the inhabitants there to the know- 
ledge of Chrift. (On thefe iflands a commercial eftablifh- 
ment had been begun, in the year 1756, from Tranguebar, 
aad the name of, The Frederic’s Tflands, was given them.) 
This offer was accepted. In the mean time, advice came 
that the firft undertaking in thefe iflands had mifcarried, 
and that almoft all the colonifts, fent thither, had 
died. The Brethren were not difcouraged by this; but 
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informed the faid minifter at Copenhagen, that, notwithftand- 
ing this account, they were willing to undertake the miffion 
in Nicobar ; but that it would be neceffary that the Bre. 
thren fhould have a fettlement at Tranguebar, in order to 
fupport the miffion in the iflands from the coaft of Coroman~ 
del. becaufe it would not be advifable or feafible, to fettle a 
colony in this diftant wild country, immediately from Eu- 
rope. This propofal was well received, and a deputy 
defired, with whom miniftry might treat farther. George 
Fobn Stabhnann was nominated, who, in the year 1758, went 
for that purpofe tu Copenhagen. After fome negotiations 
with the Afar. Company, he received an edit *, ratified by 
the king, on the rgth of January 1759; according to which 
the Brethren had a place of fettlement gianted them, at or 
near Tranquebar, in which they were to enjoy, befides the 
civil privileges, all defirable liberty of religion and con{ci- 
ence, agreeable to the church-difcipline of the Brethren. 
Leave was alfo given, ¢ To preach the gofpel to the Heathen, 
© and to embody them into the Chriftian church by baptufm, 
‘ according to the laudable example of their Brethren in 
© Greenland and the Weft Indies.’ 

As foon as th.s became known in the congregations, many 
Brethren immediately offered themfelves for this miffion. 
Befides their leader, the before-mentioned Stahiimann, and 
two ftudents of divinity, Adam Gottlieb Voelker, and Chrifta+ 
pher Buttler, (the former intending chiefly to learn.the Ma- 
labar language, an.) the Jattcr, the Portuguefe,) cleven other 
fingle Brethren wose difpatched from Zeift to Copenhagen, 
The 7th of November 1759, they went on board the thip, 
Count Moltke, captain S:hmud. In the fame veflel‘a new 
governor faikd for Tranquebar ; of whom, and ail the offi- 
cers and failors, the Brethren enjoyed much kindnefe 
T.ving touched at the Cate de Verd Iflandi, they, in April 


* This edi@ may be read in the Rev Yojah ‘Lork s Codcdliong 
towards @ mew Ghurch-Hiffory, &c. Vol. Ue ps 328. 
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1760, ran into the Cape of Good Hope. Here they heard by 
two friends of the mifionary George Schmid, who once had 
lived here, that fome of the Hottentots, baptized by him, 
were full alive. The 2d of July 1760, they arrived at Tran- 
quebar, having performed the voyage in cight months, 
fafely, and without any confiderable attack of ficknefs. They 
were received by the government and the inhabitants with 
particular love and friendfhip. They directly bought a gar~ 
den with an houfe,-about a mite from the city, and built 
for themfelves, and for the accommodation of thofe wha 
might come after them, another houle, and fome workthops 
and out-houfes. ‘They foon planted Nel/u, or sice, on their 
land, fettled themfelves in their trades, and met with a 
good fale at Tranquebar, and in the neighbouring Dutch 
and Englith colonies. 


§ 240. 


Berore an account could be received in Europe of the 
arrival of the firft company, a fecond was difpatched from 
Barby, in September 1760, confifting of four married coue 
ples and five fingle Brethren. Ample inftruétions were 
given them for all the Brethren in the Eaft Indies. One 
chief article was, * That, with refpect to the Chr'ftian re- 
§ ligions in the Eaft Indies, and efpecially thofe Aala- 
© bars who had been converted to Chriftianity through the 
* fervice of the Royal Danifh miffion, for many years efta- 
© blifhed at Tranquebar, they fhould fo demean themfelves, 
© that no hinderance or diflurbance might accrue to this 
© miffGion by their means ; but that the kingdom of Jefus 
* might be furthered by love and peace ;’ which inftruction, 
as it appears from the accounts received from them, they 
have faithfully obferved. 

This company fet fail from Copenhagen on the rgth of 
December 1760: but were obliged to put twice into Nor- 
qay, and in February 1761, into Shetland, and fuffered much 
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fram contrary winds and great cold. In May, they landed 
at Porto Bray, in the Cape de Verd Ifands. ‘They did not 
touch at the Cape, but in July took in frefh provifions on 
the ifland Anna Joanna, near Madagafcar. The 22d of Auguf 
they arrived at the habitations of their Brethren at Tranques 
gar, and found them all weli, though each of them had 
had a flight ficknefs. They them{clves had been preferved 
from fevere diforders, during this troublefome voyage, But, 
fodh after, Nicholas Andrew Fafibke, the leader of the fecond 
company, who was appointed one of the directors of the 
whole miffion, was feized with the ficknefs which almoft 
every European there mnuft undergo, before he 1s feafoned 
to the clime. The 3{t of January, 4762, he ended hig 
race, which had been attended with bleffing in many places, 
(§ 114.) His wife followed him a few weeks after. 

As to the labour of thefe Brethren among the Heathen, it 
was not in their power to attempt any thing on the Nicobar 
iflands during the firft years, being obliged to wait tll the 
Eaft India company fhould make aga:n preparation for fet~ 
thing a colony there. In the mean time, the government at 
Tranquebar continued in the fame good difpofition towards 
the Brethren, and favoured them with all due proteétion. 
They became alfo known in different places on the coaft, 
and had much work to do for others. ‘The Fnglith go- 
vernor in Bengal wifhed that they, or at leaft fome of them, 
would go to Chatigan, an the river Ganges; and one of the 
Heathen kings would gladly have received them in. his ter- 
ritory. But their determination was, to await, with faith 
and patience, the opportunity of goihg to Nicobar. 


§ 241. 

In the conferences, mentioned in § 238, it was refolved to 
guard aga.nft the farther growth of the children’s cecenomies, 
which already amounted to fx hundred perfons, including 
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the tutors and attendants ; the fupport of whom was attend- 
ed with preat aifficulties, on account of the dearnefs of pro- 
vifions, owing tothe war. In this view, the labourers in 
the congregations were defired to put the fchools in their 
refpcctive places on a better footing, that the parents might 
not be obliged to fend their children to the ceconomies of 
the Unity. Accordingly, a fuccefsful beginning was made 
of it immediately, With refpect -o children out of gur 
circle, it had been pubircly made krown, as early as the 
year 1747, thatthe Brethren were not in a capacity of re- 
ceiving them for the future into the ceconomies of the 
Unity. But, notwithftanding this, their numbes was great- 
Vy increafed. It was, therefore, once more notificd in all 
the congregations, that fuch could not be admitted any 
longer, -without the higrcft neceffity. 

In feveral Heathen-miffions, fome of the neccflary affift- 
ants were departed to their Lord, in the muidft of their 
work; and in others, an increafe of labourcrs was need- 
ful, the labour inercafiny. Brother Spengenber > wrote from 
America, that labourers were wanted in Pennilvanta, the 
Jerfeys, Maryland, New England, and Carolina. In confe- 
quence of this, a large company was fent, in the year 1761, to 
Pennfilvania and Carolina, {even perfons to Surinam, five to St. 
Thomas, and three to Greenland. The neceflary provijion was 
fent to Greenland, as ufual every year; and to Lichtenfels, 
a congtegation-houfe and meeting-hall ready framed. The 
Brethren in the cther Heathen-congregations were furnifh- 
ed with the common neceffartes, and alfo with fome materials 
for their handicrafts, by which they might earn fomething 
towards their fupport; and the voyage of the fecond com- 
pany to the Euft Indices called for large fupplies. All thefe 
things required great expences 5 and it could icarcely be fup- 
pofed, that, in thefe troublefome times of war and_univerfal 
fearcity, all that was neceflyry could be raifed. But the 
work of God, begun in all -parts, was cared on in selir 
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ance upon the help of God; and, at the end of the year, it 
tould be faid, with humble thankfulnefs, 


& He’s never at a lofs 

*¢ For proper ways and means ; 
6* And ev'ry a&t he does, 

*© An act of grace remains.” 


§ 242. 


Tue Brethren, going to America and the Weft India 
iMands, could not cunventently be difpatched but from Hol- 
land and England. ‘This furnifhed an occafion for a vifit~ 
ation sn moft of the congregations in Germany and other 
countries, which the bifhop Fohannes de WVatteuille, with a 
few other labourers, undertook. He travelled, by way of 
Micfky, Klein Welke, and Barby, to Zeiff, where the Bre 
thren, bound to S¢ Thomas and Surinam, were difpatched. 
The fame was done at London, with thofe going to Pennfile 
vania and North Caralina. At this opportumty, an Englifh 
provincial fynod was convened, at which the fuperintend- 
ency was committed to John Nit/chmann, a native of Mo- 
tavia, (§11.) on whom it was incumbent to have in view 
the welfare of all the congregations of the Brethren in thefe 
countries. Conferences were held with the labourers, and 
fundry beneficial regulations made to promote the inward 
growth and outward {ubliftence of this congregation, The 
fame was done, on the return of the vifitator, in the congre- 
gations at Zei/f, New Wied, Marienborn, New Duetendorf, 
and Eberfdorf. 

With regard to the ftate of the congregations, fome of 
them were not much increafed in number, though the va- 
cant places were filled up aga.n ; but fome were very much 
multiplied. herr fpiritual progrefs, fince the departure of 
the ordinary, yiclded joy and comfort to the labourers, They 
faw the fruits of his Jaft labours with pleafure, and many of his 
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difeourfes were read in the congregations with great bleff- 
ing. They valued them the more, and made the mioré ufé 
of them, as they had this chofen witne(s of Jefus no longer 
among them. But, in order to deliver into every one’s 
hands the choiceft and moft edifying parts of his difcourfes, 
Gottfried Clemens refolved to publifh Extraéis of them, He 
began with the, Di/courfes on the Book of Genefis, and deliver- 
ed them to the prefs in the year 1763. A complete Collec- 
tion was made and printed of the Daily Words, feleed from 
the holy fcriptures by the late ordinary, from the year 1729 
t01761. The fmall Hymn-book of the Brethren, of which the 
ordinary publifhed the firft effay in the year 1753, was ree 
vifed in 1763, and printed for the ufe of the congregae 
tions. 

The Brethren were affiduoully intent upon it, that the 
word of God might be taught in the congregations in purity 
ahd with clearnefs. Tothat end, they endeavoured, more and 
more, to accommodate their manner of delivering the truth 
to the capacities of the auditory, and to avoid all obfcure 
and indeterminate expreffions But they were, above ail, 
folicitous that the members of the congregations might ex- 
perience the power of the gofpel in their hearts, and evidence 
it in their lives a6 children of God. Where this was want~ 
ing, they exercifed due earneftnefs; yet with proper precau~ 
tion, left the gofpel might be delivered in a legal manner, 
or even exchanged for the law. But if any one were not 
only infincere bimfelf, but alfo hurtful to others, and 
could not be recovered by warnings and admonitions; fuch 
were put away, without refpect of perfons, rank, or office, 
of which there were feveral painful inftances. On the other 
hand, the Brethren had the joy, only in the year 1761, to 
fee between twenty and thirty perfons, who had erred and 
feparated themielves in former times, returning again, of 
to receive letters from them, intreating the pardon of the 
congregation for the offence they had given. 


§ 243 
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§ 243. 


Iw the mean time, the deftru@ive war, which was brokett 
out in the year 1756, ftill continued; and, notwithfand- 
ing the reft obtained on one fide, by a feparate peace between 
England and France, in the year 1762, the diftrefs in other 
parts, and the dearth increafed more and more almoft every 
where, and caufed the Brethren to figh and pray fervently 
for the bleffing of peace. So much the more imprefiive 
was to them the word for the day, when the firft news of 
the general peace was tnade known: For the oppreffion of 
the poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will I arife, faith the 
Lord. Pfalm xii, 5. The joy and gratitude with which all 
the congregations celebrated the day of thankfgiving for the 
peace, is paft defcription. I will only make fome mention 
of the celebration of it at Herrnbut, on the 21ft of March, 
1763. 

The congregation affembled at the found of the trumpets 
at eight o’clock in the morning, and firft fang an extra& of 
the Song of the three Children in the fiery Furnace. Then 
Brother Fobannes de Watteville {poke upon the following text, 
appointed by government for this day: 

Bleffid be the Lord, becaufe he hath heard the voice of my fupe 
plications. 

The Lord is my ftrength, and my fhield; my heart trufled in 
bim, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth, and 
with my fong will I prarfe lim. 

The Lord is their firength, and he is the faving firength of 
his anointed. 

Save thy people, and blefi thine inheritance: feed them alfo, 
and life them up for ever. Pfalm xxviii. 6—g. 

He briefly enumerated the benefits for which we are called up- 
onto praife the Lord. The difcourfe was heard with a mixture 
of 


512 Moperw Husrorvof be Baatnann, Pate 1X, 


of joy and humiliation ; and, it having been faid, among other 
things: ‘* He has delivered us out of all danger; 1n the ondit 
‘¢ of the war he has preferved us,” the whole congregation 
wept as one man, and their tears of gratitude and joy caufed 
an awful paufe, ‘© Oh, were it in our power,” (fays the 
writer of that account) ‘* inftead of words, which are the 
“© Jeaft, to communicate to our Brethren the heart-melting 
“© fenfe of grace, which prevailed at she time!” After the 
difcourfe, the congregation kneeled down, and offered up 
prayer and thankfgiving unto the Lord with innumerable 
tears, and the conclufion was made with finging the Te Deum. 
They then went to the thankfgiving-fermon tn the church 
at Burtholdfdar f, and, in the afternooa, the whole congrega- 
tion had a lovi-feaft, during which a cantata was furg 
fet to mufic. 


§ 244. 


Arrer the love-feaft, a narrative of the troubles which 
had befallen cach place by occafion of the war, and of their 
prefervation and deliverance by the Lord in ali dangerous 
circumftances, compiled fiom the accounts of al] the congre- 
gations of the Brethren, was read at two meetings, and heard 
with a joyful, but humble, fenfation, I will here take 
no farther notice of the fufferings of the congregations 
during thefe feven years of war, and the lofs fome of them 
fuftained, efpecially towards the end of it. But yet, were 
I wholly to pafs over in filence al} the faithfulnef, mercy, 
and prefervation they have experienced, it mught be con- 
ftrued by many, who arc acquainted with thefe things, and 
whom God made ufe of «5 inftruments i: them, as a culo- 
able neglect and ingratitade. I will, therefore, briefly 
recite fome particulars of the accounts read on the feftival 
of thankfgiving ; yet without naming the many, and, fome 
of them, high perfonages and commanders of the different 
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tirmies, who, out of their own free motion, and with pleafure, 
were fubfervient to the will of God, in proteCing his people. 
Their memory will not be forgotten by the Brethren; 
and I am confident, that their names will be thought of 
in the beft mannet by the Rewarder of all good in time and 
in eternity. 


§ 245. 


At the commencement of the war, no favour or forbeara 
ance could be expected from any of the armies, the controe 
verfial writings, and efpecially fome fhamelefs libels, having 
infufed into the minds not only of the common men, but 
of the officers, and even the chief commanders, fuch inju-° 
rious notions of the Brethren, that they could not but be 
apprehenfive of the hardeft treatment, The queftions which 
the Brethren were obliged to anfwer, more than once, to 
perfons of the higheft rank, and the enquiries made in 
places defcribed to them as fufpicious, were fufficient indi- 
Cations of the ideas they were prepoffefled with by means of 
the defamatory writings. But the greater was their aftonifh- 
ment, when they were informed, nay, had ocular demon- 
ftrations, not only of the groundleffnefs, but of the dire 
contrary, of thele evil reports. This made fo much the 
deeper impreffions on many, as they found in the congrega- 
tions of the Brethren the character, almoft entirely forgottan 
at thig time of day, which our Saviour attributes to his 
difciples and true followers: Bleffed are ye, when men foall 
revile you, and perfecute you, and fhall fay all manner of evil 
ugainfi you faifely for my fate. Matt. v. 11. Thefe had’ 
{carcely related, in the camps, and at their quarters, how 
they had found things, but ail were defirous of knowing the 
Brethren, and attending their public meetings. The Holy 
Ghoft worked in fuch a powerful manner in many of them, 
that the fecretsisf their hearts were made manifeft, and they re- 


ported, that God was prefent there of atruth. (2 Cor.xiv. 25.) 
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An officer of rank once faid, ‘* It is indeed a wonder 
*¢ of God, to fee a people who believe with the heart! 
*6 We poor men believe with the mouth, but our hearts 
S¢ are empty.” Many were convinced of the truth of the 
gofpel, by feeing inftances of perfoas living conformably 
to it; and it has been found, that many paffed into eternity 
as poor finners, in reliance upon the merits of Chrift, 
which had been fet forth to them in the fermons of the 
Brethren. Many a partifan, whofe name fpread terror, were, 
by kind treatment, and more efpecially by what they heard 
at the public meetings of the Brethren for a bleffing to their 
fouls, foftened to fuch a degree, that they not only fpared 
the Brethren, but, at their requeft, alfo other inhabitants 
in thofe parts. When the army of the king of Pruffia was 
in the neighbourhood of Herrnhut, this, and the adjacenc 
congregations and childsen’s ceconomies were vifited by 
perfons of high rank, and were favoured with all kindnefs 
and forbearance poffible in fuch cafes. The like favour 
and protection they enjoyed, when the Imperial army came 
into thofe parts. Many hundred officers of divers nations 
and religions, among whom was a great number of princes, 
vifited at Herrnhut within the fpace of a fortnight. Among 
the reft, it was a fpecial pleafure to this congregation, to 
receive a vifit from their Royal highnefles, the two Saxon 
princes, Xaverius and Charles. From that time, the vifits 
became fo numerous, that the Brethren were often {carcely 
able to give a proper account of things to every one, and to 
fhow them the inftitutions, before fufpefted, but row fo 
much praifed in thecamp. ‘* Ah,” faid at laft a great ge- 
neral, ‘* let not this trouble be irkfome to you. As many 
s¢ yificants, fo many apologifts in all the world.” The 
effect of 1t was afterwards perceptible in many places, In 
Mort, the defpifed and calumniated Herrnbuters (to ufe, for 
once, this smproper name of diftinétion) found fo mach 
favour with all the armies and their commanders, that, if a 
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man had a pafs from Herrnhut, he could pafs through camps, 
pofts, and cities, without being detained, 


§ 246. 


NotwiTHsTANRING the many vifits, nay, the frequent 
marches of {mall and large bodies, and whole armies, through 
the places, the congregations continued therr u{ual meetings, 
without moleftation, In a certain place, a newly built, 
and not yet inhabited, congregation-houfe, together with 
the meeting-hall,’ had been pitched upon for an hofpital ; 
but the fovereign of the country exerted himfelf in the moft 
ftrenuous manner to prevent it, and chofe rather to evacuate 
one of his own buildings for this ufe. In fome places, in- 
deed, the quartering of troops could not entirely be avoid- 
ed, which was attended with the ufval inconveniences. But, 
at the fame time, much favour was fhown by the officers, 
Some of them infifted upon their men behaving in a quiet 
and orderly manner, for this reafon, that good people lived 
inthe place. Befides, the quartering of fmall numbers of 
troops prevented the quartering of larger bodics, which 
would have been attended with more trouble. The chief 
commanders, by proper remonftrances of the impoffibility 
of quartering men, and fupply:ing them with forage, in 
congregation-places, fo full of inhabitaats, without land, 
were foon induced to allow them protections and fafe- 
guards, nay, they did it frequently of their own accord. 
Jn cafe one or other fubaltern had a bad intention ; before it 
could be fully put into execution, it was fruftrated by his 
fuperiors. Thus alfo many too heavy contributions were, 
by the kind intervention of perfons in power, either greatly 
leflened, or entirely remitted, by orders from higher com- 
manders. Large bodies, on their retreat, pafled through the 
congregation-places, without commuting any excefles, Many 
thoufands of a retreating army, who wanted bread, march- 
ing throegh a congregation- place, defired, with great civility, 
that they might be indulged with as much as could be {pared 

Li2 All 
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All the ihhabitants freely gave their whole ftoek of bread 3 
even’ the children in the fchools chearfully divided with 
them the bread provided for their breakfaft, and the bakers 
baked as much as poffible for their ufe. This willingnefs 
made a grateful impreffion upon them, of which the Bre- 
thren afterwards reaped the benefit in other places. 

The prefervations, when in danger, are innumerable. 
A certain congregation was furrounded, fot five days toge- 
ther, by two main armies in battle-array againft each other, 
the batteries being dire€ted towards the place. But God fo 
ordered it, that they moved farther, and the whole ended in 
a {kirmifh behind the houfes. Another congregation- place 
was in like manner furrounded, On one fide of it, one 
army was driven by another fiom the adjacent heights. 
The cannonading went direétly over the place. * Butit re- 
ceived no harm, either from the a€tual attack, juft behind the 
place, or by the retreat on the other fide of it. 

Notwithftanding the hot prefs of young’ men at dif« 
ferent times, no Brother was forcibly taken away, either on 
journeys, or in the congregation-places. Not one of thofe Bre- 
thren, who, on meffages and as guides, were often in the midft 
of fkirmifhes, or in other dangerous circumftances, received 
any bodily harm, although ftruck and fired at, feveral times. 
Even a company of fingle Sifters, with their éonvoy, hap- 
pening once on the road to fall in with a ftrong body of 
troops, which were then going to attack the enemy, were 
civilly treated, prot.Cted, and, juft at the right time, di- 
rected to a bye-way by tlre officers, 


§ 247. 


Tue Brethren’s congregation at New.jalz, in Silefia, ex- 
perienced a particular prefervation of God, in the midft of 
plundering and flames. The firft three years, they had en- 
tirely efcaped the calanuties of the war, till, in Septem 
ber 1759, the whole baggage of the Ruffian army en- 
amped in thole parts. .On the 24th of September, have 
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ing endured, for eighteen hours together, the moft poignant 
anguifh, the place was totally plundered ; and the 25th, the 
houfes were fet on fire over their heads. But, by divine 
affiftance, all the Brethren, Sifters, and Children, after the 
lofs of all their fubftance, were faved and delivered out of 
the flames. It was, probably, the contrivance of malicious 
people, intent both upon fatisfying their thicft of plunder, 
and wreaking their vengeance upon the Brethren. As foon 
as the plundering began, the Sifters and Children retired 
into the congregation-houfe and chapel; and when the 
houfes were fet on fire, the refolution was taken to fave 
themfelves by flight. Some officers, endeavouring to pre~ 
vent their efcape, would encourage them, and promifed to 
put a ftop to the plundering, and to ordcr the fire to be ex- 
tinguifhed: but the Brethren had reafon not to truft their 
pretences. They, indeed, faw no way to efcape by fight, 
being watched, and the place furrounded with a barricade 
of wagons. But fome Brethren threw money among thofe 
that watched, who would fuffer no one to po out of the 
congregation-houfe, which amufed them fo long, till all the 
Sifters were got out at the back-door. The wagons being 
obliged, on account of the fire, to make an opening, they 
who fied found juft room enough to pafs. However, many 
Brethren ftill remained behind in the place. Thefe were com- 
pelled to extinguifh the fire, though nothing more was tq 
be faved. Somme of them, endeavouring to sctire into the 
congregation-houfe, on the fuppofition, that the other Bre- 
thren and Sifters were {till there, found all the doors nailed 
up, except the back-door, by which .hey had efcaped. Ma- 
ny of the plunderers were extremely enraged, that they had 
been fuffered to get off. It is no hard matter to guefs at 
the caufe of it. As foon as the fugitives gor together in 
the open country, they formed a circle, and thanked their 
dear Lord with tears for this gracious deliverance out of all 
the danger of their lives and perfons, For, though all the 
Brethren had been plundered, many feverely beaten, and 
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